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Annan set for Mideast 
tour next month 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Kofi Annan is to visit Egypt, Israel. Jordan 
Lebanon and Syria next month, on his first Middle 
East tour, a U.N. spokesman said Friday. U.N. 
spokesman Juan Carlos Brandt announced at a news 
briefing here that Mr. Annan would also visit areas 
under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) during his tour, set for the “second 
week of February.” In addition to discussing U.N. 
issues and the U.N. role in the region with political 
leaders, Mr. Annan is to visit U.N. peacekeeping mis- 
sions, as well as the headquarters of the U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency (TJNRWA) in the Gaza Strip. 
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Palestinians mark 
founding of Fateh movement 

HEBRON (.AFP) — Some 1 ,500 Palestinians marched in 
Hebron Friday, firing in the air and burning an Israeli flag, 
to mark the 33rd anniversary of the founding of Fateh fac- 
lion of the PLO. The march through downtown. Hebron 
was led by some 300 Fateh activists wearing masks, fol- 
lowed by marching scout bands, before filing into an 
auditorium to hear speeches by Fateh leaders, witnesses 
said Several of the activists fired shots in the air and 
burned an Israeli flag while chanting “Soldiers of Fateh, 
break the head of settlers” and “No peace with settle- 
ments." Fateh was founded in January 1 965 by President 
Yasser Arafat and now forms the bulk of the security 
forces of the Palestinian National Authority, founded by 
self-rule agreements signed by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation in 1994. 
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Israeli prime minister declares he proposed 
one troop pullback instead of three amidst 
plans to build 30,000 new settlement units 

PNA says Ross visit achieved ‘zero, there were no results ’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
will only cany out one 
troop pullback in the West 
Bank instead of the three it 
promised the Palestinians in 
a U.S.-backed accord. 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said in an inter- 
view published Friday. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment also revealed tentative 
plans to build 30,000 new 
units in Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip by 2020, or enough to 
double the Jewish popula- 
tion in the areas claimed by 
the Palestinians for a future 
state. 

In Jerusalem, meanwhile, 
Israeli security forces were 
on alert for attacks by 
Islamist or Jewish extrem- 
ists. Hundreds of troops, 
some on horseback, 
patrolled the streets as tens 
of thousands of worship- 
pers prayed at AJ Aqsa 
Mosque to mark the second 
Friday of the fasting month 
of Ramadan. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton’s Mideast envoy pre- 
pared Friday to wrap up a 
four-day shuttle mission 
that failed to produce a 
breakthrough. The envoy, 
Dennis Ross, had been try- 
ing to prepare the ground 
for separate President Clin- 
ton meetings later this 
month with Mr. Netanyahu 
and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat. 

However, Mr. Netanyahu, 
who is under pressure from 
hardliners in his ruling 
coalition, made no signs of 
budging from his tough 
positions. Mr. Netanyahu 


has said he would announce 
the scope of a troop pull- 
back in the West Bank 
before he leaves for his Jan. 
20 meeting with President 
Clinton, but that the with- 
drawal would only be car- 
ried out several months 
later, and only if the Pales- 
tinians fulfilled their securi- 
ty obligations, such as 
cracking down on armed 
Islamists and reducing the 
size of their security force. 

In a year-old accord 
backed by the United 
States. Israel had promised 
to carry out three pullbacks 
by mid- 1998. The Palestini- 
ans rejected Israel's first 
offer of 2 per cent in March 
as insufficient, and the sec- 
ond pullback is two months 
overdue. 

In an interview with the 
Maariv daily published Fri- 
day, Mr. Netanyahu said 
there would only be one 
withdrawal. 

“You can’t ask us to fulfil 
all our commitments con- 
cerning the pullbacks when 
they [the Palestinians] 
haven't fulfilled a single 
one of their commitments.” 
Mr. Netany ahtrsaid. 

“So I proposed an agree- 
ment in which we will carry 
out one pullback, and the 
rest of the territory will be 
handed over as pan of the 
final status agreement,” he 
said. 

The U.S. has insisted in 
the past that Israel cany out 
all three pullbacks. The 
Palestinians, who now have 
full or partial control over 
27 per cent of the West 
Bank, expect to get another 


t 


■ t- . 



^ * 




u,v m rS 


Palestinians stage a protest on their land confiscated by 
Israeli Jewish settlers near Naveh Dak alim settlement at 
Khan Younis city in Gaza Strip Friday. Israel deployed 
thousands of troops in Jerusalem and throughout the 
country in a massive security operation following threats 
of attacks by both Palestinian and Israeli extremists 
(Renters photo) 


60 per cent of the land in 
the three withdrawals, 
including 40 per cent in the 
next stage. 


The Palestinians said Fri- 
day that the latest U.S. 
peace effort has failed. 
“Zero, there are no results,” 


Palestinian Information 
Minister Yasser Abed 
Rabbo said of the Ross mis- 
sion. 

Mr. Ross was to hold final 
meetings Friday evening 
with Mr. Netanyahu and 
President Arafat before 
returning to the U.S. 

In one outcome of the 
Ross visit. Israel’s armed 
forces chief of staff and a 
senior Palestinian security 
official toured the Palestin- 
ian airport in the Gaza Strip 
on Friday to try and resolve 
a longstanding dispute over 
security arrangements. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, mean- 
while, responded angrily to 
Israel's tentative plans to 
build 30,000 more homes in 
Jewish settlements over the 
next two decades. The 
Haaretz daily said nearly 
half of the units have 
already been approved or 
are in the final stages of 
approval. 

The housing ministry 
confirmed the plan, but said 
no approval had been given 
yet. 

Benyamin Ben-Eliezer, 
who served as housing min- 
ister in the dovish Labour 
government, said such mas- 
sive construction would 
wipe out any hope for 
peace. 

“Whoever wants such a 
thing... destroys the peace 
process, destroys Yasser 
Arafat and destroys anyone 
who ever dreamed to reach 
a peace agreement.” Mr. 
Ben-Eliezer told Israel 
array radio. 


King meets Barak, Tichon 
over weekend; Mordechai 
expected in Jordan ‘soon’ 


Pan-European 
conference to be held 
March 12 in London 


By Alia A. Toukan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein has held sepa- 
rate meetings with Israeli 
Knesset Speaker Dan Tichon 
and opposition Labour leader 
Ehud Barak over the week- 
end in Amman, officials said 
cm Friday. 

Jordanian officials, who 
declined comment on the 
talks, said both meeting? 
were “private,” and came in 
response to invitations from 
the King. 

Meanwhile, an official 
source said on Friday that 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai was also 
expected to visit Jordan 
soon. 

The King met with Mr. 
Barak on Wednesday 
evening and with Mr. Tichon 
and accompanying Arab 
Israeli Labour member of' 
Knesset, Salah Tarif, the fol- 
lowing night, the officials 
said. 

Jordan's Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker. Sa’ed 
Hayel Srour. did not attend 
the meeting with Mr. Tichon, 
one of the officials told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

Parliament, under public 
pressure not to normalise ties 
with the Jewish state after the 
signing of the 1994 peace 
treaty, has so far resisted any 
official meetings with Israeli 
lawmakers. 

Two Jordanian deputies 
who visited Israel last month 
without asking permission 


from parliament, returned 
home to a barrage of criti- 
cism from deputies, their 
constituencies, political par- 
ties and the media. 

Both Mr. Hamadeh 
Fara’aneh and Mr. Moham- 
mad Ra'afat, held talks with 
Mr. Ticbon and other Israeli 
officials in Jerusalem. 

The visits of Mr. Barak and 
Mr. Tichon came amidst 
increasing, controversy over 
the extent of the next Israeli 
troop withdrawal from West 
Bank areas. 

The resignation of Israel’s 
foreign minister. David Levy, 
and his five-member Gesher 
party last week, in protest 
over budget allocations and 
the hard-line peace policies 
of die 19 -month-old coali- 
tion government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu has raised Jor- 
danian fears of a further 
delay to the peace process. 

Mr. Levy has been calling 
for a redeployment of troops 
in accordance with signed 
accords to help revive talks 
on the Palestinian-lsraeli 
peace track, at a standstill 
since Mr. Netanyahu took 
office in May 1996. 

Jordanian-Israeli official 
ties have remained cool since 

the Mossad's assassination 

attempt against Hamas 
leader Khaled Mesha’al in 
Amman in late September. 

Although King Hussein 
met with Israeli premier 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
London in November, he has 
been unusually critical of the 


Jewish state’s policies with 
regards to the Palestinians. 

The Monarch, who cam- 
paigned hard to convince 
sceptical .Arab leaders to give 
Mr. Netanyahu a chance after 
his election, has squarely 
blamed the Israeli premier 
for the faltering peace 
process. 

The Jerusalem Post report- 
ed on Thursday that Israeli 
Cabinet Secretary Dan 
Naveh and the prime minis- 
ter’s deputy military attach^. 
Shimon Shapira, held 
“secret” talks with Jordanian 
officials last Sunday. 

Jordan has officially reject- 
ed past Israeli attempts to 
involve Amman in outlining 
Israel’s security maps and in 
final status negotiations 
between Israel and die Pales- 
tinians. 

But it is tightly watching 
Israeli-Palestinian develop- 
ments and wants to ensure 
that any final status resolu- 
tions take into consideration 
Jordan’s national and securi- 
ty interests. 

Final status talks are set to 
tackle thorny issues such as 
water, Palestinian refugees, 
borders, Palestinian state- 
hood, security arrangements 
and settlements. 

Jordan, which ruled the 
West Bank and Arab east 
Jerusalem from 1950 until 
1967, is home to over 1.2 
million Palestinian refugees. 
The state-run media have not 
covered any of these Israeli- 
Jotdanian meetings. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) will 
hold a pan-European confer- 
ence in London March 12 
regardless of whether Turkey 
accepts an invitation to partic- 
ipate, EU officials said Friday. 

EU leaders agreed at a Lux- 
embourg summit last month 
to offer Turkey a place in the 
pan-European meeting 
involving would-be member 
states in an attempt to defuse 
its anger at being shut out of 
the EU’s early enlargement 
plans. 

But a day later Turkey said it 
had cut political dialogue with 
the EU and firmly rejected an 
offer to take part in the confer- 
ence. 

In addition to the leaders of 
the 15 EU member states, 
invitations to the conference 
will go out to the leaders of 
those countries applying for 
membership: 10 central and 
eastern European stares plus 
Cyprus. 

Although no agenda was 
stipulated, the conference, 
according to terms agreed in 
Luxembourg, will be “a mul- 
tilateral forum for political 
consultation... to allow better 


cooperation in foreign policy, 
security, justice and internal 
affairs.” 

It will also deal with eco- 
nomic and regional matters, 
and other areas of common 
interest 

EU sources said the summit 
had agreed to use “patience” 
to persuade Turkey to partici- 
pate. In a visit to Ankara on 
Thursday, French Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine 
stressed it was in Turkey’s 
own interests to be at the con- 
ference, but his Turkish coun- 
terpart, Ismail Cem, said it 
was unlikely Turkey would 
attend. 

Mr. Vedrine said the EU 
enlargement process would 
begin with a meeting of ELI 
foreign ministers and those of 
the 1 1 applicant countries, to 
be held in Brussels on March 
30. Actual negotiations for 
membership will begin some- 
time in April with a series of 
inter-governmental confer- 
ences between the EU and the 
six candidates considered in 
the first rank: Cyprus, Hun- 
gary, Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Slovenia and Esto- 
nia. 


French FM says Turkey, EU cannot ignore each other 

ATHENS (AFP) — French Foreign Minister Hubert Vairii*: 
bundled an effort Friday to mend fences between the European Union 
(EU) and Turkey, saying both sides could not ignore each other. “The 
general interest of the EU is to keep a common strategy regarding 
Turkey, just as it Ls in Ttitkey’s interest to keep a strategy towards 
Europe,” Mr. Vedrine told journalists in Athens after meeting his Greek 
countopart, Theodore P&ngalos. Athens' position, coupled with Ger- 
man pre-occupation with immigration from Turkey in the run-up to 
general elections there, is seen as contributing to the EU decision last 
month to sideline'Dirkey front upcoming talks on the bloc’s expansion. 


= • • v 

• . \v 


' i-j 

I . J-V. V M 



Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians pray between the Old City walls and AJ Aqsa 
Mosque, Islam's third holiest shrine on the second Friday of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan (Reuters photo) 

200,000 Palestinians attend 
prayers at A1 Aqsa Mosque 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — More than 

200.000 Palestinians 
attended weekly prayers at 
Jerusalem’s Ai Aqsa 
Mosque on Friday as 
Israeli police went on high 
alert after warnings of a 
suicide bombing. 

But a police spokesman 
said the prayers went “very 
quietly.” putting the num- 
ber of worshippers at 

200.000 on Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound in 
Jerusalem's Old City. 

Al Aqsa officials put the 
number of worshippers at 

250.000 as thousands of 
Palestinians flowed in 
from the West Bank after 
Israel lifted its ban on 
entry into Jerusalem for 
the prayers, the second Fri- 
day sermon of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 

Some 2.000 police and 


paramilitary border guards 
were deployed in and 
around Jerusalem to pre- 
vent “any trouble or a pos- 
sible terrorist attack,” said 
Jerusalem police chief Yair 
Yitzhaki. 

Israel Radio reported that 
security forces had intelli- 
gence information indicat- 
ing that Palestinian 
activists were plotting a 
suicide attack in 
Jerusalem. 

It said Israel had passed 
its information on to the 
Palestinian security forces 
during a meeting late 
Thursday of Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators and 
security officials mediated 
by U.S. special envoy Den- 
nis Ross. 

Israeli police officials 
said they also feared anti- 
Arab attacks by Jewish 
militants seeking to disrupt 


the Israeli- Palestinian 
negotiations and prevent a 
promised Israeli troop 
withdrawal from more of 
the occupied West Bank. 

Additional police and 
soldiers were deployed at 
checkpoints leading into 
Jerusalem as well as at the 
city's main market and 
pedestrian mall, both of 
wfiich were hit by suicide 
bombings last summer 
which left 21 people dead. 

Traditionally outdoor 
cafes, markets and other 
public places are crowded 
on Fridays as Israelis pre- 
pare for the weekly Sab- 
bath, which begins at sun- 
down. 

The police spokesman 
said up to 300,000 Pales- 
tinians may attend next 
week’s Friday prayers. 
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Tarawneh says participation in 
Reliant Mermaid as observer is 
not joining alliance with Israel 

‘ dV€ Still Jordanian-Israeli alliance. cent about the manoeuvres, 
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CAIRO (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
has dismissed any connec- 
tion between the stalemate 
in the Middle East peace 
process and Jordan's partic- 
ipation in the Israeli-Turk- 
ish-U.S. manoeuvres as an 
observer, saying that the 
subject has taken a bigger 
size than it is worth. 

In a statement to the 
Egyptian daily Al Ahram, 
published Friday. Dr. 
Tarawneh said Jordan's 
observer status participation 
is not and should not be 
viewed as a beginning of a 


Jordanian-Israeli alliance. 

“All know that Jordan 
does not join any alliances 
or agreements and will not 
engage in any military 
cooperation with any party” 
Dr. Tarawneh confirmed. 
He added that Jordan has 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel, but it does not 
include any alliances. 
Moreover, he said. Jordan 
has announced once and 
again, that it will not join 
any non- Arab alliances 
because “we are still suffer- 
ing from alliances that we 
refused to join in 1990.” He 
said the concern from 
manoeuvres could be attrib- 
uted to other reasons, but 
not to Jordan's observer sta- 
tus participation, which is 
not the most important 
event. Dr. Tarawneh called 
for not blowing this subject 
out of proportion. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the tim- 
ing of the manoeuvres was 
determined by Turkey and 
added that “if there is con- 


cern about the manoeuvres, 
then we are not participat- 
ing in them. We have been 
invited to observe rescue 
exercises and not to attend 
manoeuvres in the military 
sense, we do not have a mil- 
itary fleet in order to partic- 
ipate” he said, adding that 
the door was open to all to 
monitor the situation and 
verily it. 

Regarding normalisation 
of relations with the Jewish 
state. Dr Tarawneh said this 
refers to countries which are 
not bound by peace treaties 
with Israel. Dr. Tarawneh 
said that Jordan is bound to 
cooperate with Israel in 
such areas as water. This 
entails that we build dams 
and joint projects to get our 
water rights from the Sea of 
Galilee. Regarding people, 
the treaties remove the legal 
barriers and the people have 
the right to establish or not 
to establish relations. Dr. 
Tarawneh said. 


Britain raps Israeli settlement plans 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain, which holds the 
European Union (EU) pres- 
idency, said Friday it was 
disturbed by reports of fur- 
ther Israeli settlement 
building in the West Bank, 
believing it damaging to the 
peace process. 

“This development is par- 
ticularly damaging at a time 
when the U.S., the EU and 
the international communi- 
ty are intensifying their 
efforts to achieve a break- 


through in the peace 
process,” Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs Derek 
Fatchett said. 

“Settlements are both ille- 
gal under international law 
and damaging to the peace 
process. Both sides must 
avoid counter-productive 
unilateral actions of this 
kind,” he said. 

Mr. Fatchett said this was 
one of the issues he would 
be raising with the Israeli 
government when visiting 


the country next week as an 
EU representative. 

Israel plans to almost 
double the number of units 
for Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank over the next 
few years, the Israeli news- 
paper Haaretz revealed Fri- 
day. 

It said the housing min- 
istry had plans for a further 
30.000 units, 14,000 of 
which have already 
received planning permis- 
sion. 
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Five wounded by bomb 
attacks in south Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Guerrillas detonated two 
roadside bombs in southern 
Lebanon Thursday, wound- 
ing four Israelis and a pro- 
Israeli militiaman, 

Lebanese and Israeli securi- 
ty officials said. 

A remote-controlled 
bomb exploded as an Israeli 
convoy went down the Ain 
A be I -Bint Jbeil road in the 
Israeli-occupied zone at 
2.15 p.m.. Lebanese securi- 
ty officials said. 

Lebanese officials said 
the explosion wounded four 
Israeli soldiers and two 
militiamen of the Israeli- 

3 Kurd 
prisoners 
hospitalised 
in Turkey 

ANKARA (AFP) — Three 
Kurdish prisoners hunger- 
striking for 50 days in an 
eastern Turkish jail were 
hospitalised by authorities 
Friday after their condition 
became critical, the Anato- 
lia news agency said. 

The three were near death 
when the director of the 
Erzurum prison ordered 
medical intervention, it 
said. Their condition 
reportedly improved after 
they were hospitalised. 

Dozens of political pris- 
oners ar the Erzurum 
prison, located some 1.000 
kilometres east of Istanbul, 
have been on hunger strike 
since mid-November to 
protest against poor prison 
conditions. * 

Most of them are convict- 
ed members of the out- 
lawed Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK). which has 
been waging a separatist 
war in southeast Turkey 
since 1984. At least 28,000 
people have been killed in 
the armed conflict. 

The rest of the hunger 
strikers are members of 
left-wing organisations. 

Akin BirdaJ. head of 
Turkey’s Human Rights 
Association. warned 
Wednesday that at least six 
of the hunger strikers were 
in critical condition. He 
asked Justice' Minister 
Oltan Sungurlu to find a 
way to satisfy the strikers 
and end the strike. 

Twelve leftists died in 
July 1996 after fasting for 
more than 60 days in sever- 
al Turkish prisons. 

Lawyers representing the 
hunger strikers had met 
with justice ministry offi- 
cials on several occasions, 
but without 'reaching any 
agreement on the 30-odd 
demands made by the pris- 
oners. 
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backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA). 

But in Tel Aviv an Israeli 
army spokesman said the 
fourth casualty was an 
Israeli television camera- 
man. He denied any SLA 
casualties. 

The Cameraman, Shlomi 
Afriat, 33, continued to 
film for several minutes 
after he was wounded by 
the bomb that detonated 
under his vehicle, the army 
spokesman said. 

The four wounded 
Israelis were airlifted to 
Israel for treatment. 

Earlier Thursday, another 


roadside bomb wounded 
one .militiamen near the 
Beit Yahoun crossing, 
about 25 kilometres south 
of Maijayoun. the largest 
town in the Israeli-occupied 
zone. Lebanese officials 
said. 

Israeli military sources 
confirmed that an SLA man 
was lightly wounded in the 
first explosion. 

Hizbollah claimed 

responsibility for both 
attacks. 

Elsewhere in the south, a 
50-year-old Lebanese 
woman. Latifeh Qubaissi. 
was injured by Israeli 


shelling on the village of 
Qlayleh, about 16 kilome- 
tres north of the Israeli bor- 
der, Lebanese officials said. 

Hizbollah. or the Party of 
God, has used roadside 
bombs and rocket attacks to 
dislodge the Israelis and its 
allied South Lebanon Array 
militia from the occupied 
zone. 

Israel maintains the zone 
with 1.500 soldiers and the 
2.500-member SLA. It set 
up the enclave in 1985 with 
the claimed purpose to pro- 
tect its northern towns from 
cross-border guerrilla 
attacks. 


Delegation of Arab Americans holds 
talks with Assad on peace process 


DAMASCUS (AP) — A 
delegation of leading Arab 
Americans held talks with 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad Thursday on the 
Mideast peace process and 
Syrian-U.S. relations. 

One of three congress- 
men in the delegation. Rep. 
Nick Rahall of West Vir- 
ginia, told reporters that 
their discussions with the 
Syrian government would 
“show Americans that 
Syria is serious about peace 
and that it is ready to 
embark once again upon 
the peace process, resum- 
ing negotiations where 
they broke off rwo years 
ago.” 

Syria has long com- 
plained that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, who took 
office in June 1996. has 
retreated from the previous 
government's reported 


agreement to return the 
GoJan Heights. Mr. 
Netanyahu says Ijie 
Heights, a strategic plateau 
which Israel occupied in 
the 1967 Arab- Israeli war, 
are crucial to Israel’s secu- 
rity. 

The 18-strong delegation 
arrived in Syria Wednesday 
from Lebanon. Early 
Thursday the Arab Ameri- 
cans held talks with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk 
Sharaa. 

A presidential spokesman 
said the visitors talk with 
Mr. Assad concentrated on 
the stalled Middle East 
peace process. 

Mr. Rahall said that in 
their talks with Mr. Sharaa. 
“we brought up concerns 
we had in America and he 
responded in a very effi- 
cient manner.” 

The U.S. has accused 
Syria of sponsoring inter- 


national terrorism, a charge 
that Damascus denies. 

James Zogby, the head of 
the Washington-based Arab 
American Institute, said the 
delegation was considering 
alternatives to the U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, which have caused 
widespread malnutrition 
among Iraqis. 

“I think the American 
people feel very deeply 
about how much suffering 
the Iraqi people have 
endured." Dr. Zogby said. 
M We know that the people 
■ of Iraq are the victims of 
the regime.” 

“We are looking for an 
alternative to the economic 
sanctions, but an alterna- 
tive that would not reward 
or strengthen the regime," 
he said, referring to the 
government of President 
Saddam Hussein. 



ALGERIAN WOMAN ESCAPES MASSACRE: Algerian woman explains Wednesday how she escaped from a 
mass killin g -in the western province of Relizane. Halima ran for three hours before taking cover in a place where 
she was out of danger. A total of sixty-two people died in the two nights of killings, between Monday and Wednes- 
day this week, in three separate villages. According to Algerian security forces the killings in three mountainous 
villages were carried out by ‘terrorists,’ Algeria's term for Islamist guerrillas. The killings here have broughi 
growing foreign pressure for an international inquiry into the killings (Reuters photo) 


Turkey names new envoy to Tehran, 
ending 11-month diplomatic rift 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey has named Sencer 
Ozsoy as its new ambas- 
sador to Iran, ending an 
11 -month diplomatic rift 
between the two countries, 
according to a decree pub- 
lished here Friday. 

Tehran declared 

Turkey's Ambassador 

Osman Koruturk and the 
consul general at Oru- 
miyeh, Ufuk Ozsancak. 
undesirable in February 


after Ankara expelled 
Ambassador Mohammad 
Reza Bagheri and three 
other Iranian diplomats in 
a row over alleged Iranian 
interference in its domes- 
tic affairs. 

Mr. Bagheri had told a 
gathering organised by the 
mayor of an Ankara sub- 
urb of Ankara that “victory 
will come to Islam across 
the world ” 

Supporters of Sharia 


(Islamic) law “should not 
be afraid of being called 
fundamentalists by the 
others." he added, saying: 
“They are the most ratio- 
nal of the faithful.” 
Secularism is one of the 
key tenets of the modern 
Turkish state and the com- 
ments by the ambassador, 
on top of a series of pro- 
Islamic remarks by mem- 
bers of the then ruling 
opposition Welfare Party. 


kicked up a storm of 
protest from secular 
groups. 

In the wake of the row. 
Turkey's mission in Iran 
was downgraded and takeu 
over by a charge d'af- 
faires. 

But at a summit meeting 
of Islamic countries Iasi 
month. Turkey and Iran 
decided to reappoint 
ambassadors to each 
other's capitals. 


7 candidates enter fray for Cyprus presidential election 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cypriot 
President Glafcos Clerides 
and six challengers entered 
the race Friday for next 
month’s presidential elec- 
tion. with the stalemate over 
the 24-year division of 
Cyprus set to dominate cam- 
paigning. 

The poll is likely to be a 
three-way challenge 

between the 78-year-old 
incumbent, former foreign 
minister and independent 
George Iacovou. 59, and 
George Vassiiiou. 66. whom 
Mr. Clerides narrowlv beat 
in 1993. 

Mr. Clerides. a veteran 
politician who is seeking a 
second five-year term, says 
he feels “duty bound” to 
complete the work he had 
begun on a settlement for 
this divided Mediterranean 
island and on its accession to 
the European Union (EU). 

But the virtual collapse of 
U.N.-sponsored talks 
between President Clerides 


and Turkish-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash last year has 
dented the president's credi- 
bility. 

The centre-right Diko 
Party, which helped Mr. 
Clerides to victory in the last 
election five years ago, has 
thrown its weight behind 
Mr. Iacovou who also has 
the backing of Cyprus's sec- 
ond largest party, the com- 
munist Akel Party. 

Political observers say that 
with the support of two of 
the island’s main parties Mr. 
Iacovou is now the clear 
favourite in the Feb. 8 poll. 

Mr. Vassiiiou was elected 
in 1988 with the backing of 
Akel and he only lost to Mr. 
Clerides in 1 993 by a margin 
of less than 2,000 votes. But 
Akel's decision to back Mr. 
Iacovou. who served as his 
foreign minister, has hit 
President Clerides" hopes. 

Cyprus has been divided 
by a U.N .-patrolled buffer 
zone since Turkev seized the 


northern third in 1974 after a 
right-wing coup in Nicosia 
aimed at uniting the island 
with Greece. 

President Clerides and Mr. 
Denktash held a series of 
meetings last year in a major 
push by the U.N. to break 
the status quo on the island, 
but Mr. Denktash pulled out 
of the negotiations after the 
EU announced plans to hold 
accession talks with the 
Greek-Cypriot government. 

However. President 
Clerides still insists that 
1998 will be the key year for 
forging a solution on the 
Cyprus problem, and in a 
New Year televised address 
he warned the people of the 
island they would “pay dear- 
ly for any mistake." 

The coming year would be 
‘“the most crucial in the 
island's history." he said us it 
“should pave the way for a 
settlement of the problem" 
of the island, as well as 
“Cypriot membership of the 


European Union.” 

Presenting his candidacy 
on Friday. Mr. Iacovou 
promised to “fight to secure 
the rights of Cyprus and her 
people." He added that he 
wanted to strengthen the 
country’s defence pact with 
Greece. 

While President Clerides 
insists he has created the cli- 
mate for serious talks about 
the island’s future to begin 
immediately after the elec- 
tions. Mr. Iacovou has 
accused the president of 
mishandling the issue of the 
division and of making no 
concrete progress. 

Around 400.000 people 
will go to the polls, and for 
the first time people over the 
age of ! S will be able to cast 
their ballots. The previous 
limit was 2J. Voting is com- 
pulsory. 

Other challengers this time 
round arc Vassos Lyssurides. 
77, of the socialist EDEK 
party, Nicos Rolandis. 63. of 


the Liberals, Nicos Koutosu. 
53. of New Horizons .and 
Alexis Galanos. 57, a mem- 
ber of the centre-right Diko 
Party who is running as an 
independent. 

As well us the Cyprus 
problem, the issue of the 
island's sluggish economy 
— in particular the fall in the 
number of foreign visitors 
that has hit the vital tourism 
sector — is also expected to 
top the agenda. 

The U.N.-sponsored talks 
between the Greek and 
Turkish-Cypriot communi- 
ties have been put on hold 
until the results of the vole 
are known. 

If no candidate wins more 
than 50 per cent of the votes 
cast on Feb. 8. a second 
round run-off between the 
two best-placed candidates 
will be held one week later. 

Voting will take place ar 
over l.OOfl polling stations 
at a cost of nearly $4 mil- 
lion. 


Clerides insists missiles 
must be deployed 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cypriot 
President Glafcos Clerides 
insisted that controversial air 
defence missiles must be 
deployed despite Turkish 
anger to protect the island 
from air attacks, the official 
CNA news agency said Fri- 
day. 

President Clerides said the 
Russian-made S-300 
ground-to-air missiles 
would help provide “persua- 
sive air coverage against 
enemy jets” and were parr of 
the country’s strategic 
defence plan. 

“The S-300 missiles will 
cause such damage to the 
enemy’s air force that they 
will think twice before 
attacking again," said Mr. 
Clerides in an interview with 
state television late Thurs- 
day, according to CNA. 

“If we don't implement it 
[the strategic plan], then the 
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Tel. 637+40. 

De la Salle Church Tei. 66 1 656. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 

771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail with skies 


cloudy to partly cloudy. Rain- 
fall is expected in the northern 
pan of the Kingdom extending 
over all areas in the evening 
and winds northwesterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, it will 
be sunny to partly cloudy, 
winds northerly moderate, and 
seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp- 

Amman ...zcro/IO 

Aqaba 08/18 

Deserts “1/17 

Jordan Valley .07/17 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman II Aqaba 21 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 34 per cem. 
Aqaba 34 per cctil 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN; 

Du Mukhles Halasah _ 55 19220 

Dr. Ruhi Skkar 856457 

Dr. Yousef AI Faqfli 790104 

Dc FacflAlKhadb 865456 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 


NairtHikh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRBED: 

Dc Fawd Abd Haija ^..252790 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — > 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Fahd Jabir 984549 

Khalifefa pharmacy 9854 17 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 j 1 

GvQ Defence Department 

661 III 

Gvfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 62II1I. 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank -...775 1 2 1 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

- .630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information [direc- 
tory assistance) 12 1 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

66110 1 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680 100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

SI56I5 

Electric Power Company 

.636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport Ox- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

8 1 38 1 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amn, 

- .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J- Amman ,63ft 140 

Palestine, Shmeisani n07t)7 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845X45 

AJ-Muasber HospitaJ.,ftft7227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666 126/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrcen 


- 777101/3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafich 

775111/26 

Army. Marka S916J 1/15 

Queen .Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09(983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

( 09)900560 

Ihn Sina Hospital ....t 09 1986732 
Al Hikam Modern Hospital 

( 09)990990 

IKR1D: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

. 102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

( 02)272275 

Ihn Ai Nafecs Hospital 

( 02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

( 03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Tills information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian tRJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 


(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (44) 52700 or (44 1 
523250. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

New Delhi (RJ) 

WhS5 .........Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10; 05 Beirut tRJ) 

I0:15....Damascus. Bahrain (RJ) 

D;15 Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 ....New' York Amsterdam i Rj ) 

1 6:211 .Cairo iRJ) 

16:3,1 -Jeddah (add) (RJ; 

17:00 — London. Frankfort (RJ) 

I8; 20 .Casablanca (add) (RJ) 

02:3,1 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

05:15 Bangkok l RJ) 

Other Flights 

-A! ‘Arish (PF) 

13:15 Riyadh (SV) 

15:1,5 Vienna (QS.) 

18:00 .....Dubai. Damascus i EKl 

2L-W Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22:3,1 Athens (OA) 

22:35 Cairo (MS) 

23:341 London. Beirut ( BA ) 

23:35 ~Amstcrdam(KL) 

23: '* 5 Beirut (ME) 

03:25 — Rome (A Z) 

Royal Wings <RW) 


only use for our tanks is id 
show them off at parades 
knowing that if we go to bat- 
tle they will be destroyed." 
he added. 

Mr. Clerides. who on Fri- ! 
day formally announced that 
he would be running for a 
second term in the Feb. S 
presidential election, also 
said an air force base near 
the western coastal town of 
Paphos would be up ^ j 
running later this month. 

The Cypriot govemnwu ' 
decision in January last year 
to go ahead with the 
chase of the missiles spark™ 
an angry response fHw 
Ankara, which says ito 
weapons are capable of to- 
ting targets in southern 
Turkey. 

Turkey has warned it 
use force to prevent u* 
delivery of the misato 
scheduled this spring. 


(No flights on Saturday) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FBgWs 

UJO Frankfurt, Paris'^ 

11:30 Jeddah (add) (SI 1 

12:00 ...Amsterdam. New YntiN 1 

12:00 Geneva. Brussel* ,R): 

12:00 Milan^adridlRf 1 

12:15 London iW 1 

12r30 Cairo (K/ 1 

18:00 Bangkok taddiiRH 

19:20 Abu Dhabi (add) 

20:05 Riyadh. Dhahr jf,lR|1 : 

20:15 Bombay 

20:20 - LamacaiRf 1 

20:30 Jeddah I* 1 1 

21:00 .„Abu Dhabi. Dub® <&>' 

Other Flights 

07.-00 -Beirut t>®‘ 

10:30 _-ATA*» ^ 

14:15 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain i®"' 

14:45 Ky*® {S ' 

15.cn . Vienna' 0 * 1 

JSzz-j-s 

Caircd^ 

23:55 — ...Damascus. Paris l 

00:35 Amsterdam^: 

0*00 Athens^. 

04:20 RomC 

a™”"* 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 
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IN 

BRIEF 


King, Crown Prince 
join worshippers at Ai 
Husscini Mosque 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
joined worshippers in 
performing Friday 
prayers at the Ai Hussei- 
ni grand mosque in 
downtown Amman. 
King Hussein and the 
worshippers listened to 
the Friday sermon, 
which focused on the 
values of fasting and the 
need for solidarity. 

Princess Basma tours 
Madaba district 

MADABA (Petra) — - 
HRH Princess Basma 
Thursday toured the 
Madaba district, where 
she visited Thiban 
Health Centre and 
donated a complete set 
of dental equipment. 
While in Madaba. 
Princess Basma opened 
a school for the deaf, 
established by AI Aqsa 
Charitable Society, and 
donated hearing aids to 
30 children enrolled at 
the school. Princess 
Basma performed AI 
Maghreb prayer at AI 
Hunid mosque and had 
iftar with a number of 
needy families in the 
Koran teaching centre at 
the mosqut 

Security personnel 
leave to join U.N. force 
in Angola 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
new group of Jordanian 
security personnel 
Thursday left for Angola 
to join the UN peace- 
keeping forces in the 
war-tom African coun- 
try. Bidding farewell to . 
the Jordanian police 
force members, the 
assistant Public Security 
Department director 
general for operations 
and planning, Maj. Gen. 
Mohammad Anwar 
Bsoui, called on the 
departing police force to 
set an example in their 
performance, to main- 
tain neutrality, and to be 
the best representatives 
of Jordan in Angola. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 


CONCERT 

* Musical perfor- 
mance by Linefield 


. Wind Sy m phony and 

^ the band of the National 

■- _ ■ ' Music Conservatory at 

nl - Philadelphia Hotel at 

PEP* rTI * 8:00 P- m - 


;,.rdJ" un 


SECOND PLASTIC 
ART WEEK 

* Abstract (plastic) an 
by several artists at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Jan. 17. 

* Film on renowned 
Italian artist Leonardo 
da Vinci at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 7:30 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of writ- 
ing arabesque, minia- 
ture on silk by H atouf 
Hijazi Tabba’a, at the 
Jordan Arts and Crafts 
Centre, Jabal Amman, 
2nd Circle (Tel. 
647858) until Jan. 15. 

* Works by about a 
hundred artists from 
Iraq, Syria, Sudan. 
Lebanon and Jordan at 
Hamourabi Art Gallery. 
Gardens Street, until 
Feb. 20 (Tel. 5536098). 

* Works by contempo- 
rary Arab artists at 
Darar AJ Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh. 




i 



MAJALI MEETS WITH UNICEF REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Mujali receives the regional director of the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA I, Ibrahim 
Fall, and reviews means of further developing bilateral relations between Jordan and 
UNICEF. Mr. Fall assumed his new duties as regional director of the Amman-based 
MENA Regional Office on Dec. 16. Mr. Fall was received by HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan on Dec. 27 and by Foreign Minister Fayez Tarawneb last week (Petra photo) 

Writers union elects new 
president, administrative board 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jnrihin Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Writers Intellectual Union 
(JWTUi has elected a new 
president and eight other 
members to the administra- 
tive committee to run the 
affairs of ihe union for the 
coming two years, a JW/U 
spokesperson said Friday. 

Ranad Khatib. who was 
elected JVVIU vice presi- 
dent. said Hani Khuir was 
elected Thursday by accla- 
mation to replace Hani 
Amud us the union’s presi- 
dent. 

Ms. Khatib told the Jordan 
Times that six candidates 
were running for president, 
“but five withdrew their 
nomination in favour of Dr. 
Khalr.” 

She said 29 were nominat- 
ed for the eight posts in die 
administrative committee, 
but seven pulled out of the 


contest on election day. 

The JWJU was established 
in 1986 following the disso- 
lution of the Jordan Writers 
Association (JWA) by the 
Military Court at that time. 

One year later, the JWA 
was revived but the two 
entities failed to reunite. 

Members of the two 
groups have accused each 
other of being responsible 
for the split in writers' ranks. 

"What we are eager to 
achieve is the reunification 
of the two entities," said Ms. 
Khatib. “but unfortunately 
some elements want to place 
scones in our path.” She did 
not elaborate. 

Ms. Khatib said attempts 
were made through the Min- 
istry of Culture to reunite 
the two groups, “but all 
attempts failed to bear 
fruit." 

She stated that the associ- 
ation was against any cultur- 
al normalisation with “the 


Israeli enemy.” 

The normalisation of cul- 
tural ties with Israel is wide- 
ly rejected by many Jordan- 
ian writers and intellectuals. 

Ms. Khatib said the 
JWIU's new leadership will 
work to enhance the union's 
role in the cultural life of the 
country. She added that 
among the tasks is enhanc- 
ing cultural relationships 
with their counterparts in 
the Arab World. 

Those who were elected to 
the union’s administrative 
committee are: Ranad Khat- 
ib. Faisal Rafo'u. Khalid 
Obeidat, Akram Abul 
Raghib. Mahmoud Sarhan, 
Nadia AJoul, Mustafa 
Khreisat, and Ahmad Jabr. 

Of the JWIU's 206 mem- 
bers. 20 per cent are women. 

Membership in the union 
requires that the candidate 
have written two books of 
have two manuscripts under 
work. 


Jordanian industries converting to 
more ozone-friendly substances 


By Lola M. Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's indus- 
trial sector is converting its 
technological appliances to 
make factories ozone-friend- 
lier by the year 1999 after 
the Kingdom joined a world 
pact for environment protec- 
tion. 

Jordan's Environment Pro- 
tection Corporation (EPC) 
has begun taking drastic 
measures after the Kingdom 
signed the Montreal Proto- 
col for the Protection of the 
Ozone Layer in 1997, offi- 
cials said. 

The deal commits all 140 
signatories to freeze the pro- 
duction. use. and export of 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 
and to limit the use of 
methyl bromide, both 
ozone-unfriendly sub- 
stances. It also urges them to 
end all trade of these materi- 
als by next year to protect 
the ozone layer. 

“Jordan will freeze the 
consumption of CFCs. 
which are hazardous sub- 
stances that contribute to the 


destruction of the ozone 
layer” said Hussein Shahin. 
assistant director of the 
Ozone Project at the EPC. 

"Protection will be 
ensured by changing the 
manufacturing process in 
certain industries producing 
refrigerators, sponge materi- 
al, and aerosol cans." he told 
the Jordan Times in a recent 
interview. “So far, 18 indus- 
trial complexes have adopt- 
ed the new technology and 
15 other factories will follow 
suit by May of this year." 

Mr. Hussein said the EPC 
has already succeeded in 
reaching the 1999 target of 
reducing methyl bromide 
consumption in Jordan from 
14.000 tonnes to 8.000 — a 
major achievement com- 
pared to other developing 
countries. 

According to the Montreal 
protocol, all signatories are 
required to limit the use of 
methyl bromide under a 
gradual time frame. Devel- 
oping countries, including 
Jordan, should stop produc- 
ing the substance by the year 
2002 and terminate its use 


by 2015. 

In the year 2003, partici- 
pants will meet to re-evalu- 
ate the implementation of 
the timetable and devise a 
new strategy for the coming 
years, including proper 
agendas and schedules to 
specif}' the gradual decrease 
in using environmentally 
unfriendly materials. 

Jordanian factories pollut- 
ing the ozone layer have 
been encouraged to use new 
technology through grants 
from the Montreal Multilat- 
eral Fund. The fund has allo- 
cated $25 million for 1998 
and 1999 in order to change 
activities that use methyl 
bromide in developing coun- 
tries. 

“Jordanian factories wel- 
come the new technology 
because they can upgrade 
their machinery, some of 
which are 20 years old," said 
Mr. Hussein. 

Other nations were also 
facing international pressure 
because they had ro upgrade 
machinery to use environ- 
mentally friendly imported 
raw materials. 


Interior ministry announces foreign 
HIV-carrier will not be deported 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of interior will not deport 
an Arab student who car- 
ries the human immuno- 
deficiency virus (HIV i 
virus despite threats by a 
law'yer to sue the govern- 
ment, Minister of Interior 
Nathir Rashid said Friday. 

“ft is strictly a human 
case," Mr. Rashid told the 
Jordan Times. “The stu- 
dent is not posing any 
threat. He was infected 
with the AIDS virus when 
he was seven years old 
through a blood transfu- 
sion." 

“1 personally granted 
him permission to slay in 
the country after consult- 
ing with the health minis- 
ter [Ashraf KurdiJ. who 


assured me that the stu- 
dent would not pose any 
health threat.” Mr. Rashid 
said. 

Current government 
regulations stipulate that 
non-Jordanians with 
HIV/AIDS must be 
deported. Jordanians 
infected with the virus 
receive education and 
counselling. 

Commenting on repons 
in local newspapers that 
the student was planning 
to leave the country Fri- 
day, Mr. Rashid said he 
had no knowledge on this 
matter. 

“We grunted him per- 
mission to stay in the 
country, but if he decided 
to leave, it is up to him." 
the minister said. 

However. Attorney 
Faisal Baiavneh. who last 


week announced that. he is 
suing both the interior 
and health ministers on 
the grounds that their 
decision threatens public 
health, stared that the stu- 
dent was staying in the 
country. 

“These are false reports. 
The student is still in the 
country and is trying to 
enroll in another private 
university since he was 
expelled from his current 
university." Mr. Batayneh 
told the Jordan Times Fri- 
day. 

The case was brought 
up when the weekly 
tabloid Shihan reported in 
its Jan. 3 issue that an 
unidentified student 
enrolled at a private uni- 
versity was granted resi- 
dency by the Ministry of 
Interior. 


The article prompted 
Mr. Batayneh to file a 
complaint at the Lower 
House of Parliament to 
sue both ministers for 
breaking residence laws 
by allowing the student to 
reside in the Kingdom. 

Recent reports released 
by the Ministry of Health 
and Medical Care indicate 
that over 80 per cent of 
the HIV/ AIDS carriers in 
Jordan were infected out- 
side the country, while 
nearly 40 per cent of the 
HIV/AIDS carriers arC 
non-Jordanians. 

The reports also stated 
that contaminated blood 
or blood products were 
the leading cause of 
HIV/AIDS cases recorded 
in Jordan, followed by 
heterosexual contact with 
an infected partner. 


Lower House to begin debate Sunday 
on revised JD1.95 billion state budget 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
tomorrow will start debating 
the state's JD1.95 billion 
draft budget for 1998. a 
process that deputies believe 
will be completed before the 
end of this month. 

The debate follows the 
revision of the budget draft 
by the House’s finance and 
economic affairs committee, 
chaired by Ali Abul Ragheb. 
Mr. Ragheb has already sub- 
mitted the committee's rec- 
ommendations to the House 
on the following issues: eco- 
nomic and social reforms, 
Jordan's debt, the balance of 
payments of public expendi- 
ture. the Kingdom's mone- 
tary policies, agriculture and 
agricultural land, water, 
energy, health, youth, civil 
defence, the private sector, 
the Aqaba Region Authority, 
the. Social Security Corpora- 
tion, labour, and the min- 


istries of industry and trade 
and supply. 

The committee recom- 
mended that die government 
pursue monetary policies 
that would safeguard the 
present exchange rates of the 
Jordanian dinar and consider 
the purchasing pow er of the 
local currency as the criteri- 
on for gauging price increas- 
es. 

The committee recom- 
mended that the government 
expand the social safety 1 net. 
involve more manpower in 
the production process, 
direct borrowed money 
towards development pro- 
jects. and minimise borrow- 
ing as much as possible. 

It called on the govern- 
ment to lighten control over 
financial matters, introduce 
more effective measures to 
collect funds payable to the 
treasury, facilitate proce- 
dures for investors, recon- 


struct the public sector, 
remove customs tariffs on 
imports, consider basic com- 
ponents for national industri- 
al production, set out a clear 
national privatisation policy, 
reduce the sales tax and cus- 
toms dunes, and enable the 
National Aid Fund to 
accommodate more needy 
people. 

The committee highlighted 
the importance of reducing 
charges on water used for 
agricultural purposes, speed- 
ing up the construction of 
the AI Addasiyeh Dam. 
drawing up a national plan 
for marketing Jordan's 
skilled manpower abroad, 
intensifying efforts to ensure 
the entry 1 of Jordan's prod- 
ucts into Palestinian mar- 
kets. increasing economic 
collaboration with the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 1 , 
.imposing, .stricter control to 
prevent merchants from 


tampering with prices, and 
retaining the cash subsidy 
policy to help needy groups. 

It urged the government to 
draw up a strategy for 
improving educational ser- 
vices in less developed areas 
of Jordan, steer education 
towards meeting the 
demands of the local labour 
market, reconsider the pre- 
sent tariffs for telephone 
calls, encourage the private 
sector to become more 
involved in investment pro- 
jects, link the Social Securi- 
ty Corporation's pension 
scale with the market’s price 
index, and provide all possi- 
ble support to the armed 
forces, the security services, 
and the retired servicemen. 

The committee requested 
that the government heed 
and consider these recom- 
mendations once they have 
been endorsed bv the House. 


Opposition groups to examine ‘practical 
measures’ to protest role in naval exercises 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Opposition par- 
ties and groups will hold a 
meeting Monday to discuss 
practical measures to protest 
the government’s decision to 
attend the recently concluded 
Turkish- Israeli-American 
naval exercises, a spokesper- 
son for the parties said Friday. 

Fbu’ad Dabour, secretary 
general of the Arab Ba'ath 
Progressive Party, said the 
meeting is a follow-up to a 
“popular meeting" held 
Thursday evening, which 
was attended by tens of oppo- 
sition party leaders, profes- 
sional union representatives, 
and independent personali- 
ties. 

Mr. Dabour told the Jordan 
Times that the Monday meet- 
ing will discuss "practical 
measures that can be imple- 
mented by the parties to 
protest the government's 
decision.” 

The meeting Thursday 
focused on the Kingdom's 
decision to send an observer 
to attend the five-day sea 


exercises by Israeli, Turkish, 
and American navies in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

The exercises, which were 
concluded Friday, prompted a 
chorus of criticism from 
Syria, Egypt. Iran, Iraq, and 
the Cairo-based Arab League, 
which urged Arab states to 
boycott these exercises. 

Israel and Turkey said the 
games, codenamed Reliant 
Mermaid, posed no threat to 
any regional party, adding 
that the exercises would focus 
on search and rescue opera- 
tions. 

Jordan turned down 
requests by Arab countries 
and dispatched naval com- 
mander Brigadier General 
Hussein Khasawneh as an 
observer to the games. 

During the meeting Thurs- 
day. participants lashed at the 
Turkish regime and accused it 
of being “anti- Arab and anti- 
Islam.” 

Participants proposed hold- 
ing a sit-in near the Turkish 
embassy in Amman to protest 
Ankara's •'military coopera- 
tion with Israel.” 

Among other proposals 


submitted was holding a 
“national conference” that 
would include the leaders of 
all political parties and 
unions, as well as national 
personalities, to counter any 
decision by Jordan "to partic- 
ipate in such exercises in the 
future." 

The head of the Jordan 
Engineers Association. Leith 
Shbeilat, said the govern- 
ment's decision to attend the 
manoeuvres was pan of a 
"campaign to bring Jordan 
closer to an alliance grouping 
Israel and Turkey " 

Mr. Shbeilau who was 
reading a statement on behalf 
of the professional unions, 
charged that the Kingdom's 
move was part of a wider plan 
ro strengthen “military and 
security cooperation with the 
Zionist enemy, the U.S.. and 
Britain.” 

“We denounce this step and 
urge the government to 
refrain from such policies and 
to apologise to die Jordanian 
people." he added. 

Mr. Shbeilat’s proposal thai 
the participants take immedi- 
ate “practical measures” to 


paitest the government’s 
decision was rejected by 
Islamic Action From OAF) 
Secretary General Abdul 
Latif Arabiyau 

Dr. Arab iy at urged the gath- 
ering not to take “hasty deci- 
sions” and proposed forming 
a committee that would dis- 
cuss all the proposals that 
were submitted during the 
three-hour meeting. 

Jordan Dentists Association 
Chairperson Su'id Abu 
Maiiar proposed holding a 
“national conference" to pres- 
sure the government to 
refrain from entering into any 
“alliance" with Israel and 
Turkey. 

Hamad Farhan, an indepen- 
dent, veteran pan-Arab politi- 
cian. charged that the King- 
dom's participation in the 
manoeuvres was a threat to 
the “security and stability 1 of 
the Arab Nation." 

The participants agreed to 
form a committee ro discuss 
all proposals by the partici- 
pants to enact a “practical 
plan" to protest the govern- 
ment's participation in the 
manoeuvres. 


Water authority inviting bids 
for management contract 


Price increases will affect less than 
40% of Amman — water authority 


AMMAN f Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Water and Irrigation 
Muniher Haddadin has 
announced that the Water 
Authority of Jordan ( WAJ) is 
distributing tenders inviting 
bids from companies wishing 
to conclude a "management 
contract" for managing the 
water and sewage networks 
within the Amman gover- 
nors. 

Five international compa- 
nies have already been quali- 
fied ro take part in *e bid- 
ding. he said, adding that the 
management contract is a 
major step in improving 
Amman's water and sewage 
services. 

In an announcement last 
week. Dr. Haddadin said the 


WAJ intends to announce a 
second tender concerning the 
replacement of the old and 
leaking water network in var- 
ious districts of Amman. 

The minister noted that the 
Council of Ministers has 
already approved the two 
tenders and has appointed a 
special tender committee, 
headed by the WAJ secretary 
general, to take charge of the 
process. 

According to Dr. Had- 
dadin. the 'World Bunk and 
the European investment 
Bank, as well as the German, 
Italian, and American gov- 
ernments are financing the 
network project, which is 
expected to have an overall 
cost of $200 million. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Less 
than 40 per cent of Amman 
residents will be affected 
by the recent increase in 
water consumption 

charges because they con- 
sume 41 cubic metres of 
water or less every three 
months, according to . 
Munther Khleifat. secre- 
tary general of the Jordan 
Water Authority (JWA). 

In an interview with A) 
Ra'i Arabic daily, he said 
the JWA. which increased 
the price of water on Oct. 

1. 1997. will distribute 
October, November, and 
December bills ro con- 
sumers within the next two 
weeks. 


Only ten per cent of the 
capital's residents will pay 
a slight increase in price, 
while 27 per cent of 
Amman residents will 
shoulder the brunt because 
it is they who consume 
large amounts of water, 
according to Mr. Khleifat. 

People in the other gov- 
emorates who consume 52 
cubic metres of water or 
less in three months, near- 
ly 76 per cent of the popu- 
lation. will not be affected 
by the hike, and only 7.5 
per cent of people living in 
these govemorates will be 
slightly affected, he added. 

Mr. Khleifat said the 
JWA introduced the new 


tariff to encourage people 
to consume less water, 
which is becoming more 
and more scarce. With the 
new tariff, he added, the 
public will share a small 
portion of the costs of sup- 
ply. maintenance, and 
operation. 

According to the new 
rates, subscribers consum- 
ing up to 20 cubic metres 
in Amman for domestic 
purposes will pay 260 
piasters per cubic metre, 
but those living outside 
Amman, in other gover- 
norates, and in the Jordan 
Valley will pay 220 
piasters for a cubic metre 
of water. 
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Mowlam submits 14-point 
paper to loyalist prisoners 


BELFAST (AFP) — 
Britain's Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam 
emerged from a 90-minute 
meeting with Protestant 
loyalist prisoners at the 
Maze here Friday calling it 
“useful and constructive." 

She told a news confer- 
ence she had presented a 
14-point paper to the loyal- 
ists aimed at keeping their 
political representatives in 
the multi-partv talks on the 
province's future. 

It contained an assurance 
that Northern Ireland 
would remain part of the 
United Kingdom so long as 
the majority of people Hy- 
ing in the province wishes 
it. 

Militants of the Ulster 
Defence Association and 
Ulster Freedom Fighters, 
who have called on their 


political leaders to with- 
draw from the peace nego- 
tiations due to resume in 
Belfast Monday. will 
decide whether to stick 
with the process later in the 
day. 

She hoped for an early- 
dee ision on the issue. 

Ms. Mowlam said she 
told the jailed loyalists that 
the only way to an Ulster 
settlement was through 
negotiation. 

“I came here to ensure 
that this process is taken 
forward by all possible 
means.” 

Ms. Mowlam said she 
also saw prisoners from the 
loyalist Ulster Volunteer 
Force and the Irish 
Republican Army who told 
her to “keep going." 

Ms. Mowlam said her 
debate with the loyalists 


had been informal, but she 
stressed norhing could be 
achieved unless there was 
calks process, and she 
hoped all sides would be 
back ut the Stormont nego- 
tiating table when dialogue 
begins again Monday. 

“No one is going to get 
anything if we don’t have a 
talks process." she said. 
“Talks are the only way 
forward.” 

But she added: “If we get 
confidence in the talks 
process... then the issues 
con begin to be addressed. 

“They understand, like 
most people in Northern 
Ireland that it’s very diffi- 
cult to do anything in terms 
of confidence-building 
unless we can get an 
accommodation,” said Ms. 
Mowlam. 

“We had some very 


detailed discussions but we 
agreed we would not go 
into the detail of them. 
There is no doubt they are 
interested in progress at the 
talks and that's paramount 
to them.” 

Ms. Mowlam added: “I 
came here determined to 
make my message clear. 
Talking is the only way for- 
ward. We have had frustrat- 
ingly slow progress but 
there is a desire to move 
forward. 

“The prisoners felt the 
talks were going nowhere 
but I have done my best. 
The talks are the only way 
forward and unless they 
participate in that, nothing 
but negative events can 
happen in Northern Ireland. 

“I don’t know if I suc- 
ceeded. We will find out 
later today." 


New Spanish ruling party politician 
killed in Basque car blast 


ZARAUZ. Spain 
(AP) — A council- 
lor from Spain’s rul- 
ing party died 
Friday from his 
injuries when a 
bomb exploded 

beneath his car in 
what appeared to be 
the first attack of the 
year by the armed 
Basque separatist 
group ETA. 

Jose Ignacio 

Iruretagoyena. 34, 
died shortly after 
the blast occurred 
around 8 a.m. (0700 
GMT), losing an 
arm and a leg in the 
blast, the Interior 


Ministry said. 

The bomb explod- 
ed moments after 
Mr. Iruretagoyena 
left his home to 
drive to work in 
Zarauz, where he is 
a local Popular 
Party councillor. He 
was survived by his 
wife and two chil- 
dren. national radio 
said. 

If the ETA claims 
responsibility. Mr. 
Iruretagoyena 
would be the fourth 
Popular Party politi- 
cian to be killed by 
the group In two 
years. 


The attacks came 
a day after the 
party's chief repre- 
sentative in the 
Basque region 
called for greater 
police protection for 
the party’s mem- 
bers. 

“Once again it has 
been verified that 
we are a clear tar- 
get." Carlos Iturgaiz 
said shortly after the 
attack. 

On Dec. 11. 
Popular Party 
Councillor Jose 
Luis Caso was shot 
while dining in a bar 
in the Basque city of 


(run. 

That attack came 
three months after 
the ETA kidnapped 
and killed Miguel 
Angel Blanco, a 
youthful small-town 
councillor whose 
slaying that drew 
millions of 

Spaniards onto to 
the streets for sever- 
al days of protests. 

ETA. which 
stands for Basque 
homeland and free- 
dom. has killed 
nearly 800 people 
since it began fight- 
ing for Basque inde- 
pendence in 1968. 


Little mermaid’s head returned 


COPENHAGEN (AP)— A 
hooded man dropped off the 
head of the famed little mer- 
maid statue at a television 
station Friday, three days 
after it was sawed off of her 
body. 

The drop-off was filmed 
by the same freelance cam- 
eraman who got a call 
before dawn Tuesday to 
come to the Harbourside 
Park to see what had been 
done to the statue. 

His footage, aired on 
TV2. shows a man in a 
hood walking towards the 
building of rival TV- 
Danmark. putting the 
bronze head on the ground 
and disappearing behind a 
parked car. 

No arrests have been 
made. Police said they were 
examining the head for fin- 
gerprints and other clues. 

The statue which is based 
on the Hans Christian 
Andersen tale, draws about 
a million visitors per year. It 
is cherished by Danes who 
see the mermaid as a nation- 
al symbol comparable to 
Paris’s Eiffel Tower or 
London's Big Ben. 

“That’s great. We'll save 
lots of money," 
Copenhagen city chief 
architect Otio Kaeszner told 
TV2. A new head would 
have cost as much as 80.000 
kroner i$ 14,000). 

The little mermaid, erect- 
ed in 1913. has had its head 
sawed off once before, in 
1964. No one was arrested 
for that vandalism, although 
several people including a 
radical artist have claimed 
responsibility'. One of the 
statue's arms was cut off in 
1983. 


A unidentified police officer prepares to put the decap- 
itated head of Copenhagen's Little Mermaid in a box 
near the buildings of T V-Danmark, a Danish television 
company in Skovlunde, a suburb some twenty kilome- 
ters west of Copenhagen ("Reuters photo) 

The original head was replaced with another mod- 
never found and was elied after the original. 



Director of Moscow’s giant 
Rossiya Hotel murdered 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
managing director of the giant 
Rossiya Hotel, one of 
Moscow's best-known land- 
marks, was found shot dead 
Friday by the lift of his apart- 
ment block in what police said 
appeared to be a contract 
killing. 

Russian ORT television 
described the shooting of 
Yevgeny Tsunbalistov. 49, as 
‘the first contract killing in 
Russia in 1998." 

Tsimbalistov's driver found 


his body at 9:27 a.m. (13627 
GMT) on the ground floor of 
the apartment block, after 
having waited for him outside 
for 45 minutes. ITAR-TASS 
reported, quoting police. 

Several years ago the previ- 
ous managing director of the 
Rossiya was hacked to death 
with an axe. ITAR-TASS 
reported. 

A year ago Moscow city 
hall announced plans to let 
New York property’ o coon 
Donald Trump modernise the 


Soviet-era Rossiya. a vast 
concrete block near Red 
Square built in 1967 with 
more than 6.000 beds. The 
project's cost was put at SSOO 
million. 

Many Muscovites regard 
the decaying Rossiya as an 
insult to' the fine churches 
including Si Basil's Cathedral 
situated near ii ! and refur- 
bished luxury hotels such as 
the National and Metropol 
have overtaken it in the popu- 
larity stakes. 


Kohl rules out 

post-election 

alliance with 

left-wing 

opposition 

party 

WINDHAGEN (AFP) — 
German Chancellor 

Helmut Kohl Friday ruled 
out any alliance between 
his conservative Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) 
party and the opposition 
Social Democrats tSPD) 
after general elections due 
in September. 

He would not enter such 
a “grand coalition" if the 
elections proved inconclu- 
sive for the ruling centre- 
right parties, he said. 

“We don't want a new 
(grand) coalition," said Mr. 
Kohl. “We want to contin- 
ue the current coalition," 
he told reporters at a the 
beginning of a two-day 
strategy session of his 
CDU 'party at Windhagen. 
30 kilometres south of 
Bonn. 

The CDU rules along 
with its sister Christian 
Social Union (CSU) and 
the liberal Free Democrats 
(FDP). 

The CDU/CSU and the 
SPD formed a grand coali- 
tion between 1966 and 
1969. 

That year Willy Brandt 
became then West 
Germany's first Social 
Democratic chancellor of a 
coalition which comprised 
the FDP. 

‘ Global 
Hilton ’ 
balloon 
leaking , 
tries to 
land 

WASHINGTON IAFP) — 
The “Global Hilton” hot 
air balloon that left 
Albuquerque. New 

Mexico, early Friday in a 
bid to make the first 
round-the-world non-stop 
balloon flight was trying 
to land after a technical 
problem, the ground crew 
said. 

A helium cell in the 
upper part of the balloon, 
piloted by U.S. adventur- 
ers Dick Rutan and David 
Melton, ruptured at an alti- 
tude of about 9.000 metres 
about an hour after liftoff, 
the ground crew said. 

“The helium cell burst at 
7:28 a.m. our time." said 
Patrick Barry, a ground 
crew member. “We are try- 
ing to land it." 

The balloon, launched at 
6:19 a.m. (1319 GMT), 
was leaking fuel but was 
not in immediate danger of 
crashing, the ground crew 
said. 




Russian flight engineer Pavel Vinogradov during his spacewalk which included inspection of a leak in one of the 
space stations external hatches. Vinogradov and Commander Anatoly Solovyov completed all their tasks during a 
record-breaking spacewalk outside the Mir space station Friday after a spacewalk which lasted only three boiirs 
instead of the six originally planned (Reuters photo) 

Mir crew locates faulty lock on leaky hatch 


MOSCOW (AP) — Two 
Russian cosmonauts ven- 
tured into open space for 
more than three hours 
Friday and successfully 
located a defective lock 
that was allowing air to 
leak out a hatch door on the 
Mir space station. 

Russian ground con- 
trollers were pleased with 
the finding, saying the 
problem could be fixed 
soon, and with relative 
ease, from inside the space 
station. 

“All the tasks we placed 
before the crew have been 
carried out” Vladimir 
Solovyov, the head of mis- 
sion control, declared after 
the spacewalk. 

Cosmonauts Anatoly 
Solovyov and Pavel 
Vinogradov discovered 
that one of 10 main locks 
on the door was broken, 
which prevented a tight 
seal, said mission control 
deputy chief Viktor Blagov. 

The hatch on the Mir’s 
Kvant-2 module had failed 
to close properly after a 


spacewalk lasL November, 
resulting in a partial loss of 
pressure in the module. 
However, the situation was 
not considered serious, 
affecting only Kvam's 
docking chamber, which is 
sealed from the rest of the 
station. 

Still, it has been inconve- 
nient. forcing the crew to 
don their bulky spacesuits 
in a smaller compartment 
nearby. 

During their examina- 
tion. Solovyov and 
Vinogradov discovered 
that the spoke that inserts 
into the lock had become 
frozen and would need to 
be replaced, Mr. Blagov 
said. 

But he said a tight seal 
was possible in the interim 
because the hatch also has 
10 auxiliary locks. Only 
five of the auxiliary' locks 
were latched after the pre- 
vious spacewalk, which is 
why there was some leak- 
age. Mr. Blagov said. 

If all 10 auxiliary locks 
are latched properly, there 


should be no leakage, he 
said, which will make it 
possible to make the repair 
front inside the space sta- 
tion without risking depres- 
surisation. 

After they finished the 
spacewalk. the crew 
pumped air into the dock- 
ing chamber, and after 12 
to 24 hours they will be 
able to determine whether 
there is still a leak. 

Mr. Blagov said the hatch 
repair will be scheduled 
sometime after next 
Wednesday. when 

Solovyov will make a 
spacewalk with U.S. astro- 
naut David Wolf. 

During ' Friday's effort, 
the two cosmonauts also 
crawled along the hull to a 
neighbouring module to 
retrieve a box containing 
American tests of materials 
designed for use in the vac- 
uum of space. Wolf filmed 
his crewmates' movements 
from inside the station. 

During the upcoming 
mission. Solovyov and 
Wolf will gather another 


set of U.S. scientific exper- 
iments attached to the out- 
side of the orbiter. It will k 
the American's first walk in 
space. 

Solovyov is the mosi 
experienced space walker 
in history. He has new 
logged more than 73 hours 
in open space on 15 walks, 
six of them coming since 
he arrived on his currem 
Mir mission in August. 

He and Vinogradov. »h> 
has now accompanied him 
on a total of five space 
walks, have managed k 
restore most of the powe 
lost in last June's collisiH 
with a cargo ship. 

• Mir. the world’s longest 
flying space outpost, wt 
mark its 1 2th anniversar 
in orbit next month, though 
it only had been expected 
to last for five years. 

Despite continuing com- 
puter breakdowns, the lat- 
est of which occurred ttf 
week. Mir has been rela- 
tively quiet in recent 
months after a string ”■ 
accidents last year. 


Albanian leader calls for Czech 
dialogue with Serb authorities probe 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Ibrahim Rugova 
the ethnic Albanian leader in 
southern Serbia's troubled 
Kosovo province, said Friday 
that he was ready ro open a 
dialogue with the Serbian 
authorities. 

“The international commu- 
nity has strived in recent days 
to establish a dialogue 
between the legitimate repre- 
sentatives of Kosovo 
Albanians and the Serbian 
authorities." Mr. Rugova, 
head of the main Albanian 
Kosovo Democratic League 
(LDK), told reporters here. 

Albanians “will remain firm 
in their positions — (for a) 
neutral and independent 
Kosovo." Mr. Rugova said. 


warning that an explosion of 
violence in Kosovo “will be 
dangerous for the whole 
region.” 

Mr. Rugova said he hod “no 
knowledge of the existence” 
of the underground Kosovo 
Liberation Army (UCK), 
which has claimed responsi- 
bility for a series of deadly 
attacks against Serb targets in 
the province in recent months. 

The ethnic Albanian leader 
however said he could not 
confirm a report that Robert 
Gel bard, the U.S. special 
envoy for the Balkans who is 
due to come to the former 
Yugoslav region next week, 
would visit Kosovo. 

Mr. Gelburd warned 
Tuesday that Belgrade's fail- 


ure to hold talks with Kosovo 
activists could radicalise the 
situation in the province 
which was stripped of its 
autonomous status in 1989 by 
Serbia's parliament. 

But Mr. Gel bard also 
warned that the UCK was 
“running the risk of being a 
terrorist" organisation. some- 
thing he said the United Slates 
would not countenance. 

Belgrade has been criticised 
for blatant human rights abus- 
es in Kosovo where nine out 
of ten people are ethnic 
Albanians. Washington has 
linked the reintegration of 
Yugoslavia into the interna- 
tional community to a settle- 
ment of the Kosovo problem. 


Top Bosnian Serb rival leaders 
meet but fail to reach accord 


BRCKO. Bosniu- 

Herzegovina (AFP) — 
Bosnian Serb leaders locked 
in a power struggle met here 
Friday in another attempt to 
reach an agreement on a new 
government and parliament 
officials. 

Biljanu Plavsic, president 
of the Bosnian Serb entity, 
and her leading hardline 
opponent Momcilo 

Krajisnik, meeyting on the 
Bosnian Serb entity 
Republika Srpska (RS) state 
holiday, failed to agree on 
power sharing. 

However, Mr. Krajisnik 
told reporters he was “opti- 
mistic” about finding a solu- 
tion to the crisis which erupt- 
ed after his hardliiners reject- 


ed Ms. Plavsic’s proposal for 
the new RS premier. 

“RS has to be in the hands 
of patriots and the agreement 
should be reached by 
Monday, Jan. 12 the latest,” 
when the next assembly ses- 
sion was scheduled for, Mr. 
Krajisnik said. 

After their meeting behind 
Lite close doorc. Mr. Krajisnik 
and Ms. Plavsic have met 
wiih the representatives of 
Serb political psuiieas repre- 
sented in the assembly. 

Mr. Krajisniks nationalist 
supporters, who have lost 
their absolute majority in the 
new assembly, refuse to share 
power with relative moder- 
ates loyal to Ms. Plavsic, and 
last Saturday blocked the 


appointment of a parliament 
speaker and prime minister. 

Western-backed Plavsic 
proposed her candidate, 
economist Mladen fvanic, for 
the premier's post, but hand- 
linen; from (he Serb 
Democratic party (SDS) 
rejected her proposal. 

Western officials in Bosnia 
gave their backing io her 
choice for the premiership. 
Deputy High Represenu've to 
Bosnia Jacques Klein said 
Thursday. 

No one party holds an 
absolute majority' in the par- 
liament which emerged from 
early elections held on Nov. 
22 and 23 to end a continuing 
power-struggle among 
Bosnian Serb leaders. 
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Warcrimes court calls 
on former Yugoslav 
officers to surrender 
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the HAGUE (AFP) — 
Three former Yugoslav army 
officers accused of the mur- 
der of 200 people in 1991 
during fighting in Croatia 
have been ordered to surren- 
der to the court ahead of the 
trial of a co-defendant later 
this month, officials said Fri- 
day. 

The trio were indicted in 
November 1995 along with 
civilian official Slavko Dok- 
manovie for their alleged 
involvement in the murder of 
approximately 200 Croatian 
and other non-Serb patients 
and individuals taken tirom' a 
hospital in Vukovar, eastern 
Croatia. 

Mr. Dokmanovic, who was 
the mayor of Vukovar at the 
time of the fighting, was 
arrested in June after the tri- 
bunal secretly indicted him 
on six charges of war crimes 
and crimes against humanity 
earlier in the year. He is to go 
on trial Jan. 19. 

The court's order was 
issued on Dec. 19 and deliv- 
ered to the embassy of the 
Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia on New Year’s 
Eve. said an International 


Criminal Tribunal for the for- 
mer Yugoslavia (ICTY) state- 
ment. 

Each of the three. Mile 
Miksic. Miroslav Radic and 
Veselin Sijiv-uncanin, are 
being asked to surrender so 
that they can be tried along- 
side Mr. Dokmanovic other- 
wise they risk losing certain 
privileges should they come 
to trial at a later date. 

In its statement, the ICTY 
said it had asked the Yugoslav 
authorities to place adverts in 
newspapers with copies of the 
court order calling on the men 
to surrender. 

The court said that if Mr. 
Dokmanovic is tried alone, 
the ICTY prosecutor could 
rule that in any subsequent 
trial of the trio witnesses arc 
not required to appear in per- 
son or that righis to cross- 
examine witnesses had been 
forfeited. 

A total of 74 people have 
been indicted by the court for 
alieged warcrimes in the for- 
mer Yugoslav conflict, the 
majority of diem Bosnian 
Serbs. Of the 19 held in cus- 
tody. just two are ethnic 
Serbs. 
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Americans warned to 
keep a watchful eye 
for possible attacks 
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ISLAMABAD (API — 
Americans living abroad 
were warned Friday to be 
wary of possible terrorist 
attacks in retaliation for the 
successive life sentences 
given by a U.S. court to 
Ramzi Yousef, the master- 
mind of the World Trade 
Centre bombing. 

Yousef, 29, was sentenced 
Thursday to 248 years in 
prison tor the 1993 bombing 
of the World Trade Centre in 
New< York and life in prison 
for the 1994 bombing of a 
Philippine Airline plane. 

Six people died in the 
bombing of the World Trade 
Centre and a Japanese pas- 
senger died in the airline 
attack. 

•‘While we have no specific 
threat information at this 
time, the potential exists for 
retaliation by Yousef s sym- 
pathisers against American 
interests.'’ the warning states. 

“All U.N. installations 
abroad have been instructed 
to review their security pre- 
cautions.” it said. 

The warning was not spe- 
cific to Pakistan, although 
Yousef was arrested in the 
federal capital of Islamabad 
in 1995 and extradited to the 
United States to stand trial. 

Yousef, a veteran of the 
1980s war in neighbouring 
Afghanistan against invading 
Soviet soldiers, apparently 
flew to Pakistan following 
the bombing of the Philip- 
pine Airiine plane. 

A fire in a Philippine apart- 
ment attracted police to a 
computer in which there 


were details of Yousefs plots 
to blow up a dozen U.S. air- 
liners over the Far East. 

Americans have been tar- 
geted in Pakistan in the past 

In November last year in 
the southern port city of 
Karachi, four American oil 
company employees were 
gunned down just two days 
after Aimal Kasi, a Pakistani, 
was found guilty in a U.S. 
court of killing two CIA 
agents, four years earlier. 

The only group to publicly 
take responsibility for tire 
brazen early morning killing 
of the Texas-based Union 
Texas Company workers was 
a group calling itself the 
Aimal Kasi Secret Group, 
which warned of further 
attacks if Kasi was sentenced 
to death. 

He was later handed the 
death sentence, which his 
lawyers arc appealing. 

Two U.S. government 
employees were shot and 
killed also in Karachi in 
1995. 

“The security office recom- 
mends that you pay close 
attention to your personal 
security and that of your fam- 
ily. closely adhering to secu- 
rity countermeasures.” the 
warning says. 

A reward of $2 million was 
offered for the capture of 
both Yousef and Kasi, who 
eluded capture for several 
years. 

Both men were arrested in 
Pakistan and extradited to the 
U.S. by Pakistani authorities, 
who assisted in their capture. 
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Close to 9,000 hate 
crimes committed in U.S. 
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Washington (AFPj — a 
total of 8.759 hate crimes 
were perpetrated in the United 
Stales in 1996 and 60 per cent 
of them were racially motivat- 
ed, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation said. 

Other motives were religion 
(1,04-1 crimes), sexual vio- 
lence mainly directed at 
homosexuals (1,01 6), and eth- 
nicity (940), said an FBI state- 
ment quoted Thursday by 
Attorney General Janet Reno. 

‘These statistics show what 
we long believed is true: hate 
crimes have long gone under- 
reported.'' Ms. Reno told a 
press conference. 

Under the heading of haie 
crimes fall not only physical 
aggression but also intimida- 
tion. according to a definition 
set down in a J 990 law. 

The FBI began gathering 
statistics on hate crimes in 
1993, but due to the signifi- 
cant increase of organisations 
and groups reporting such 


incidents every year, the FBI 
was unable to give compara- 
tive figures for years prior to 
1996. 

. “Violent crime has dropped 
for five years in a row. but 
we're just beginning to grasp 
the problem of hate crimes 
and how best to fight back,' 
Ms. Reno said. 

Eighty per cent of haie 
crimes in 1996 were directed 
at individuals. The rest were 
against businesses and associ- 
ations, the FBI said. 

Intimidation made up 39 per 
cent of all hate crimes in 1996. 
followed by vandalism (27 
per cent), bodily harm and 
injuries ( 1 6 per cent) and seri- 
ous injuries 1 13 pn - e’enrj. 

Ms. Reno said site had 
asked state governments 
across the country to nomi- 
nate somebody to coordinate 
the national fight against hate 
crime, adding that a confer- 
ence on the subject will take 
place here Feb. 1 S. 
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Congress chief denies 
‘cold war’ with Sonia Gandhi 


Indian explosive experts search for clues at a bomb 
blast spot in New Delhi (Reuters photo) 

New Delhi blast injures 45 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Forty-five people were 
injured, nine seriously, in a 
bomb blast Friday near New 
Delhi's police headquarters 
in the heart of the city, wit- 
nesses said. 

The bomb, which police 
say was hidden under a hand- 
cart. went off in a small road- 
side market next to the capi- 
tal's income tax offices. 

Police Commissioner B.K. 
Gupta said the bomb was 
similar to a series of “crude 
devices.” many placed on 
buses, which exploded in the 
city last year. 

“It was a low intensity 
blast. We believe the people 
behind the bus bombings are 
responsible for this” he said. 

The explosion blew out the 
windows of a nearby creche 
but no children inside were 
hurt 

New Delhi's Chief Minis- 
ter Sahib Singh Venna. 
meanwhile, called for the 
resignation of city police 
chief R.K. Takkar saying 
there were 24 blasts in the 
Indian capital in the previous 
year, none of which had been 
solved. 

“Despite the explosions. 


die police have been unable 
to find a single clue.” he said, 
adding that the police's 
image had been “tarnished" 
due to Mr. Takkar's ineffi- 
ciency. A. Rufeeq. a witness, 
said he saw a groundnut ven- 
dor near the handcart “who 
was fighting with other ven- 
dors lor a spot” in the market. 

*“1 saw him move away and 
leave the handcart alone for 
about half an hour. The same 
can blew up. A woman was 
seriously injured in the leg,” 
he said. 

Hospital authorities said 
the woman's leg was ampu- 
tated and she was in critical 
condition. 

Bombings in New Delhi 
last year killed 13 people and 
left around 250 injured in the 
Indian capital. The blasts 
were variously blamed on 
Sikh and Kashmir separatists 
or Pakistani intelligence, 
although no hard evidence or 
arrests followed. 

The last bombing, which 
took place on a bus on Dec. 
30, left four dead. 

Most of the devices have 
been packed with nails and 
screws and relied on liquid 
chemical detonators. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
The head of India's Con- 
gress has denied being 
locked in a "cold war” with 
the widow of assassinated 
Premier Rajiv Gandhi over 
who should lead the pony 
in upcoming elections, 
reports said Friday. 

Sitaram Kesri, president 
of the once-dominant 
party, said the Italian-born 
Sonia Gandhi was the 
“undisputed leader" of the 
Congress and rumours of a 
rift were “baseless." 

“Sonia Gandhi is our 
leader and I am with her," 
he told Congress support- 
ers here. 

His statement follows 
increasing calls wirhin the 
party for the 51 -year-old 
widow to replace the age- 
ing, increasingly unpopu- 
lar Kesri as its figurehead 
during the campaign 
before February- March 
balloting. 

Mr. Kesri said he had 
also urged her to take over. 

Congress hardliners want 
to capitalise on the aura 
surrounding the Gandhi 
name in the elections. 

Sonia Gandhi, who has 


no political experience, 
last week accepted their 
pleas to campaign for the 
parry, although she has so 
far remained silent on 
whether she will become a 
candidate in the polls. 

Congress ruled the coun- 
try under Jawaharlal 
Nehru, his daughter Indira 
and Rajiv Gandhi for 
almost four decades after 
independence but has been 
steadily losing support in 
recent years. 

Congress spokesman Ved 
Prakash said there was no 
leadership "cold war.” 
adding: “It is a smoke 
without fire ... They both 
are working in harmony. 
Sonia is one of mosr 
respected leaders we 
have.” 

He did, however, suggest 
that she could ultimately 
replace Mr. Kesri, saying 
she had been asked to take 
over the party’ following 
Rajiv Gandhi's assassina- 
tion in 1991. 

“She refused but the post 
is still open,” he said. 

“There are no factions 
which oppose Sonia taking 
over the party's leader- 


ship.” 

Vasant Sathe, a cabinet 
minister in the Congress 
government be ween 1991- 
1996, said Thursday that 
the party “cannot have two 
riders riding the horse at 
the same time.” 

He argued Congress 
needed a swing of 12 per 
cent to win the elections 
but “this near miracle can 
be achieved only if we 
hand over the reins... fully 
to Sonia." 

Analysts predict the polls 
to end in a hung parliament 
and a new coalition. 

The Hindu nationalists 
are expected to consolidate 
their position os India's 
largest parliamentary party 
but without winning an 
overall majority. 

Congress were voted out 
of office in 1996 but suc- 
ceeded in keeping the 
nationalists, their bitter 
rivals, out of power by 
propping up a minority 
multi-party coalition. 

Congress has already 
begun using election 
posters featuring Sonia 
Gandhi rather than the 
octogenarian Kesri, even 


though she does not hold 
an official post in the party. 

She only became a full 
member late last year, 
despite wielding consider- 
able behind-the-scenes 
influence since Rajiv 
Gandhi's assassination in 
1991. 

Mr. Kesri, a poor public 
speaker, is seen more as a 
backroom "fixer" than a 
charismatic leader. 

The Congress, mean- 
while, Friday sacked a 
newly-acquired team of 
public relations advisors 
hired to boost the party' 's 
image. 

Spokesman Vithal Gadgii 
Said the party had decided 
it did not need “profession- 
als lo help us out in the 
elections.” 

Public relations firm Per- 
fect Relations was hired 
last week to boost the 
party’s image "under a 
jaded leadership." 

A spokesman for Perfect 
Relations said it has “sus- 
pended the campaign" 
because of "serious differ- 
ences in operating styles of 
a certain group within the 
Congress Party'." 


U.S. general recommended for 
reappointment despite adultery scandal 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— An air force general 
whose chance to be chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs- 
of-Staff was sunk by an 
extramarital affair will be 
recommended for a sec- 
ond term as vice chair- 
man, the Penragon said 
Thursday. 

Defence Secretary 
William Cohen will rec- 
ommend General Joseph 
Ralston for another two- 
year term as' the mili- 
tary’s second-ranking 
officer when his current 
term as vice chairman 
ends in February, Penta- 


gon spokesman Kenneth 
Bacon said. 

“It is clear to the secre- 
tary. I think to the presi- 
dent as well, that he has 
performed with extraor- 
dinary skill in that job 
and it would be great if 
he could stay in that job 
for another two years," 
Mr. Bacon said. 


Gen. Ralston had 
topped the list of candi- 
dates to succeed General 
John Shalikasbvili as 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs last year but with- 
drew following disclo- 
sure that he had had an 
adulterous affair years 
earlier. 

Members of Congress 


protested a promotion for 
Gen. Ralston when the 
air force had threatened 
to. court martial and ulti- 
mately cashiered its first 
female B-52 bomber 
pilot for adultery. 

Gen. Ralston's reap- 
pointment requires con- 
firmation by the Senate. 
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Job Opportunity - Senior Post 

RE - ADVERTISEMENT 

The British Council is Britain’s principal agency for cultural relations abroad. 

It operates through a global network of offices in 109 countries around the world. 
The British Council, Jordan has a vacancy for the senior post of ACCOUNTANT . 
As a senior officer, you will assume responsibility for a unique system of 
accounts operated in the Council. You will be the point of reference on budget and 
finance issues. You will also be expected to attend to detail and procedure, guide 
others and suggest accounting procedures that will ensure efficiency and integrity. 

The successful candidate will 

- have a qualification in accounting from a reputable Institute/University. 
Preference will be given to applicants with UK professional qualifications. 

- be highly numerate and accurate . 

- have excellent command of Arabic and English. 

- have excellent computer skills and be familiar with automated accounting packages . 

- have a proven five year record of experience in accounting in a 
medium/large size organisation, preferably international, operating 
in Jordan . 

An attractive compensation package awaits the successful candidate. It will 
include a salary that is negotiable according to experience and qualification, 
medical insurance and Provident Fund savings accounts. 

Short listed candidates should expect go have their English language and 
computer skills formally tested before interview. 

Previous applicants need not apply again. 

Please send your full CV to : 

The Director 

The British Council 

P.O.Box 634 Amman 11118 Jordan 

Fax : 656413 

e-mail:BC.Amman@BC-Amman.sprintxora 

Registered in England as charity no. 209131 



KLM 

Royal Dutch Airlines 


Jordan 


"PK" - Executive 

Leading European Airline expanding and well-represented not 
only in Jordan but also throughout Middle East is looking for 

■ PK" - Executives. 

"PK" stands for KLM's innovative service-concept of 
multi-functional. staff trained and groomed to perform in all 
front-line services and sales roles in contact with passengers 
and Travel Agents. 

Best performing "PK" - Executive will have opportunities 
to grow into middle management jobs. 

KLM is looking for Female /Male candidates : 

* Age : 20 - 27 years 

* B.Com , B.Tech , Hotel Management , MBA 

* PC - literate 

* Absolutely fluent in English (written and spoken) 

* Service and Quality oriented 

* Outgoing , friendly f team player 


Please apply by letter explaining interest / suitability for 
PK-job , enclose 1 page CV and personal photo by hand to : 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines - Amman 

King Hussein street opposite the Central Bank of Jordan 

good£uck 


Doberman Puppy 


7 Months female pure bred Doberman 
(Black and Rust). 

She's extremely friendly and playful. 
•Tail not docked and ears not clipped. 


For information, please call : 
6S9680 between 12-2pm. 


THE GOURMET T0(JCH 

Enhance the flavor of 
your favorite food 

Add to salads, pasta, pizza, 
rice and other dishes. 
Enjoy alone with bread, 
cheese or as an appetizer. 


Sun-dried tomatoes 
available now! 


100% NATURAL 

No preservatives 
No additives 

Now at Alahlia-Abela, 
Safeway, Grand Supermarket, 
Sweet Supermarket and other 
fine food stores in Amman. 



Packed in pure olive oil. 
Pre-cut also available. 


For more information 
please call 657821 
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Trick in upping ante 

ISRAELI PRIME , Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu does not only want to scale-down 
the size of the Israeli redeployment In the West 
Bank, he also plans to delay the implementation 
of such withdrawal by three months. 
Netanyahu says he needs the time as a proba- 
tionary period to test the Palestinians’ respect 
for their commitments under the Oslo accords. 
But the real reason, it seems, is that the Israeli 
leader wants to toughen his bargaining position 
ahead of his upcoming trip to Washington for 
talks with President Bill Clinton and during the 
visit of the U.S. envoy to the Middle East, Denis 
Ross. 

Netanyahu’s attempt to raise the stakes comes 
amid new reports that his government has 
embarked on yet another settlement expansion 
in the still-occupied Palestinian territories. 

What is happening in Israel today maybe 
explained by the departure from the govern- 
ment last week of Foreign Minister David Levy 
and the possible resignation of Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai. Both men are 
considered political doves in comparison with 
Netanyahu and the rest of his right-wing coali- 
tion members 

On the surface of things, the prime minister 
seeks what he calls “reciprocity” with the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) by insist- 
ing that the Palestinians live up to “their end of 
the bargain.” The PNA is required to fight “ter- 
rorism,” amend its charter where it calls for the 
destruction of Israel, and downsize its police 
force. If in fact Netanyahu is only seeking a 
quid pro quo with the Palestinians before he 
goes ahead with the Israeli withdrawal, an 
equitable and balanced formula can still be 
found under which both sides would be called 
upon to fulfill their respective Oslo accords 
commitments concurrently. 

Just as Israel may wish to ascertain that the 
Palestinians fully respect their commitments, 
the PNA needs to know well in advance also 
that its full compliance would lead to the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state on the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

At a time when Netanyahu is so dependent ou 
hardliners and ultra-religious factions who will 
resist any decision to withdraw from even one 
inch From what they call “Eretz Israel,” the 
Palestinians cannot be expected to sacrifice all 
for nothing. 

In order to achieve results, the prime minister 
must demonstrate first of all that be is capable 
of isolating the fanatics in his own coalition 
before he makes demands on the PNA to go fur- 
ther in meetings its obligations under past 
agreements. Otherwise, Netanyahu’s call for 
reciprocity would ring hollow. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Arab Al Yawnfs Mohammad Subeihi called on 
decision-makers to heed the results of a survey conduct- 
ed by the Centre for Strategic Studies at the University 
of Jordan which revealed that more than SO per cent of 
Jordanians still view Israelis as the enemy. The writer 
said that most of the Jordanians in the survey’s sample 
expressed fear and anxiety about the ongoing events in 
the region and are worried because the Jordanian-lsraeli 
peace treaty has not brought about the aspired peace nei- 
ther did it bring with it the promised prosperity, but 
rather apprehension and worry. Peace is supposed to 
transform the former enemy into a friend, something 
which has not been realised as a result of the peace 
treaty, said the writer. Jordanians, for religious . nation- 
al or other reasons have been largely in agreement that 
there can be no peace with Israel in light of its continued 
occupation of Arab land, its construction of settlements 
and its defaulting on the agreements it had signed with 
Jordan and the Palestinians, according to the writer. He 
said despite all that. Jordan should not abrogate the 
treaty and should continue to offer the Palestinians full 
bucking and help solve the refugee problem which is a 
main issue for Palestine and Jordan. 

Al Dustour’s Suleiman Arar strongly criticised 
Jordan's attendance at the U.S.-lsraeli-Turkish military 
exercises in the Mediterranean, saying it would damage 
Jordan's ties with the Arab countries. We can understand 
Israel's interest in the exercises because it is keen on 
securing a regional ally against the Arabs and we can 
understand Turkey's participation because it is bent on 
achieving ambitious gains in the Arab territories and to 
secure a permanent Turkish-occupied zone in northern 
Iraq to fend off Kurdish rebel danger, said the writer. 
But what we cannot understand is Jordan’s attendance at 
these exercises by sending a single person to obsetye the 
war games, said the writer who questioned the wisdom 
behind such an act and whether this one person would 
be able to verily whether these exercises are real war 
games or mere naval search and rescue operations. The 
writer said that collaboration with Israel and Turkey is 
tantamount to helping the two countries impose their 
domination on the Arab region. 



Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keitani 


The writing was on the wall 


IT IS obvious that government trouble is the new line 
adopted by Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to stall the implementation of bis country's 
agreements with the Palestinians. Notwithstanding the 
hot waters he has landed himself in by not honouring 
his obligations to his coalition partners, the murky 
politicafsituation brought about by the departure from 
government of Gesher leader David Levy has given 
Netanyahu a perfect excuse to present to U.S. President 
Bill Clinton later this month. 

Well, that was indeed expected of Netanyahu, known 
for bis dubious wheelings and dealings even with 
Jordan, which could be described as the Arab country 
closest to Israel at this point in time. 

Netanyahu’s deceitful promises and actions vis-a-vis 
Jordan have come despite Amman’s firm adherence to 
its commitments under the peace treaty it signed with 
Israel in 1994. 

His latest public argument, that peace treaties are not 
enough to guarantee Israel’s security, is another blow 
to Jordan as well as Egypt, which signed a peace treaty 
1 8 years ago. 

Quite simply, it has become abundantly clear beyond 
any scintilla of reasonable doubt that we can entertain 
little hope of achieving a just, durable and comprehen- 
sive Arab-Israeli peace agreement as long as 
Netanyahu remains in power. The writing was on the 
wall since the 1996 election campaign began in Israel. 
They emerged even clearer in the months since 


Netanyahu took office. But there were optimists among 
us and elsewhere who thought pragmatism and accep- 
tance of realities would prompt the Likud leader to see- 
the situation differently and relent on his rejection ot 
Palestinian and Arab rights. . 

As such, we should perhaps rejoice at the cracks in 
the Israeli government structure, hoping that the right- 
wing domination of the political scene there would 
soon be a thing of the past. But the collapse of the pre- 
sent Israeli coalition or government does not mean that 
we have seen the last of Netanyahu until the next elec- 
tions. He will remain very much in office because he 
has been elected prime minister by the people, and 
only the Knesset can impeach him. 

That seems quite unlikely at this juncture. It means 
that we remain saddled with Netanyahu at least until 
the 1999 elections, which may or may not usher in a 
government which accepts and understands the real 
requirements of peace with the Arabs. 

In the meantime. Netanyahu is playing up to the set- 
tlers’ galleries by allowing the expansion of existing 
settlements and slowly paving the ground for Jewish 
colonies in the West Bank. 

It is against this background that U.S. mediator 
Dennis Ross, launched his latest mission described as 
mainly aimed at preparing for Clinton's separate meet- 
ings with Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat this month. 

We would have expected Ross to take a firm policy 


stand that Netanyahu's political troubles are his own 
making and should not have any bearing on his coun- 
try's obligations and commitments on the external 
front. 

Insread. we have come to realise that Ross is being 
turned into an apologist for Netanyahu and trying to 
convince Arafat not to rock the boat and to accept 
whatever the Israeli premier is willing to give tf e 
Palestinians so as to ensure a resumption of the peace 
process for appearance sake. 

That could also mean a new lease on political life for 
Netanyahu, but another setback for Arafat, who hi? 
already been weakened by having accepted the Israeli 
premier's piecemeal and downsized interpretation* of 
the Oslo agreements. 

Where does that cake the region? Another three years 
of turmoil and uncertainty that would not only benefit 
the opponents of peace and give additional ammunition 
to extremists but also dig away at the middle-of-the- 
road, optimist Palestinian’s confidence of regaining 
his/her rights sooner or later. 

The moment of truth is here: Not for Netanyahu or 
Arafat, but for the U.S. administration, which has 
invested heavily in the Middle East peace process. If 
Washington is not willing to move in with determina- 
tion to call the Israeli bluff and ensure that the Jewish 
state respects international legitimacy and U.N. resolu- 
tions, then all hope is lost for the much aspired-for 
peace in the Middle East. 


Letter from Scotland 


Learning from the burning sticks tradition 


By Peter Hinchcliffe 

THE END of any Christian year in Scotland 
is a hazardous undertaking. Theoretically 
the Scottish tradition is to go for Hogmanay 
(New Year’s Eve) and play down Christmas. 
The cynics (i.e.. the English) used to claim 
that this was because the Scots are too care- 
ful with their money — too mean, in other 
words — to want to buy presents for other 
people. A really clever Scot is one who gets 
given a bottle of whisky on Christmas Day 
(probably by a non-Scot) and drinks it on 
New Year’s. All by himself. But commer- 
cialism has changed all that Scotland 
exhibits at Christmas time the same shop- 
ping sprees, the same over indulgence, and 
the same collective hangover, as does the 
rest of the United Kingdom. And it still 
manages to recover in time for the New 
Year. Hie centre of Edinburgh was closed to 
all except 150,000 ticket holders on New 
Year's Eve and the city saw Europe's 
biggest Hogmanay street party continuing to 
breakfast time on Jan. I . 

Where we live is The Borders, the part of 
Scotland that merges peacefully and unob- 
trusively into England. The Borders do not 
go in for Hogmanay. Here New Year's Eve 
is known as Old Year’s Night and it seems a 
much gentler affair. One ceremony, still 
occasionally practised, is to gather around a 
bonfire and for those present to toss sticks 
into the flames — each stick representing 
something bad which that person wanted to 
put behind them as the Old Year dies away. 
Another custom is to “first foot.” To call 
after midnight on your neighbour — yours 
being the first feet to enter your friend’s 
home in the brand new year. Traditionally 
the first footer brings two presents — a 


lump of coal tor wood) to symbolise fuel 
and a piece of bread — the gift of food. 
Probably both traditions coming from more 
primitive times — pagan rather than 
Christian. And no worse for that. 

We had a quiet Old Year’s Night. All our 
family-daughters and their husbands and 
other in-laws and friends. Glancing out of 
the window at the stunningly starry sky 
characteristic of countryside far from any 
artificially illuminated town 1 saw a sickle 
crescent in the southern sky. My first 
glimpse of this year's Ramadan moon! It 
reminded me of the last four Ramadans 
spent so happily in Jordan. Six more in 
Kuwait, four in Dubai and six. at least, in 
the Yemen. It crossed my mind that in two 
years time or so Christmas and Eid Al Fitr 
will coincide. What a treat for Muslims in 
Scotland with at least three reasons (well, 
plausible excuses in the case of two of 
them) for celebration inside one glorious 
self indulgent week. 

Bui that is for the future. This year the 
start of the holy month has coincided with 
Old Year’s Night. I could not help wonder- 
ing who was casting what sticks into the 
final bonfire of 1997. Not so much in 
Scotland .although I had a twig or two to 
contribute, but in the Middle East. From my 
standpoint — in Amman up to April and 
from the safe distance of these islands since 
then — it seems to me that last year is one 
not to be mourned. The mother of many 
sticks to be burned without regret. A year of 
lost opportunities in the Middle East peace 
process (we have our own stalled process 
much nearer to home, in Northern Ireland). 
The knock on effect that this stalemate has 
outside Israel and the West Bank. On 
democracy in Jordan for example. On atti- 


tudes towards Iraq. Why should Washington 
wield the big stick on one side and indulge 
in a soft-shoe shuffle on the other ? This was 
a recurrent theme in the Arab media during 
the UNSCOM inspectors crisis. I should add 
in parenthesis that I did note however a 
marked change in tone in the Jordanian 
press at least with regard to Iraq following 
the execution of Jordanian students for com- 
paratively minor offences. The very sad 
episode is a salutary reminder of the real 
nature of Saddam Hussein's regime quite 
apan from the question of the elusive 
weapons of mass destruction. Did he bum a 
stick on Old Year’s Night? Or the Mossad 
mastermind who nearly got away with a 
murderous attack in Amman. State spon- 
sored ’terrorism at its most blatant. Did he 
feel that 1997 was a year to forget? Did he 
start a forest fire in his.search for oblivion? . 

But I am not sure that burning sticks are 
really appropriate for the present circum- 
stances of the Middle East. We do not need 
so much to forget the horrors of the past — 
to burn them out of a consciousness but 
more to learn from them. The French aristo- 
xrats on the eve of the storming of the 
Bastille in 1789 had forgotten nothing nor 
learnt anything. And look what happened to 
them. I never cease to wonder at the marvel 
of the work of the South African Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. Perhaps only a 
Nelson Mandela could have set one up. 
Where the slicks of the past are not burned 
but brandished. Not in anger but in sorrow 
and in the expectation (more than the hope) 
of forgiveness. Reconciliation not recrimi- 
nation. 

The Middle East is not South Africa Nor 
have the Palestinians produced a Mandela. 
Perhaps an assassin's bullet destroyed the 


prospect of an Israeli De Klerk. 1 believe 
that Rabin had the vision, as did De Klerk 
with regard to his white constituency, of 
coming to terms with reality. In De Klerk's 
case the inevitability of a Black African 
government. His cooperation ensured that 
the transfer of power was peaceful and 
democratic. As for Rabin he, unlike De 
Klerk, was dealing from a position of 
strength. Nothing inevitable about a J 
Palestinian state. But I am sure he realised 
that the long-term security of Israel entering 
its second half-century was through cooper- 
ation and friendship with the Palestinians 
not continued confrontation with them. A 
Palestinian state would eventually be the 
price to be paid. And for the sake of lasting 
peace, paid willingly. Mr. Netanyahu, per- 
haps because he is increasingly a prisoner of 
his hard right; Sends out different signals. 
Reconciliation is apparently not in his 
vocabnlary. He “Continues to wave -slicks, 
which would be much better burnt. And 
both sides. Palestinians as well as Israelis, 
need to first foot 1998 with positive words 
of comfort and cooperation rather than the 
tired old slogans of confrontation and colli- 
sion. But I am not hopeful. 

We move to Northern Ireland in a few 
days. More Middle Eastern studies in an 
academic and political setting very different 
from Scotland. There are parallels with 
Palestine and South Africa to be made with 
no Mandela or indeed a Rabin in sight. I will 
let you know how I get on. 

The writer a retired diplomat, was the 
British ambassador io Jordan until March. 
1997. He contributed this article to ^ 
Jordan Times. 


Commentators seek justification for Jordan’s attendance 
at U.S.-lsraeli-Turkish military wargames 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 

THE LOCAL dailies gave extensive 
coverage to the U.S.-lsraeli-Turkish 
military exercises and Jordan's 
attendance, the developments in the 
Middle East in light of Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy’s res- 
ignation and the U.S. peace envoy's 
tour as well as the situation in 
Algeria and Jordanian domestic 
affairs. Al Arab Al Yam’s Nicola 
Nasser considered Jordan’s atten- 
dance at the U.S.-lsraeli-Turkish 
military exercises os contributing 
towards further tightening the siege 
around Syria. Syria is the main tar- 
get of the Israel-Turkish alliance and 
is now besieged from the north and 
west by Israel and Turkey and from 
the south by Jordan which maintains 
a peace treaty with Israel and togeth- 
er with the Jewish state is a non- 
active member of the North Adamic 
Treaty Organisation, charged the 
writer. Nasser said, that pushed 
against the wall, Damascus might 
resort to acts it sees as self-defence 
and could launch a political or mili- 
tary offensive that might trigger 
more tension in this volatile region. 
By attending the military exercises, 
the writer said. Jordan is risking its 
relalions with the Arab countries in 
general and Syria in particular. 

Taher Adwan. another writer at Al 
Arab Al Yawm. recalled that the 
Islamic summit in Tehran last month 
was unanimous in condemning the 
Isracli-Turkish military exercises as 
a hostile act directed against the 
Arab Nation. But despite the fact 
that Jordan was a signatory and 
regardless of the Jordanian people’s 
opposition of these exercises, the 
Jordanian government has chosen to 


attend them as an observer, he said. 
Jordan has no interest at ail in 
attending the military exercises in 
the Mediterranean Sea. and nothing 
said by the Jordanian government 
can make it otherwise, according to 
the writer. The Jordanian public has 
not been told about the wisdom 
behind taking pan in such an event, 
and the Kingdom's foreign policy 
remains shrouded in mystery. 
Adwan said. The Jordanian people, 
he added, yeom to know the facts 
and would like to be told about the 
gains which they could secure by 
involving their country in an event 
which is clearly to the advantage of 
Israel and Turkey. 

Al Dustour’s Jihad Momani 
echoed calls on the Jordanian gov- 
ernment to provide reasonable justi- 
fication for attending the Isracli- 
Turkish military exercises. He said it 
is the citizens' right to know the ben- 
efits of attending the exercises and 
inviting anger from the Arab World 
against Jordan's behaviour. The 
three ponies taking part in the exer- 
cises can easily convince their peo- 
ple about their benefits, and they do 
not conceal their enmity towards the 
Arabs, particularly against Syria, but 
Jordan has failed to provide any log- 
ical justification, said the writer. It is 
the duty of Parliament to convey the 
public’s views to the government 
and demand a reason for the govern- 
ment's failure to consult with 
Jordan's sister Arab states before 
taking the decision. Momani said. 

Al Ra'i's Sultan Al Haiuib warned 
that David Levy's departure from 
the Israeli government could mean 
that Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu would become more and 
more adamant in his position and 


more determined to uphold his poli- 
cy of ruining the Oslo accord and 
continuing the process of building 
settlements on Arab lands. Left 
alone to handle the Israeli domestic 
and foreign affairs. Netanyahu is 
more likely to take an even harder 
line and is bound to become hostage 
to the small Israeli political parties 
in the present coalition government 
who back Netanyahu's policies 
regarding the .settlement pro- 
grammes. according to the writer. 
He said the Arab countries are 
expected to see a more extreme 
Israeli government bent on holding 
on to the occupied Arab territories 
and disregarding the Palestinian 
people’s rights. 

Al Dustour daily expressed pes- 
simism over the outcome of U.S. 


THE WEEK 
IN PRINT 


envoy Dennis Ross's mission in the 
region, saying that he has no chance 
of making any breakthrough. The 
Palestinians will grow more desper- 
ate and frustrated as the U.S. envoy 
will find his mission impossible due 
to Netanyahu’s adamant stand and 
his government's intransigence vis- 
a-vis peace with the Palestinians. 
The paper said the policies of the 
U.S. will soon be put to the test 
when President Bill Clinton meets 
with Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafal in Washington. 
It should be emphasised, said the 
paper, that as long as Washington 


does not exercise any form of pres- 
sure on the Jewish state to abide by 
the peace accords, all future mis- 
sions by Ross or other envoys will 
end in failure. 

Fahed Fanek of Al Ra'i said the 
Arabs have every reason to be pes- 
simistic as a result of Levy's resig- 
nation because Netanyahu will have 
a stronger free hand to handle 
Israel’s foreign affairs. Backed by 61 
votes in parliament Netanyahu has 
secured the endorsement of the fis- 
cal budget, and without Levy, he 
feels free to cement his ties with the 
smaller political parties which back 
the prime minister's policies with 
regard to the peace process, said the 
writer. In fact Netanyahu will be 
increasingly forced to accept the 
smaller parties’ blackmail because 
without these parties his coalition 
government would fall. Dr. Fanek 
said. He said as long as these small 
parties do not want peace with Lhe 
Palestinians and reject the Oslo 
accord, the prime minister has no 
alternative but to follow their whims 
and desires. 

Al Aswaq's Rashid Hassan wrote 
about Algeria where terrorist groups 
have been massacring innocent 
civilians. Blaming the Arab and 
Islamic countries for standing idly 
by and watching the massacres with- 
out lifting u finger, Hassan said that 
if the Algerian people are left alone 
more tragedies are likely to occur 
and more victims arc bound to fall. 
What is happening in Algeria does 
not tolerate further silence and pas- 
sive stands, and the rime has come 
for the Arab League at least to lake 
some action to save the lives of 
innocent people, said the writer. 


c , — . ”***'-i. miu me mu 

words of condemnation can in no ing Israelis. 


way bring relief to the Algerian* 
who. said the writer, are in need “1 
practical steps in association with 
the Algerian government to put 3,5 
end to the horrible crimes 

Sultan Al Hattab of Al Ra'i P 1 *-^ 
the main blame on the Algerian ffl 1 *' 
eminent and armed forces ft* 
assuming a neutral role in the oaj& 
ing crimes committed in Alg^ 
The writer said the govemnn-*ni- 
which blames ten-orist groups and 
the Islamists for being behind m*-’ 
massacres should take action again 4 
the perpetrators in deed rather than 
words. If the terrorists succeed m 
escaping retribution for their crinti- 
nal acts, similar massacres e puJ “ 
happen in other parts of the Arah a* 
Islamic worlds, said the writer h 
not sufficient for the Algerian 
emment to point an accusing 
at groups which it calls terrorist 
writer added, and the 
demands that practical step 5 
taken to address the situation. 

Ai Arab Al Yawms Mohan^ 11 
Subeihi said that the Jordanian P** 
pie’s morals have weakened 
their national zeal has weaned due * 
the government's policies. ' 
regard to foreign policy the 
was dismayed over the 
mem’s unstable stand towards »*j 
and is frustrated over its 
towards Israel and its acu^ 
according to' the writer. At the #*. 
nomic level, he said. Jordanian o 
sens are dissatisfied with the po’*® 
sation policy because they fe 31 " 
the country's wealth, such as f ^ 
phate and potash, will eventual*. 1 ' 
into the hands of foreigners ittci 
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From journalist to politician: Al Gore’s path to high office 



The young Albert Go re" Jr. with Bill Preston, chief photographer for 
the Tennessean, two weeks after the 1974 ‘sting’ operation against 
a council member that resulted in the politician's being indicted on 
a bribery Charges {phoio by Billy Easley/The Tennessean) 


By David Maraniss 

NASHVILLE. Tennessee — Here, 
for the young reporter, was a rare 
moment of drama ready to unfold. 
Within the next few hours, if ail went 
as planned, he expected to ensnare a 
public official in an act of corruption. 
He would overhear, tape record and 
later have his photographers shoot 
pictures of a local councilman asking 
for and then receiving a cash bribe. A 
major scoop. And it would be his by- 
line: By Albert Gore Jr. 

The date was Jan. 19. i974, Mr. 
Gore, in his fourth year as a reporter 
for the Tennessean, sat crouched in 
his yellow Volkswagen, his profile a 
shock of dark hair with fashionably 
long and stringy sideburns. He was 
parked just out of view of Haddox 
Pharmacy, a drugstore owned by 
Morris Haddox. a pharmacist and 
prominant black member of the 
Metro Council. Stationed nearby 
were officers from the Tennessee 
Bureau of investigation. 

The reporter and the state investi- 
gators were working together on a 
classic sting operation. Days earlier, 
a local developer had alleged to Mr. 
Gore that Mr. Haddox was hitting 
him up for a bribe to approve a zon- 
ing variance. Now the developer had 
agreed to walk into the pharmacy, 
wired with a microphone hidden 
beneath his shin, and see if he could 
get Mr. Haddox 'to solicit the money 
again. This time it would be heard by 
Mr. Gore and the officers. 

So excited was Mr. Gore by the 
prospect of the story, so certain were 
he and his editors that they were 
righting a wrong, that they panicipat- 
ed as virtually adjunct members of 
the prosecution team, offering crucial 
assistance in every aspect of the case. 
Rather than pursue the story’ on their 
own. they went to the district attor- 
ney and established a joint enter- 
prise. 

The newspaper provided the cash 
(three $100 bills) that passed from 
the developer to Mr. Haddox later 
that day. Mr. Gore transcribed the 
audio tapes of the incident and spent 
hours going over them with the dis- 
trict attorney. He and his photogra- 
phers testified before the grand jury, 
and the paper held the story for three 
weeks, until Mr. Haddox was indict- 
ed. 

But none of that proved to be 
enough in court. The judge ruled that 
the tapes were of debatable accuracy 
and not. admissible evidence. The 


first jury deadlocked along racial 
lines and dissolved in a mistrial. The 
second came back with an acquittal 
for Mr. Haddox, determining that it 
was uncertain he intended to keep the 
money and that the newspaper and 
prosecutors might have conspired to 
entrap him. 

The drama had profoundly differ- 
ent effects on its two central charac- 
ters. Mr. Haddox was wiped out in 
the next eJecrion. then slowly worked 
his way back in local politics and 
relumed to office two decades later. 

Mr. Gore's life was also changed by 
the case. 

"It was an outcome that amazed 
me.” he said recently. 

The verdict, in fact, helped push 
him onto the path leading to where 
he was now. sitting on a soft chair in 
the vice president's office in the West 
Wing of the White House. 

When the trial ended, struck by the 
"unusual power of some words and 
phrases thrown around in a court- 
room." he said. "I need to know more 
about that," and enrolled at Vander- 
bilt law school. He soon begged off 
the investigative beat and began writ- 
ing editorials for the Tennessean, and 
within two years was running for 
office himself. 

But he never entertained a second 
thought about the way he and the 
newspaper had pursued Mr. Haddox. 

“I thought a crime was being com- 
mitted,'’ Mr. Gore said. "1 thought it 
was a big story. I thought I had an 
exclusive. And two out of three ain't 
bad !” 

This is an account of one chapter in 
Mr. Gore's life. It encompasses the 
years from 1970 to 1976, an illumi- 
nating period that is rarely consid- 
ered because it comes after his sto- 
ried childhood as the namesake son 
of a famous senator and before his 
entrance into politics. It is about Al 
Gore, journalist. 

There is a common assumption that 
Mr. Gore turned to writing as a diver- 
sion. before his inevitable turn to 
public service, but his newspaper 
days were more substantial than that, 
both in length and lasting effect. He 
was a reporter for more than six 
years and developed during that peri- 
od many of the characteristics that he 
would later carry with him into poli- 
tics. 

For anyone curious about how he 
thinks and acts today, or looking for 
cjues to how he might perform in the 
Oval Office, there is much that can 
be learned. ■■■••. 


His fascination with the big story, 
his sense of mission, at times spilling 
over into self-righteousness, his con- 
viction that if he is doing something 
it must be ethically correct, his com- 
peting impulses of daring and cau- 
tion. his reverence for information 
above intuition — there is a clear line 
between all of these traits in Mr. 
Gore the journalist and Mr. Gore the 
politician. 

He was trained at a newspaper that 
for decades, in dealing with the 
racism and machine politics of Ten- 
nessee, thought it was marshalling 
facts to light the good fight in which 
ends-justify-the-means techniques 
were sometimes used in the name of 
the larger cause. 

At the start of his journalism career. 
Mr. Gore held politics nearly in con- 
tempt. a cynicism that eventually 
gave way to a belief — not uncom- 
mon among journalists — that he 
could do it better than the people he 
covered. 

A look at his newspaper days 
shows that journalism, rather than 
being an interlude for him. actually 
drove him into politics against his 
instincts. He was lured not by the 
thrill of it, nor by the need for per- 
sonal affirmation that energised Bill 
Clinton’s political drive, but by a 


feeling (hat he could still be a 
reporter, but one with more power. 
As he told his friends once he arrived 
in Washington, the only difference 
between being a congressman and 
being a journalist was now he could 
subpoena people. 

Mr. Core's relationship u-iih jour- 
nalism is more complicated these 
days. If he does not exactly hold his 
former profession in contempt, as he 
once did politics, his feelings range 
from befuddlement to consternation, 
according to friends, as he has 
become more of an investigative tar- 
get. 

Bur still. Mr. Gore says, he thinks 
of himself more like a reporter gath- 
ering information than a politician 
gathering votes. Which poses another 
riddle: How could anyone with the 
instincts of a reporter walk into a 
fund-raiser at a Buddhist temple 
without sensing something was 
amiss? 

It is a question Mr. Gore declines to 
answer. 

Mr. Gore actually started his 
reporting career in Vietnam. His by- 
line was Sp. 5 Albert Gore Jr. 

He was an army information spe- 
cialist stationed with the headquar- 
ters company of the 20th Engineers 
Brigade near the airstrip at Bien Hoa. 


about 30 kilometres northeast of 
Saigon. Everyone there knew he was 
coming, word had spread that a sena- 
tor's son had enlisted and was on the 
way. He arrived at what was then the 
low point of his family’s life, after 
the November 1970 election in which 
Albert Gore Sr., who opposed the 
war. was dealt a bitter defeat. 

At Bien Hoa he developed a reputa- 
tion as a regular guy who could 
grouse about the brass and the war as 
much as any of them, and as a hilari- 
ous mimic of addled lieutenants 
when they were not around. 

Mr. Gore had to pull guard duty in 
one of the towers now and then, peer- 
ing into the darkness holding his M- 
16, but most days his work resem- 
bled that of a reporter. Sometimes it 
was as excruciatingly dull as grind- 
ing out hometown news releases on a 
9-to-5 shift, but whenever possible, 
Mr. Gore and his pal Mike O’Hara 
would head out on adventures, look- 
ing for stories they could put into the 
Laierite Lantern, the brigade newspa- 
per. 

The first assignment was down in 
the Mekong Delta, where New 
Zealand special forces were protect- 
ing the engineers as they constructed 
a "road. Mr. Gore's story revealed 
early stirrings of his later environ- 
mental writing. He noted that the 
people in a nearby village were con- 
structing houses out of American 
beer cans, while the American engi- 
neers were using rice hulls as one of 
the main ingredients in their road- 
building mixture. 

"One of the principles of civilisa- 
tion," explained Mr. Gore, "is the use 
of available materials." 

Another time Mr. O'Hara and Mr. 
Gore headed to a little camp colled 
Fire Supporr Base Blue near the 
Cambodian border, where 35 engi- 
neers were improving the roads, pro- 
tected by artillerymen firing S-inch 
guns across [he border. Late one 
night a week earlier, the camp had 
been overrun by Vietcong. The raid 
caused three minor injuries among 
the engineers, but it was a harrowing 
event. Mr. Gore interviewed dozens 
of people and wrote it up in a long 
and evocative narrative. 

After the story was published, Mr. 
Gore sent it to his wife, Tipper, in 
Nashville. She brought it to the atten- 
tion of the editor at the Tennessean, 
John Seigenthaler. who had already 
seen a long letter Mr. Gore had sent 
his father from Vietnam, and had 
expressed an interest in publishing 


something by him. The story about 
the raid fit the bill. **Il really was not 
something that you had to rewrite," 
Mr. Seigenthaler said recently. "It 
had quotes up high and it had a 
beginning and a middle and an end." 

Mr. Seigenthaler put it in the paper, 
then called Mr. Gore Sr. and said that 
if his son had any interest in working 
at the Tennessean, he should stop by 
when he got home from Vietnam. 
The elder Gore was not enthralled 
with the idea. He told friends that he 
wanted his son to go to law school 
and follow him into politics. 

The first thing Al Gore did when he 
arrived home from Vietnam was 
sleep for 20 hours. Then he called 
Mr. Seigenthaler. If you want to be a 
journalist, Mr. Seigenthaler told him. 
come to the Tennessean. Mr. Gore, 
with no other plans, said yes. 

Mr. Gore struck his colleagues as 
being exceptionally earnest and per- 
sistent. While other reporters went 
home, or over to the Brass Rail for a 
few drinks, after turning in their 
copy, he would stick around, planting 
himself next to the night editor, wait- 
ing to see if there were questions. 

There was disagreement at the Ten- 
nessean about whether Mr. Gore was 
in the news business for the long 
haul. For his first year there. he f was 
taking graduate school classes at 
Vanderbilt’s religious studies depart- 
ment. He told friends it was in pan a 
way for him to "atone for the sins" of 
Vietnam, but it was also, some 
thought, a means of preparing him- 
self for public service. 

Two years later, on a February 
morning, Mr. Seigenthaler called Mr. 
Gore at home and said he had heard 
that Joe Evins. the long-time con- 
gressman from Tennessee's 4th Dis- 
trict, was retiring. The 4th included 
Canhage, Mr. Gore's hometown. It 
was the district Mr. Gore’s father had 
represented. 

As soon as he hung up, Mr. Gore 
turned to his wife and said, "I'm 
going to run for Congress.” 

It was journalism dial had brought 
Mr. Gore to politics, a career path he 
had resisted for so long. He had come 
to realise, he said later, that his real 
obsession was with information — 
how it is gathered, arranged and 
communicated — and that perhaps 
he could advance that interest more 
powerfully in politics than in journal- 
ism, using many of the same skills. 

This articles is reprinted from the 
International Herald Tribune. 


The Saturday Crossword 


MISDIRECTION 
By Roger Coburn 
ACROSS 


1 HeaUi rroorts 

5 ShWro bflUence 
DDoptMoc 
1J GlWH <j8Hl 
17 Siccon 
it Arnaithd 

20 Gama gall 

22 Toward nlwOer 

23 — olwaw*' 

21 'Cnaa'WW. 
Ur* 

25 MHtty not 
tawmactaf* 

71 EnraSKj? Nahl 

29 CagMe'org. 

30 TMNW — N* 1 ! 0 

31 3gn bos 

32 CoMtpbuIiZO 
35 Matted Oy 

elegance 

DOWN 

7 Herring relative 

2 Oovrt trite 

3 1_ — ' 1 fTV snow} 

4 Trtanajtar eal 

5 — Heights 

E Homan mad 

7 Appear 
tweweningjy 

8 Capable MMmg 


9 Impassive: ten 
ID Neighbor of 
Venezuela 

11 Uehc and Maine 

12 Haro, In one 

13 Governor Chfles 

O' Florida 
w New Yo* town 
IS Very emal 
76 OteMMiad 
IB CnlDer 
21 Pro — 

26 Meteor 


36 Hue and cry 
38 — PWIMMM 
40 Mr. WsSee 

42 Haraerfv 

43 Actress Valentine 

44 Essence 

45 ASance acronym 
4fl Not as many 

50 Anecdotal 
coOeoJon 

51 down. ag. 

53 Formerly 

54 Ad WWy toward 

56 CU 

57 Kind d comic 

59 Lady of Spem- 
a Dbr 

60 Subeertrer? 
Hanuri 

63 BU»ers 
M — precedent 


26 — depume 

33 Owna Seaport 

34 Mantime Mrs 

36 Landed bedouin 

37 Home eouiura? 
Absmti 

36 Sptnde: var. 

36 Coach 
ParsegWan 

41 Cotiara 

42 AamatYa homes' 
ODPr. 

43 Xtazen — * 

44 Soli wood 

45 In die drink? Na» 
atoll 

46 -Dm*— Of 
kindness 

47 Agents, trtatly 

49 Went on a 
rampego 

52 Wen 

53 Lt*l 


Diagi-amless, 17x17 
By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 

1 The GUI o[the — ’ 

5 Young horse 

6 Affirm 

10 Hairstyle 
>1 Gut >i a talry taw 

13 Playwright Noi 

14 Lithograph 

15 Former 

17 LAaanwg bean 

18 Laguna 

19 Sedan 

20 Shut Mbh noise 

DOWN 

1 CA'a — County 

2 G« beck at 

3 Uncenra 
acmeh 

4 Fury 

5 — accompli 

G Steinbeck novel 

7 Boupuet 

B Soften Mow 
It CtwApee 
12 Sice oft 


22 Shapely tenor 

24 Different 

26 Bump off 

27 Comeoten Hope 
29 Fteaderock 

32 French amst. 

Fernand 
34 Sound 
38 BAfecat name 
37 NocFwoer turn 
36 Dutch potnrar 
41 Pace grade 

13 Closes UghOy 

14 Origan 
16 Bom 

20 The Legend 
of — " 

21 Dpwdte 

23 Fouraotn orders 

25 Thai girl 

26 SOCky 


28 Storage place 


SOLUTION OF LAST 
WEEK’S SUNDAY PUZZLE 



66 Motel 

67 Rubber tree 

68 SmgarVMl 

69 Shflng ator. PM 
71 PirMdUonlew? 

Never! 

74 Bfldni pan 
77 Daughter el Mno* 
BO Attract 
81 Foyer 

83 Arguatte 

84 Verdi opera 

68 Outer, abbe. 

87 ‘From — 

sMmng. 

86 Ptanl Drtsrte 

69 BaSot starts 
00 Part Ola 

Broadcast 
M Salvor 
93 Flub 


55 A Gabor 

56 Immoral 

50 Renees 

61 Tedde boa »eme 

02 Shewn tne car 
again 

55 CCD word 

60 Prcture tube, tor 
men 

66 FamBy member 

7 Cl Lined up 

72 Recovery BOmn 

73 informed atxnfi 

75 Tribunate ol 
prelates 

76 Chinese ettv 

78 Part o> aoeech 

79 tVnthudve 
endings 

82 Cerfooi cnenecoi 
Mkwance 

85 Conatndebt 
comitate 


42 CMtar enhancer*, 
for short 

44 Goeeonendofl 

45 Small weights 

47 Founder of 
Barnard Ctteege 

48 Depot abbr 

50 Cnee't for Jose 

51 Cure 

53 Tara zone 
tenors 

55 Kind of sang 

30 Windblown 8* 

31 Natives 

33 Danger color 

34 Lessen 

35 Pecdiar 

37 Sconsn cop 
19 *— Mineral* 

40 Garden tool 

43 Get tne hong ol 

46 — mode 
48 Poo'e bed 


94 Curves 
65 Oodtee 
97 Observed 
99 Three * 

Company" srar 

101 Damage 

102 Having a honde 
104 Nice party 

IDS No) e sned at atf 
ill loam?Benaalh 

conscfc radon! 

113 Hustler 

114 fLA member 

115 Indian 

1 16 Volvo teeth 

117 RaNan nobte tamlly 

1 18 Soger Baker 
113 Actor Bruce 
ISO Pindar s works 

121 Bnngup 

122 Pitch 


66 -KncW 
By mo* 

89 Lone Ranger's 
friend 

91 No stranger, ha 

93 Vanquished 

94 Sourhem debs 

95 --6 

96 — tey 

97 NghttBlse 

98 Chemical «ak 

100 Part ol Mew 
England 

101 More certain 

102 Alpha!*! run 

103 RiAer. abbr. 

106 Winning margin, 
aiwnes 

1 07 Greek loner 
10B Personal oral 

109 Tennis sente 

110 Margi- 
ns — Pauto 


56 k> die peal 

58 By way of 
£0 Shroud 

62 Narrow beds 

64 Majestic 

65 Ms.DeGerwrae 

66 Cappers 

68 Cosmetic 
ingrodlam 

69 Pwsodoi — 

70 DiEltips 

71 Bong Let. 

52 Ignited 

54 Ptefcs up me tab 

55 Resorts 

56 - -partridge te- 
lrea" 

57 French, prof. 

59 Burro 

61 Come tole«mo 

63 Peggy and 
Peary 

67 how- 


solution OF LAST WEEK’S 
diagramless PUZZLE 
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Last Week's Ci-y ptograme 

1. A likable sandwich: bread and butler pieklaa with bread 
and peanut butter. 

2. Juggler tossing medieval sword) woe injured when he 
miaeed catch and cut hie jugular vein. 

3. If we made the Doppler rndnr rotate In Lbr reverse . will 
yesterday’s very fine weather appear tomorrow? 

4. Old man nays he may be pushing ninety, but he’s glad he's 
not pushing up daisies. 


.SJI LFQJB 
KMUUYRXSV 
WMKKAC JBK 
ZAYXPFRK. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

XS HAIS CFQJK PJFY AS 
TBJJ WI'QJK HA FYY 
LMRXBV USJK TBAC ZXC TAB 
— By Carl Ireland 


2.WUEGNEK CVDHRU GU KETT ERUGLOV 
WUEGNER BE REVVUP H U C II T U E R E TPENK 
FLERBOH: -0 FGR'C BOG WD DUC HB CLO 

WEDUC.- — By Ed HuddlMoa 

l.GMK NRTGBQ'Z MLFM-QUOILOF YUBKOOi 
-BROKE GUYIZ BLOK ZUEZ FRRNTEK." 

— By Barbara J. Rugg 

4.B0CS JCIBO EARS J01TVO AX RUN I 
LUVAGD HUT. DO NIX LWE UR XElYO UWE 
Aft EDO J1GY SI CM. — By ICC. Doyle 

eirriwniwiUwsK 


Sonia Gandhi: Breaking the silence 


She lost her husband to 
polities, so why Is Sonia 
Gandhi entering the fray? 
Sttzunne Golden berg 

reports from New Delhi 


HER FACE, tight-lipped 
and tentative, was on the 
campaign posters within 24 
hours: Sonia Gandhi. India's 
most famous and most 
fiercely private widow, 
exposed to the scrutiny of 
millions. It is hard to think 
of anything she would hate 
more. 

For years. Indian newspa- 
pers have been transfixed by 
the possibility that the Ital- 
ian-born claimant to the 
country’s premier political 
dynasty', the Nehru-Gandhi 
clan, would face up to her 
destiny. Sonia kept them 
guessing... until two weeks 
ago. when her secretary 
announced she would cam- 
paign for the Congress Parry 
in next month's elections. 
For the party's dispirited 
workers — read worship- 
pers of the Nehrus and 
Gandhis — the news was 
like political Prozac. 

So why did she finally 
capitulate? Sonia Gandhi 
abhors politics. which 
claimed her husband. Rajiv, 
and her mother-in-law Indi- 
ra. and the public attention 
that goes with it. She has 
shunned all requests for 
interviews since 1985, and 
on the rare occasions when 
she is photographed, her 
face is grim. But the Con- 
gress Party has recently suf- 
fered a- damaging spate of 
defections. The rebels swore 
they would not return unless 
Sonia Gandhi herself took 
the helm and even veteran 
leaders acknowledged they 
needed the Gandhi star 
quality to avert a disaster at 
the ballot box. 

It will not be easy for her. 
In a candid picture book. 
Rajiv, published after his 
death and dedicated to the 
couple's children. Rahul and 
Priyanka. a bitter Sonia 
Gandhi maps out the choic- 
es for those unfortunate 
enough to be bom to rule. 
Part one: The Life That 



A painter works on a giant billboard depicting Sonia Gandhi, the widow of 
former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi, in Bombay. Sonia Gandhi has agreed to 
campaign for the Congress Party for the forthcoming general elections 
beginning February 15 (Rauiers photo) 


Rajiv Chose — photographs 
of the Gandhis, relaxed and 
affectionate. Pan two: The 
Life That Chose Rajiv — 
harder images of the pale, 
chubby princeling engulfed 
by the masses. 

Sonia admits she did all 
she could to keep Rajiv, an 
unassuming airline pilot, out 
of the fray. But in 19S0. his 
brother Sanjay, a natural- 
bom politician, was killed 
while performing aerial 
smnts over Delhi. Indira 
needed an ally she could 
trust .and Rajiv was a duti- 
ful son. 

Sonia was shattered. "For 
the first time, there was ten- 
sion between Rajiv and me. 
1 foughi like a tigress — for 
him. for us and our children, 
for the life we had made 
together... above all, for our 
freedom.” she writes. "I was 
angry and resentful towards 
a system which, as 1 saw h, 
demanded him as a sacrifi- 
cial iamb. It would crush 
and destroy him -- of that I 
was certain." 

Six years ago it did. He 
was blown up by a Tamil 
Tiger suicide bomber at an 
election rally and the Con- 
gress Party has lacked an 


heir apparent ever since. 
Now ir sees its salvation in 
getting a Gandhi to cam- 
paign for it — but such a 
move could also prove 
Sonia's undoing. 

Since her husband's death, 
she has earned tremendous 
respect and affection for her 
commitment to her adopted 
country. Now aged 51. she 
has lived in India since her 
marriage 30 years ago. She 
appears in public only in 
saris or salwar-kameez. she 
speaks Hindi and she has 
comported herself like a 
dutiftil widow should, in 
silence and without a whiff 
of scandal about her. 

But Sonia's silence is 
about power, not submis- 
sion. She has transformed 
her heavily fortified white 
colonial bungalow in New 
Delhi into a point of pil- 
grimage. So besotted are 
Congress politicians that 
they forced these elections, 
the second in wo years, in a 
bid to please her. bringing 
down a coalition govern- 
ment with a regional partner 
linked to Rajiv's assassina- 
tion. 

The politicians troop in. 
and Sonia listens attentively 


— and, according to those 
granted an audience, says 
nothing. For would-be con- 
fidants, her silence is a 
national treasure. When she 
does choose to communi- 
cate, through her intermedi- 
aries. it is mainly to convey 
her displeasure: at the slug- 
gish pace of investigation 
into the conspiracy that 
killed Rajiv, at the 
internecine fighting in the 
party he left behind. 

So far, she has been 
beyond judgement. But such 
defences are. bound to fall 
away once Sonia Gandhi is 
on the campaign trail and 
exposed to a press that, 
while mesmerised by her 
constructed mystique, 
would love to revive the 
corruption scandal over a 
Swedish arms deal that 
dominated the last years of 
her husband's life. 

She may think she can 
campaign in these elections, 
then retreat to her custom- 
ary seclusion. But for Sonia, 
like Rajiv before her, duty 
calls and the political fray 
she so despises could well 
consume her, too. 

The Guardian 







i Economy 


Asia crisis throwing millions out of work 


Jordan limes, Saturday, January 10 , 1995 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Millions of workers are 
being thrown out of work as 
the Asian economic crisis 
deepens, officials and ana- 
lysts around the region said 
Thursday. 

Thailand, the first casual- 
ty of the collapse, has 
already seen a hike in irs 
jobless rate and officials 
said they expected a million 
more people to be out of 
work this year. 

Thailand's labour min- 
istry said some 1.8 million 
Thais were out of work by 
the end of 1997 and some 
officials said the figure 
could reach 2.S million 
already been laid off since 
the crisis began as compa- 
nies struggle to meet even 
minimum wage demands. 

The manpower ministry 
has predicted that national, 
unemployment will rise to 
around six million in 1998, 


while the state-sanctioned 
labour union has warned 
unemployment could reach 
1 1 per cent of the country's 
estimated workforce of 
more than 90 million peo- 
ple. 

In China, officials predict 
1 1 million workers will lose 
their jobs in 1998 as 
reforms of the inefficient 
state sector bite, and on 
Thursday for the first time 
admitted that the regional 
crisis was hitting exports. 

Malaysian Deputy Home 
Minister MohdL Tajol Rosli 
Ghazali has warned that an 
estimated one million peo- 
ple are threatened with 
unemployment there. 

He said foreign workers 
would have to bear the 
brunt of the country’s eco- 
nomic slump by giving up 
their jobs to the locals. 

Militant labour unions 
have threatened to stage an 


all-out strike should the 
new government push 
through legislation to allow 
lay-offs. 

Seoul anticipates a five 
per cent unemployment rate 
this year, which would rep- 
resent 1.5 million people, 
but the issue is politically 
explosive. 

In Vietnam, thousands of 
workers in Ho Chi Minh 
City were laid off in the last 
quarter of 1997, official fig- 
ures showed. 

The Vietnam News daily 
said many foreign joint 
ventures based in the south- 
ern city blamed the layoffs 
on the regional financial 
crisis which affected their 
parent companies in South 
Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and Thailand. 

In the Philippines, Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos has told 
legions of Filipino workers 
in Asia to look for jobs in 


other parts of the world if 
there are mass job cuts. 

More than four million 
Filipinos out of the popula- 
tion of 70 million already 
work abroad — most of 
them in Asia and the Mid- 
dle East. 

Even mighty Singapore 
said it expects a rise in 
unemployment as the job- 
less rate hit 1.3 per cent in 
September last year. 

The Asian financial storm 
has also affected Australia 
which faces the loss of 1.5 
billion dollars ($1 billion) 
in revenue and up to 24,000 
jobs in the tourism industry 
alone as a result of the 
Asian economic crisis. 

Analyst Alan Midwood, 
who produces the quarterly 
Queensland Development 
Report, said he believed 
about 380.000 fewer people 

— 240,000 of them tourists 

— would visit Australia this 


year. 

Wealthy Hong Kong’s 
financial sector, bloodied 
by months of attacks on the 
territory's stock market, is 
seeing wide-scale retrench- 
ments with analysts saying 
the worse was yet to come. 

“There are cuts coming 
specially in the financial 
industry and there are indi- 
cations that even the most 
successful financial compa- 
nies are looking to scale 
things back whether in 
salary cuts or actual 
retrenchments.'' an analysL 
who refused to be identified 
said. 

Percy Au-Young. head 
researcher of DBS Securi- 
ties, said the financial envi- 
ronment in Hong Kong “is 
expected to be very tough,” 
with a growing number of 
companies filing for bank- 
ruptcy. 

“T think, unemployment 


will go up this year. There 
are a number of industries 
hit especially those rich real 
estate agencies,” he told 
AFP. 

Estate agents are already 
shutting up shop as the cri- 
sis drives buyers away from 
the exorbitant property 

market. 

Hong Kong posred a mar- 
ginally higher unemploy- 
ment rate of 2.4 per cent in 
the three months to Novem- 
ber last year. 

Analysts predict the 
unemployment rate for the 
financial sector this year 
could go as high as 20 per 
cent. 

Taiwan claims to be the 
only exception to the 
region’s jobless woes with 
officials predicting a flat 
unemployment rate of 2.7 
per cent for this year. 


U.S., IMF step up emergency measures on Asia crisis 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The % Unifed States and the 
IMF (International Monetary 
Fund) stepped up efforts Fri- 
day to brake a dizzying slide 
in Asian currencies and share 
prices amid new signs that 
the region's financial crisis is 
Far from over. 

The most immediate con- 
cern was Indonesia, whose 


freefaliing currency fuelled 
worries about the possibility 
of a full-scale financial and 
political collapse that could 
hamstring any region-wide 
recovery. 

Reacting to overnight 
plunges in Asia, shares prices 
fell again early Friday on 
Wall Street, shedding 78.71 
points to 7,723.91 at mid- 


moming. Dealers cited heavy 
selling of shares with strong 
Asian exposure. 

South Korea, buoyed by a 
S57 billion IMF bailout, 
meanwhile took a heavy hit 
Friday from Moody’s, which 
described an agreement by 
U.S. banks to a 90-day 
rollover of South Korean 
loans as “equal to a default.” 


Bank of Jordan launches ‘BOJ Global Capital 
Preserved Fund' and leads International Tobacco 
and Cigarettes Company Bonds Issue 


BANK OF Jordan (BOX), 
the sixth largest bank in 
the Kingdom, is Issue 
Manager, Custodian and 
Settlement Agent for a 
five years corporate bonds 
issue for International 
Tobacco and Cigarettes 
Company (ITCC). The 
bonds issue, which will be 
privately placed, will be 
marketed to Jordanians 
and foreign investors who 
are looking to penetrate 
into the Jordanian market 
and enjoy low risk invest- 
ment tools in addition to 
enhancing their returns 
just as interest rates are on 
the decline. 

The issue size with a 
nominal amount of JD3.5 
million (approximately 
$4 .9 , mi II ion) will have a 
fixed coupon of 11 per 
cent per annum which will 
be paid semi-annually. 
Minimum participation 
will be equal to a nominal 
amount of JD 10.000 and 
20 per cent of the issue 
•vill be redeemed annual- 
ly. Also, ihe company has 
the right to call back the 


remaining of the issue 
after 2.5 years. 

Such an issue will con- 
tribute to the foundation of 
a secondary market that 
will allow corporates and 
investors to manage their 
liquidity by taping into 
capital market instru- 
ments. The move comes in 
line with the Central Bank 
of Jordan directives to 
activate the capital market • 
in Jordan through, such. 
Fixed income instruments. ' 

Furthermore, Bank of 
Jordan will launch its 
“BOJ Global Capital Pre- 
served Fund" with the size 
of $10 million which will 
be denominated in dollars 
early this year. The fund 
will give the opportunity 
to small and medium size 
investors in Jordan and the 
Middle East to benefit 
from international invest- 
ment markets and enjoy 
the privilege of preserving 
their capital and a mini- 
mum investment return of 
four per cent per annum. 

The fund which will 
have a minimum partici- 


pation of $10,000 will 
mature after five years 
and- will have a diverse 
investment strategy that 
allows investors to 
increase their returns by 
benefitting from the 
movements of more than 
one international market 
Although the fund has a 
five years maturity period, 
it is structured in a way 
that will allow investors to 
get in or out of the fund 
every three month at the 
net asset value hence, 
keeping it very liquid. 

BOJ, a pioneer in such 
investment products, is 
already managing assets 
for individual clients in 
foreign currencies with an 
average return of 12 per 
cent annually on the dol- 
lar. Moreover. BOJ has 
developed some invest- 
ment products that are tai- 
lor made for financial 
institutions which allow 
them to trade in the for- 
eign exchange markets 
with a preserved capital 
feature. 


Late Thursday, the IMF 
announced that its top two 
officials would travel to 
Indonesia to negotiate a 
“strengthening and accelera- 
tion" of Jakarta's $43 billion 
bailout package. 

That move, coordinated 
with Washington, came as 
President Bill Clinton spoke 
by phone with Singapore 
Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong and Indonesian Presi- 
dent Suharto to underscore 
U.S. support for IMF pro- 
grammes. 

The White House also 
announced that Deputy Trea- 
sury Secretary Larry Sum- 
mers. “along with represen- 
tatives from the State 
Department and the National 
Security Council, will travel 
to the region shortly." 

“The United States has sig- 
nificant national security and 
economic interests in a stable 
and prosperous Asia Pacif- 
ic,” it said in a statement 

“That is why the United 
States has supported the eco- 
nomic reform programmes ■ 
developed by several Asian, ' 
countries with the IMF arid 
has stressed the importance 
of their successful imple- 
mentation.'' 

U.S. officials are notably 
keen to persuade the Indone- 
sian president, in power for 
32 years, to stick to the terms 


of the IMF bailout and clean 
' up Indonesia's deeply trou- 
bled banking and financial 
systems. 

They blame Indonesia's 
tumbling currency and share 
prices in part for depressing 
markets across the region 
and fear a default on South 
Korean loans could worsen 
Japan’s six-year-old reces- 
sion — dragging down the 
global economy. 

Analysts here were dubi- 
ous about what the U.S. and 
IMF missions to Asia would 
accomplish, saying it's now 
up to Asian leaders to make 
painful political choices for 
the long-term health of their 
economies. 

“They can't do anything. 
This is a political crisis," said 
Robert Manning. Asia schol- 
ar at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. "Indonesia is the 
most explosive situation, and 
they don’t care about the 
IMF. They care about stabili- 
ty” 

Another economist follow- 
i -ing-the crisis who^asked not . 

to be named was equally cir- 
' cumspect: "They're just 

looking for a way to give the 
Indonesians confidence," he 
said. 

"But there's going to be a 
strong tendency to prop up 
Suharto." 

Private forecasters and 


AN! 

EWELLERS 

Since 1975 


Reopens normally 


Arp/ a Forum- Hotel- Shoos- Amman 


U.S. authorities say fallout 
on the U.S. economy, the 
world's largest, appears 
slight so far, with the Feder- 
al Reserve predicting U.S. 
economic growth in 1998 
will slow by 0.50-0.75 per 
cent. 

Peter Jaquette, senior 
economist at the WEFA fore- 
casting group in Pennsylva- 
nia. expects growth to slow 
just 0.3 per cent to 2 .5 per 
cent, which might be just 
enough to keep the Federal 
Reserve from raising interest 
rates. So long as things don't 
get a whole lot worse, he 
said, lower commodity and 
import prices coupled with 
slightly slower growth and 
unchanged interest rates 
shouldn't mean higher U.S. 
unemployment. 

Market players worried 
this week that the IMF's cool 
reaction to Indonesia’s new 
budget could prompt it to 
delay the next tranche of $3 
billion in bailout funds and 
trigger a major debt crisis. 

Overnight, Hong Kong 
share prices lost 3.9 per cent, 
Singapore 7.4 per cent, 
Manila 8-3 per cent, 
Bangkok 2.9 per cent, Seoul 
2.4 per cent and Jakarta 1.2 
per cent. Tokyo also slid but 
by a tiny 0.2 per cent. 

Regional currencies pulled 
back from the brink after 
President Clinton placed 
calls to the Indonesian and 
Singaporean leaders, boost- 
ing hopes of a more active 
U.S. role in stemming 
regional financial turmoil. 

But analysts around the 
world warned that any per- 
manent relief hinged on 
regional governments clean- 
ing up their economic poli- 
cies. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wflfiams 



16 Trojan War 
hero 

17 Shake 

20 Misfortunes 

21 Author Bagnoid 

22 Goat groups 

23 Light touches 

24 Track ticket 

25 Uon, at times 
29 Umbrellas 

34 Bars between 
wheels 

35 Incite 

36 Classic Olds 

37 Rattle 

41 FUSS 

42 "Lohengrin" 
lady 

43 Temporary 
pattern of 
behavior 

44 Counterattack 
47 Amends maker 

45 Can. province 
49 Marine 

shockers 

51 Cry to be heard 

54 Gomerof 
Mayberry 

55 Vfery dry 
59 RoB 

62 My goodness! 

63 Precipitation 

64 Drive forward 

65 TBfc and Tome 

66 The Charles' 

dog 

67 BuUvrinkle, e.g. 

DOWN 

1 Islands 
discovered by 
Tasman 

2 Sea' east of the 
Caspian 

3 Actor Malden 

4 Seth's son 

5 Military address 

6 Whitewash 

7 "Shake, Rattle, 
and Roil" 


By Diane C. Baldwin 

Columbia, HD 

8 Hammered on 
a slant 

9 of 6aJfloe 

10 Aspects 

11 Open a bit 

12 Animal Eat 

13 Chopping tods 

18 Equipment 

19 Flushing 
stadium 

23 Chilean 
currency 

24 Writer Harte 

25 Detection 
device 

20 Oxygen 
compound 

27 Biographer ol 
FDR 

28 Cook bk. Hem 

30 Taj Mahal she 

31 Church 
instrument 

32 Tenancy period 

33 Temperate 

35 W. coast sch. 

38 Set one inside 
another 

39 Chooses 

40 Greek P 


□□SCI 0QQQH 

□mud anus qddbq 

□□□QBnnnQncjnDQn 

□ED GIBB BUBO cm HD 
□OHO EJ0D 
□□□□ OH CD 0Q0000 
Horn mnniQH qohhcj 

□□□BQBnDDBBDIlDH 
QHQQD BDDDH DBO 
□□□□□□ BBS 0000 
HOD 0000 
□□0E3QDHH □□□□□ 
.0BQQ0000BQD0DCD0 
00000 000D 00DQ 
I0BD00 00000000 


45 Boxing-match 
fractions 

46 Involved with 

47 Smart guy? 

50 Bonner or 
Sukova 

51 Pipe part 

52 Overwhelming 

53 By mouth 


54 Sch. orgs. 

55 Bullets, briefly 

56 ■_ Man," 
Stanton film 

57 Angry stales 

58 Broad valley 

60 Gun lobby, 
briefly 

61 Set sights 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, JANUARY ltUlS 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A friend might be 
bossy today. Instead of resisting, use this to your advan- 
tage. Ask this person to teach you something. You could 
wind up learning a valuable new skill. And you’ll make 
an absolutely fabulous impression on your friend. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You could get money 
from an unexpected source this morning; someone 
who's turned you down a thousand times before could 
finally come through. It may be as much a surprise to 
this person as it is to you. Later this afternoon, you'll 
get a shove in the right direction. Work you’ve done in 
the past is finally starting to pay off. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You’re looking very 
attractive to a very attractive person. No need to lei on 
that you can’t afford the price of lunch. Work through it 
instead, and diet at the same time. If you’re really lucky, 
the other person will offer to buy. Today, it looks like 
that's a winning formula. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 > Phone tag this morning 
is making you crazy and costing you money. Go with 
the flow. Instead of talking to Person A, go to Person B 
and C. You’ll leam more than you ever wanted to know. 
You like games of strategy. Today, take the long way 
around and you may discover an opportunity you never 
would have known existed. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Your sweetheart may be 
in the process of changing a decision. What looked OK 
yesterday may not be quite as attractive today. Don't 
get defensive. Discuss the matter tonight. If you can 
involve a third party, it’ll be easier to be objective. A 
friend can help you stay calm. Don’t worry. You can get 
it all talked out 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Stay on your 
roes to keep up with the action today. There are all sorts 
of interesting developments. People who are normally 
very nice could get cranky. Don’t take it seriously. This 
evening, follow through on a project you and your 
sweetheart have been working on. Don’t start a new ok 
yet, however. Hold off for a while. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Be very careful 
with secrets. Don't talk to a far-away friend about a sit- 
uation near at hand. It might seem to be a safe enough 
thing to do. but it's not. The information will get back 
to the other person, and you'll be in trouble. It will be 
easy to talk people into doing what you want today, but 
remember not to tell everything you know. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Paying biUs 
could make a major dent in your pocketbook. There's a . 
lot more money going out than coming in. A roommate j 
may help you find another source of revenue. Discuss 
your options this evening. He or she is coming from a 
slightly different perspective, and that’s what makes the 
inpu t mor e valuable. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) The 
good news is that you'll be making more money. The 
bad news is that you’ll be working harder. Attend a 
class this evening, and you’ll be motivated to try some- 
thing you’ve always wanted to do but never quite knew 
how. Once you get the information, you’ll be launched 
into a great new adventure. Go for it. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22. to January 20) Your 
workload is hectic, and travel may be required. You're 
trying to be two or three places at once. Communication 
is important, and today that's even more noticeable. 
Ask an expert to give you a hand. You tend to do things 
the hard way, but today you don't have time. 
AQUARIUS:. (January 21 to February 19) You and 
your sweetheart need to discuss plans for the future. 
Expenses are coming up, and you should decide how to 
spend the money. There’s a different of opinion, so h 
takes a while to reach an agreement. But, it'll be fun to 
hang out together for a while. 

PISCES: t February 20 to March 20) There’s confusion 
today, and you're in the middle. People are coming into 
your life and going out with alarming rapidity. Not to 
worry. You flourish in this stimulating environment. If 
you lose your sense of direction, rely on a friend who 
loves you. He or she will point you the right vvay. 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz , 



“I'd love to give you the moon and stars 
wrapped in a big red bow, but you'd 
probably just exchange it for a sweater." 


THAT SCRAMBLH3 VTORD 
by Hanri Arnold and 


UrocramWa these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

tour ordinary words. 


FRIGE 


REFIA 


INBOUN 


LABERV 

















i 


%, Jan 




A Prii iy, A ■”"""■• ' U '- ir,; 

* wj NOn^.L -"Ur-rf ' 

Me new 

^prf>SK»n . ,„ 11 Wju |i '• 

™ r « ^j>v 

: maf^ lv,,> 

f- Laier :h,. ^ 
direction W nr} .%•„,' 
^gtopa, ••■'^-.,i 

June 2> ■. y 

1 ' 'll r r . , 

tCU\ C PtfrMsr * ' "'»■!«'■ 

Pries ol 

<r. , •••'- r--. i 

,,Ll ii> btr. I , lt i iii,, 

i. *■•■■ " i-»t| s 

July 2! ■ pr« ..... , 
sd costing ■.,... Fus- 
ing iu Per-’.r, i ' .<* 

e than \ .x. •;•. - r r,,, ‘ l 
tejsy. tod... ■..i./ ,lhfJ| - , iA 
icover an = .-v, • ln '' - 1|,r «- ■. 

, i ‘ . '.U".ii , 

>ltG. •' .‘ ’US; 

Jai 2? > V--L' ■ ■ ....(, 


. calm. D. 

to Sepierr.K.-r 
: action 
ner.iv. ??..-<■ . 

ofc\ . Don'i Y-u .• 

. * “• 'Ciniljt- • 

2fi nr. a r>’. • 

■ or king on. f.». o - ’r JP 

tor a Vv hiiv. ' 

3 to October B j. cp . 
: to a iar-:*.’. 

mtgnt ve-.-r ■. -. ... ; 

i. The into—- •; ’ 
id yoL'il j- 

> doing v,h_: > •. / 

\enihip-j .. ■. .. 


Business & Finance 




news from^^AmbhP^ss 

Small industries have better chance 
to cut production costs — study 


;e * SMALL PAPER and chemical industries 
have a greater chance to cut production 
costs if full production capacity is utilised as 
the idle capacity for each of die mentioned 
industries is 42.3 per cent and 61.2 per cent 
respectively, a study on the competitive 
capability of Jordanian products shows. 
According to the study, prepared by the 
Royal Scientific Society, mining and re.uile 
firms among medium-size industries have a 
greater chance to reduce production costs by 
expanding die use of idle capacity which 
stands at 47.3 per cent and 46.0 per cent of 
the overall production costs in each of the 
mentioned categories respectively. 

In large industries, paper, tolls, food and 
chemical industries were found to have a 
greater chance to lower production costs if 
all available production capacity in each of 
them was utilised. The study listed the idle 
capacity at 6 3.S percent . 34.0 percent. 47.0 
per cent and 46.y per cent in each of the 
paper, tools, food and chemical industries 
respectively. 

The study pointed out that all small indus- 


tries. except those in die chemical sector, are 
"safe" when Jordan joins the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) or signs a partnership 
agreement with any country or group of 
countries requiring around 40 per cent of 
value added for origin certification. Small 
industries were seen highly dependent on 
local production elements and not imported 
ones. 

In this regard, whatever was applicable for 
tile small industries was found to be also 
applicable to medium-size Industries. But 
sill, small industries were seen to be farther 
from ihe danger circle than, medium-size 
industries. 

As for large industries, basic mining, 
paper and mineral ones were classified as 
safe for obtaining a certificate of origin 
which requires a 40 per cent value added 
input. But other large industries were found 
to be unable to achieve the 40 per cent level 
and. as such, will not be able to carry a Jor- 
danian certificate of origin unless it reduces 
the foreign input or raises ihe local value 
added elements (A! Dustour). 


Social Security Corporation earns 
JD77 million in investment returns 


** THE SOCIAL Security Corporation 
collected round JD193 million in various 
Forms of income during 1997. Of this 
mount. JDI16 million were in insurance 
premiums paid by subscribers and JD77 
million in investment returns. The corpo- 
ration's total investments at the end of 
last September amounted to JD965 mil- 
lion compared to JDS65 million at the 


end of 1996. 

The investments are spread as follows: 
17.22 per cent in equity in companies, 
23.17 per cent in financing. 5.63 pr cent 
in real estate anti 5 1 .96 per cent in banks. 
The corporation invests in more than 100 
public shareholding companies fora total 
of JDI66 million (A1 Ra'i). 
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Cross Rates 
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US Dollar 

- 

1.8212 

0.6191 

DE Mark 

0.5491 

- 

0.3397 
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- 
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0.7811 982.00 1.1268 3.3469 
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1244.05 1.4232 4.2271 

' . 11.45 3.4033 

872/17 - 1 2.9708 

33.65 33.6500 



Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 
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0.97 
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0.2747 

0.1947 
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0.9913 

0.65 
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1627.00 

34040 

2153.74 
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0.9072 
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0.9350 
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- 
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448.59 

- 



Bonny 15.39 15.66 

Dubai 13.95 13.97 

UL Gas 166.00 164.00 


Currency 


SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 
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0.2665 0/1854 0.16499 0.39384 35.0557 

0.2723 0.49581 0.16854 0/40232 35.8115 

3.2701 5.95093 2.02429 4.83326 430.108 

0.3770 4.83032 1.64204 3.92003 348.918 

1.8664 3/1022 1.156 2-7607 245.684 



Buy 

Sell 

US Dollar 

0.708 
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GB Startling 
DE Mark 


1.1662 
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CH Franc 

04783 

0.4807 

FR Franc 

0.1157 
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Main Equity Indices 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 
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Frankfurt 
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S&P 500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
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-0.84 7800.13 7705.47 7802.62 

41.74 956.05 945.45 9560)5 

-1.84 6230.1 5128.7 5237.1 

■0.16 16066.5 14724 JJ 15019.2 

-1.11 2941.58 2902.13 2954.94 

-2.54 4268.99 4230.01 4347-23 
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Absence of substantial deals depresses turnover at AFM 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Turnover at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) declined sharply 
in the first week of this year 
due to the cautious mood 
that prevailed in the market. 
As such, dealers were hesi- 
tant to make any substantial 
transactions during the past 
week, a broker said Friday. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker’at 
ihe AFM, said the decline in 
the turnover was affected by 
the “window-dressing" by 
some portfolios in the mar' 
ker a week ago in a bid to 
raise Che share prices for 


year-end closing of finan- 
cial books. This activity led 
to an increase in turnover 
during the last week of 
1997, he added. 

“This caused an unjusti- 
fied hike in share prices 
which did not reflect the 
real value of these shares.” 
Mr. Naqeeb explained. 

The broker said that “sup- 
ply in the market exceeded 
demand,” adding that “no 
major contracts were 
recorded in die market in 
the past week." 

The AFM's weekly bul- 
letin indicated that the 
turnover in the first week of 
this year amounted to JD5.S 


million, down front JD8.7 
million in the previous 
week, or 33 per cent 
decrease. 

The weekly report indicat- 
ed that the general share 
price has dropped from 
169.2 points to 167.93. or 
1.31 poiuts. 

Mr. Naqeeb attributed the 
decline in the general price 
index to the slight drop in 
the prices of shares of major 
companies and banks, espe- 
cially the Arab Bank- 

The shares of the Arab 
Rank, the Kingdom’s lead- 
ing financial institution, has 
dropped to JD324, down 
from JD330, Mr. Naqeeb 


said. 

"Last week was the begin- 
ning of the new year. Most 
of the dealers were cautious 
and preferred to wait and 
see what could happen in 
the coming few weeks,” 
said Mr. Naqeeb. 

“Rumours have split in 
the market regarding the 
outcomes of die balance 
sheets and profits of several 
companies for the past year. 
The good results of some 
firms will influence the 
dealers where to spend their 
money and which shares 
they should buy," added Mr. 
Naqeeb. 

The weekly bulletiD indi- 


cated that the lion’s share of 
the turnover went io the 
banking sector, with a 
turnover amounting to 
JD3.5 million, or 61 per 
cent, followed by industrial 
sector with JDI.3 million, 
or 23.6 per cenL Services 
sector ranked third with 
JDS80.000,15.2 per cent 
and insurance sector trailed 
with JD5.000. 

Out of the 86 firms whose 
shares changed hands in the 
market. 27 firms witnessed 
increase in its prices, 33 
companies recorded 

decrease while 26 firms 
recorded no change in the 
prices. 
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». Gems of th e world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. Amman. Amra Forum Hotel Shops 6th Circle. 




SB 1 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HfllG 

Professional quality to 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour hhn 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO s* 2 * 
3toUarger. 

• free enlargement 
20 x SO an. 

Shmeisani- Opposite 
Grincfiays Sank. 
Pfiorve: 604042 
Sw^ehTel: 923891 


™ ricm. 

INDOOR HEATED 

SWIMMING tOOk. 

POOL 

SAUNA - 

JACUZZI yjjftJ' : 

& MASSAGE tfLXj )' 

FITNESS W 

ROOM 

TENNIS & \ 

SQUASH T * 

COURTS 

Tel.: 7581 80 

Radio & TV station RD. , 


SANABEL 


Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
t ei. 864230 -r 865167 


iih Circle 
Td. 692672 fax 6 745* 


TO ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION 
CALL 




684311 - 


L&! 


The Place 
The Price 
The Goods 

Open From 
8:30-5:00 


Mecca Street EOa 


6:00-9:00 I 1 1 — J 

GRAND MARKET 
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Sports 


World Swimming Championships 

China seeks to limit damage 
from latest drug scandal 


PERTH (AFP) — China on 
Friday ordered home swim- 
mer Yuan Yuan and her 
coach from the world cham- 
pionships here after the 
Australian authorities con- 
firmed she had been carry- 
ing an illegal drug. 

The Chinese State Sports 
Commission announced in 
Beijing that 21 -year-old 
Yuan and her coach, Zhou 
Zhewen. had been recalled 
because of the drug seizure. 
It said they face further 
“severe" sanctions. 

And the head of the 
Chinese delegation here 
said Yuan and her coach 
made a mistake in bringing 
banned growth hormone 
drugs into Australia and 
they should be responsible 
for the consequences. 

Iq a damning day for 
Chinese swimming just two 
days before they compete at 
the world championship 
here. Australian Customs 
confirmed that the sub- 
stance found in Yuan's bag- 
gage at Sydney Airport 
Thursday was a banned 1 
human growth hormone. 

Zhou admitted to a cus- 
toms official that he had 
packed the 13 vials of soma- 
trophin into Yuan’s baggage 
but claimed it wasn’t for the 
learn. Instead, he was to 
puss it to someone in 
Australia. 

World swimming federa- 
tion FINA said the pair will 
appear before the federa- 
tion's doping panel and they 
would face a minimum 
four-year suspension from 
swimming if they are found 
guilty of trafficking under 
FTNA’s rules. 

Chinese delegation leader 
Shi Hanshu would not say 
who the person the banned 
substances were intended 
for in Australia. 

“The Chinese swimming 
delegation holds that the 
Chinese swimming team 
must not carry anything for 
other people on the way to 
taking part in other champi- 
onships" Shi told a press 
conference. 

“So what these two mem- 
bers of our delegation have 
done is a violation of the 
discipline of our delegation, 
it was definitely wrong.” he 
said, adding the delegation 
respected the decision of 
Australian Customs. 

“Judging the mistake 
made by "these two people, 
the Chinese delegation has 
already decided that we 
shall deprive these two peo- 
ple of the right to participate 
in the current world cham- 
pionship." he said. 

FINA secretary Gunnar 
Werner said prior to the 
Chinese press conference 
that Yuan and Zhou would 
be required to go before the 
doping panel before they 
returned home. 



Chinese swimmer Yuan Yuan (C) is escorted by police 
after arriving in Perth January 8 for the World 
Swimming Championships. Customs officers at Sydney 
airport seized what is believed to be a quantity of 
growth hormones which were found in the baggage of 
Yuan Yuan en route to Perth (Reuters photo) 



Chinese swimmer Le Jingyi removes her sunglasses to 
replace them with goggles at a training session for the 
8th World Swimming Championships in Perth 
(Reuters photo) 


"The Chinese delegation 
has promised not to send 
them home before the hear- 
ing.” Werner said, adding 
the panel would meet within 
24 hours. 

Werner said FINA had no 
reason to ban the total 
Chinese team from the 
world championship and the 
Chinese team coach agreed. 


“You cannot regard individ- 
ual behaviour as a collective 
one," Shi said. 

Despite mounting calls for 
a drug dampdowiL Werner 
said: “There’s no reason for 
us to interfere if they (the 
Chinese) take the necessary 
steps . under FINA rules. 
This happened while the 
Chinese were in Sydney. 


They were not under FINA 
jurisdiction at the time." 

A police guard was put on 
the Chinese swimming team 
in Perth, which also under- 
went drug tests as they pur- 
sued preparations for the 
championships under the 
cloud of a second major 
drug scandal in four years. 

The Australian Sports 
Drugs Agency did not say 
how many tests were con- 
ducted or whether it was 
linked to the drug seizure. 

Sydney airport customs 
seized a flask Thursday 
from Yuan’s baggage con- 
taining 13 vials and the 
Australian government con- 
firmed they contained a 
human growth hormone 
which is banned by FINA 
and only allowed into 
Australia with a medical 
permit. 

A customs ministry 
spokesman said the customs 
department was also consid- 
ering further action. 

The scandal will be a 
major blow to China’s tar- 
nished reputation and there 
were calls for life bans for 
the use of growth hormones. 

“After the Asian Games 
episode, China will now 
have to embark upon a 
major damage limitation 
exercise," said a senior 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) member. 
“This has really come at the 
wrong time.” 

China took the 1 994 world 
championships by storm, 
winning 12 of the 16 
women's titles at stake. But 
?t the Asian Games in Japan 
a few months later, seven 
Chinese swimmers, includ- 
ing two world champions, 
tested positive for banned 
steroids. 

After a period of unoffi- 
cial self-exile, China re- 
emerged in 1996 and again 
astounded rivals with two 
world records and a string 
of top times at the Chinese 
national games in Shanghai 
last October. 

Yuan Yuan was 200m 
breaststroke silver medallist 
at the 1994 world champi- 
onships. But was eighth and 
last in her heat at the Atlanta 
Olympics. 

Chinese State Sports 
Commission spokesman Lu 
Kewen told AFP that Zhou 
had put the substance in the 
baggage “which happens all 
the time when a coach trav- 
els with his swimmers." 

Top Australian swimmers 
called for a life ban for the 
use of human growth hor- 
mones however. 

Keiren Perkins, Olympic 
champion and world record 
holder for the 1,500 metres 
freestyle, said: “If this is 
true it is the ultimate in stu- 
pidity. They are an obvious 
cheat and should be outed 
for life, no leniency." 


Jordan ’s Ghosheh 21st in 5 -kilometre open water event 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN'S RANIA Ghosheh started competition at the 
World Swimming Championships in Perth, Australia by 
taking parr in the 5 kilometre open water swim off Perth’s 
northern beaches over the weekend. 

Ghosheh clocked 1 hour 36.38 minutes and came in 21st 
in the first such participation for swimmers of the 
Kingdoms' national teams. 

The United States won the event followed by Russia and 
Italy. Jordan was the only Arab country taking part — a 
fact greatly appreciated by the International Swimming 
Federation FINA who have sponsored Jordan’s participa- 
tion. 

Ghosheh 15. and teammate Hana Majjaj, 14, are 
Jordan's only representatives in the high profile champi- 
onship bringing together the best of the world’s swim- 
mers. 


They will both compete in the pool events which begin 
today and continue until Jan. 18. 

The Jordan Swimming Federation (JSF) decided to send 
the two in a move to show “their appreciation for their 
efforts and achievements." 

“Ghosheh and Majjaj have proved to be the best in 
Jordan especially after their achievement in the last Pan- 
Arab Games which was held in Lebanon last August." 
said JSF vice president Tala’ai Al Nasser. 

Majjaj who took Jordan’s only swimming bronze medal 
in Beirut expressed her happiness to be representing 
Jordan in an international event. 

Majjaj took third place in Beirut with a time of 232m in. 
the 200m butterfly and Ghosheh took fifth place with 
1:14m in the 100 backstroke, only one second apart from 
the fourth and third places. 

Both swimmers hope that experience gained at such an 
international event will help them prepare for the next 
Pan-Arab Games which will be held in Amman 1999. 
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China to be 
allowed 
to stay at 
World 

Championships 

PERTH (AFP) — China's 
team will be allowed to 
stay at the world swimming 
championships, the sport's 
ruling body said Friday in 
response to calls for 
China's exclusion over its 
latest drug controversy. 

“The FINA bureau decid- 
ed aot to take any action 
against the whole Chinese 
team, because we have not 
found any reasons to do 
that," said FINA secretary 
Gunnar Werner. 

The executive bureau met 
Friday after China's Yuan 
Yuan and her coach Zhou 
Zhewen were ordered 
home over the discovery of 
a banned human growth 
hormone in her luggage. 

Forbes Carlile, executive 
director of the World 
Association of Swimming 
Coaches, and Australia's 
former world champion 
Tracey Wickham have both 
called for China to be 
expelled from the world 
championships in Perth. 

At a two hour meeting 
late Friday. FINA decide to 
refer Yuan and Zhou to its 
doping committee which 
could ban them for four 
years. 

Werner said “trafficking 
of the growth hormone 
contravenes FINA's rules 
and the bureau has decided 
to refer its case to its dop- 
ing panel with action to be 
taken under FINA rules.” 

Wemer confirmed that 
the entire Chinese team had 
been drug tested at the 
championships and said he 
expected the results to be 
known within 24 hours. 



United States swimmer Brooke Bennett in action during a training session at 
Challenge Pool, venue for the 8th World Swimming Championships in Perth. The 
swimming events at the championships begin January 12 (Reuters photo) 



Chinese swimming coaches Li Wang (R) and Yongming Lu chat poolside during their 
team training session for the 8th World Swimming Championships in Perth January 
9 (Reuters photo) 


AC Milan humiliate Inter Milan 5-0 


MILAN (AFP) — 
Ronaldo’s inter Milan 
crashed to a humiliating 5-0 
defeat to archrivals AC 
Milan in the first leg of their 
Italian Cup quarter-final 
here Thursday night. 

Demetrio AJbertini scored 
a penalty. Maurizio Ganz 
took revenge on the club 
who sold him last month by 
adding Milan's second and 
Dejan Savicevic scored a 
third — all before the break. 

Inter defender Francesco 
Colonnese scored an own- 
goal just after the re-start 
and Norwegian Steinar 
Nilsen, in only his second 


game for Milan, cracked 
home a 30-yard free-kick to 
make it 5-0. 

Milan, who were down at 
the relegation zone earlier 
this season, dominated the 
league title favourites, while 
Inter's midfield were hope- 
lessly ineffective and their 
back four played like rank 
amateurs. 

The second-leg is now a 
formality for Milan, who 
must wait only to find out 
whether they face either 
Parma or Atalanta for a 
place in the final. 

“We were a much better 
side in the first half.” said 


Milan coach Fabio Capello. 

“We played great football, 
we played hard and fast, and 
we kept our concentration. 
It was a superb perfor- 
mance.” 

Inter coach Gigi Simoni 
said: “I don't whether after 
beating Juventus. people 
weren't so motivated for the 
Italian Cup, or what. Milan 


got off to a good start, they 
were really motivated and 
they played very well. “It’s 
hard to explain a game like 
this, you just don’t expect it. 

But he added: “It's a les- 
son for us... we’ve got to use 
this to get fired up against 
Piacenza in the league this 
weekend." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
HANNAH H1RSCH 


DECEPTIVELY CORRECT 


East-West vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 
*KQ4 
OQ4 
0Q963 
+ Q632 


onehips in Philadelphia, West 
struck gold. 

The auction was straightforward. 
South showed a good minimum bv 
rebidding two no trump (since 
North was a passed hand, two 


WEST 
*65 

0109632 

087 

*AK109 


EAST 
* J 1098 
08 

0 A J 10 5 4 
+ J75 


clubs, by partnership agreement, 
nquired about South's strength) 
nd, with 11 points. North had on 


. SOUTH 
* A 73 2 
7AKJ7S 
OK2 
*84 

The bidding: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

Pass Pass Pom 1C 

Pass 0 * Pom 2NT 

Pass 3 NT Pass Pom 

Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of * 

When you make a deceptive play 
in the middle game, yon usually 
have s pretty shrewd idea of how 
the cards lie. When you try it on 
opening lead, you need a large slice 
of luck and a specific lib of tho 
cards. On this hand from the recent 
Spring North American Champi- 


inquired about South's stn 

an r 

easy raise to game. 

Sitting West was Jonathon 
Levine of New York. He was reluc- 
tant to lead away from one of his 
doubtetons, and a lead into South's 
announced fivfvcnrd suit didn't rate 
to bo productive. Instead, West 
derided on the deceptive lead of the 
ten of duhs. 

West hit upon tho perfect time for 
funny business — dummy held 
queen fourth nod declarer did not 
have the jack. Aa it was, had the 
game been played with glass cards 
declarer would have called for dum- 
*?* queen, then set up a ninth 
trwh by forcing out the ace or dia- 
monds. 

As tho enrds Jay, however, the 
nght play was oelaJnly to play low 
from the table on tho ton, nnij duck 
again when West continued with 
the nine. There fallowed in rapid 
Succession the are and king of dubs 
nad act: of diamonds, and Eaat- 
■ West wrapped up 11 of 12 match- 
points for down one. 


FOR RENT IN SWEIFIEH 


* Deluxe Furnished Villa 
* Unfurnished Ground Floor 

Please call Tel.: 715861 morning, 
827690 afternoon or Mobile: 079/56623 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, sitting room, large saion, two 
bathrooms, new kitchen, telephone, independent central 
heating and satellite. Location: Shmeisani opposite 
western Amman Gas Station. 

Please call Tel.: 5529287 




Guests 


Turino Hotel - 


’>' X* v 
"V- /. 


: .■ m mm m 
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CINEMA 


TELA34M4 


PHILADELPHIA "1 


rv" 


CINEMA 


TEL:6J4J44 



v 

5 

George Clooney & 


Nicole Kidman ... in 

P 

THE 

O 

PEACEMAKER 

H 

Shows: 12:15. 2:15. 6:30, 
V 8:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA 


Winona Rider & 
Anne Bancroft ... in 

AMERICAN QUILT 



^ y- 


Shows: 1 2: 15. 2:15, 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 


TEL:W923B "’s. S' CINEMA TEL:677420 "X / aNEM A 



SCREAM 

Shows: 12:00, 6:30 

AL MASEER 

(Arabic) 

Nour Al Sharif 
Shows: 8:30. 10:45 


J \ 




HERCULES 

Shows: 2:00 p.m. 


CONCORD 


concern) -i- 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 12:15,2:15 

MURDER 1600 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

conceits -a- 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


J\ 


k 


TEL 079 l.M.tn 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

Demi Moore ... in 

THE JUROR 

Shows: 8:30, 10:30 

GEORGE OF 
THE JUNGLE 

Shows: 2:00, 6:30 



CINEMA tel 079 734X1 

GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

Jim Carrie... in 


A 


THE CABLE GUY 

Shows: 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Hicham TftwiftH 

TEL: 625155 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 

OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Antal Dabbas 

For reservations call' W 0155 . 625155 
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Sports 





Indiana Pacers' Antonio Davis slams past the Houston Rockets during second quar- 
ter action, January 8. The Rockets were hosting the Pacers at the Compaq Center in 
Houston (Reuters photo) 


Sonics, 
Jazz win 

CLEVELAND (APj — Vin 
Baker scored 25 points as 
the Seattle Supersonic* shut 
down Shawn Kemp and 
overwhelmed the Cleveland 
Cavaliers 109-84 Thursday 
night in the first matchup 
between Kemp and his for- 
mer team. 

A few moments after 
Kemp shook hands with his 
teammates of eight years, 
the Sonics proved why they 
might be an even better 
team without him. The 
Sonics improved their 
National Basketball 

Association-best record to 
28-6 with their seventh 
straight victory and most 
lopsided win of the year. 

Kemp, traded to Cleveland 
last summer in a three-team 
trade that brought Baker to 
Seattle, was held to 2-for- 1 1 
shooting and nine points. 

Gary Payton scored 25 
points on 9-for-12 shooting 
for Seattle. 

• New Jersey Nets 89, 
Orlando Magic 87; In East 
Rutherford. Kerry Kittles 
had a season-high 27 points 
and a career- hi eh 12 
rebounds as the new jersey 
nets snapped a two-game 
losing streak. 

Keith Van Horn snapped 
out of mini-slump by 
adding 1 9 points and Jayson 
Williams grabbed eight of 
his 15 rebounds in the 
fourth quarter when he held 
Rony Seikaly scoreless. 

Seikaly finished with 25 
points and 12 rebounds as 
the injury-riddled Magic 
lost for the 10th time in 12 
games. Vernon Maxwell 
added 15 points off the 
bench, but fellow Orlando 
guard Darrell Armstrong 
finished 2-of-I5 from the 
field, missing his final 12 
shots. 

• Sacramento Kings 103. 
Dallas Mavericks 92: In 
Dallas, Olden Polynice set 
seasoo4iighs with 26 poiig.'fe 
and 16 rebounds as the 
Sacramento Kings extended 
their .season-long winning 
streak to four games. 

Polynice scored eight 
points as the kings took 
comrol by outscorina the 
Mavs 28-15 in the second 
quarter for a 53-42 halftime 
lead. 

Samaki Walker kept the 


Mavericks competitive with 
18 first-half points, but he 
scored only two points in 
the second half. 

Dennis Scott scored 23 
points and Michael Finley 
had lb points and 10 
rebounds for the Mavs. who 
were playing for the first 
time since snapping a 15- 
"gaVne losing streak Tuesday 
by beating Denver. 

Mitch Richmond scored 
18 points for the kings. 

• Indiana Pacers 87. 
Houston Rockets 80: In 
Houston. Jalen Rose scored 
18 points as the Indiana 
Pacers beat the injury-rid- 
dled Houston Rockets for 
their 1 1th win in 14 games. 

The Pacers, off to their 


best ever in the NBA under 
rookie coach Larry Bird, 
pulled within a half-game of 
Central Division- leading 

Chicago. 

Kevin Willis had 32 points 
and 1 1 rebounds for the 
Rockets, who have lost 
seven of their last 10. 

Houston played without 
injured' 'stars' Hakeem 
Olajuwon, Charles Barkley 
and Clyde Drexler. Reserve 
Eddie Johnson also wasn’t 
available because of an 
injured right elbow, leaving 
the Rockets with only nine 
players. 

• Utah Jazz 116, 
Milwaukee Bucks 109: In 
Salt Lake City, Karl Malone 
scored 39 points and the 


Utah Jazz shot 66 per cent 
from the Field to beat the 
Milwaukee Bucks. 

Malone, who started his 
500th consecutive game, 
was 1 3-tor- 1 6 from the field 
and 1 3-for- 15 from the foul 
line. Malone's free throw 
2:04 into the game gave him 
26,396 career points, pass- 
~ in£ John ’Hav/icefc for eighth 
place on the NBA’s career 
scoring list. 

Jeff Homacek added 20 
points for the Jazz, includ- 
ing 15 in the second quarter, 
and John Stockton had 13 
assists. 

Terrell Brandon scored a 
season-high 29 points for 
Milwaukee. 


Slovakia stun Australia to reach Hopman final 


PERTH (AFP) — Rank out- 
siders Slovakia reached the 
final of the AS900.000 
Australian (S587.S00) 
Hopman Cup tennis tourna- 
ment here late Thursday 
when they stunned fourth- 
seeded Australia 2-1. 

The competition’s top 
seeds, Spain, missed out on 
a place in the final despite 
beating Sweden 2- i in their 
last qualifying match. 

Karol Kucera and Karina 
Habsudova qualified for 
Saturday's final at the 
Burswood Dome here, lin- 
ing Slovakia up for a shot at 
the winner's prize of 
AS220.000 (5143,000). 

Slovakia clinched the tie 
against Australia when 
Kucera and Habsudova 
combined superbly io beat 
World No. 2 Patrick Rafter 
and Annabel El I wood in the 
deciding mixed doubles. 

Kucera and Habsudova 
won 7-5. 6-2 in 62 minutes 
after the singles rubbers 
were shared. 

Slovakia. who were 
forced to play in a prelimi- 
nary clash with Romania to 
qualify for the eight-nation 
tournament, will meet sec- 
pnd-seeded France or South 
Africa, the third seeds, in 
the final. France's Cedric 
Pioline and Mary Pierce and 
South Africa’s Wayne 
Ferreira and Amanda 
Coetzer clash Friday in a 
virtual semi-final. 

Habsudova gave Slovakia 
a flying start with a com- 
fortable victory over 19- 
year-old Ellwood. 

Finding her composure 
after an atrocious start, trail- 
ing 0-3. Habsudova took 
eight games in a row to win 
6-3, 6-3. 

Then Rafter evened the 
match by bearing a plucky 
Kucera in a three -ser classic 
that lasted two-and-a-half 
hours and included two tie- 
breakers. 

He finally won 7-6 (7/3). 


3-6. 7-6 1 7/3) after a 
remarkable first sec in which 
the players broke service in 
ihe opening five games. 

Rafter paid tribute to his 
23-year-old opponent, ai 
present 24th in world rank- 
ings. 

fn ihe orher tie of the 
night. Arantxa Sanchez 


Vicario gave Spain a won- 
derful start when she 
whipped Sweden's Asa 
Carlsson 6-1, 6-2 in the 
women's singles. 

Bui Thomas Enqvist put 
Sweden on level terms by 
making short work of world 
number seven Carlos Moya. 

Enqvist won 6-4, 6-1. 


chalking up his first victory 
in three appearances in the 
tournament. 

Moya and Sanchez 
Vicario snatched the mixed 
doubles 6-3. 6-4, but their 
win in the match 2-1 was 
not good enough to guide 
Spain into the final. 
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iS Levels! 


French & Arabic Language Courses... 


Join us at the French Cultural Centre for the following courses: 
French Courses for Beginner & Advanced Levels, Translation, Conversation - 
French for Children Specialised French for Beginners 

1 Spoken Local Arabic Courses for Beginner & Advanced Levels 
Written Arabic Course (No need to know French to join Arabic courses) 


Registration until Thursday, January 1 5th & courses start on Saturday, January 17th 


( Fees : 75 J.D. ) 


Amman, Jebei Lweibdeh, Al-Hawuz, Tel. 637.009 - 636.445 - 612.658 


Computer Management Systems Expert 


The WQIC Project is in need of a computer management systems (CMS) expert to 
support a Local Area Network (LAN) within the Ministry of Water and Irrigation which 
includes a Windows NT server, an Oracle database server, and a Lotus Notes server. 
The network currently serves 50 workstations and 12 printers. The expert will be part 
of the LAN Operations Team which is currently managing the network and will pro- 
vide technical support to the current network administrator in the administration of 
the Windows NT server, the Lotus Notes server, and any MIS related activities. 


Qualifications 
Required : 


* At (east three years experience as a Windows NT server administrator. 

* E-mail experience (minimum two yearn) proving e mall through ihe internet using SMTP. 
POP3 type services, and Microsoft Exchange server 

* At least two years experience in Lotus Notes administration and troubleshooting 

* mastery ol the English Language 

* Mastery of Microsoft software (Windows 95 Operating System, MS Office applications, etc.) 
■ Familiarity with internet Explorer, Internet access, and Internet e mail 

- Ability to set up and configure hardware and software lor networWed personal computers 
operating under Windows 95. Windows for Work groups. Windows 3.1 and Apple OS. 

* Ability to lest all installed applications on LAN servers and workstations 

* Ability to lesi connectivity. Login scripts and passwords required io use the assigned server 

- Ability to set up Intflvidual e mail accounts and Internet connections as required 

- Ability to resolve network primer problems and sei up network printers and scanners 

* Knowledge in web page design, web master experience is a plus 

- Good knowledge of server and network hardware 

•Experience with project management, information systems and database engineenng 

* Advanced degree In computer science preferred 


Please send detailed curriculum vitae, including professional 'references 

by January 20th to: 

Personal Dfrector - PO Box 851532 - Al- Suwifiyah 11185 

No telephone or pe rsonal inq uirie s. 


Seles out of Australian Open 


Graf, Kafelnikov, Novotna also miss event 


SYDNEY fAFP) — Four-time winner Monica Seles 
Thursday withdrew from this month’s Australian Tennis 
Open citing “personal reasons." 

Seles joined fellow former World No. I Steffi Graf in 
missing the year's opening Grand Slam which starts in 
Melbourne on January 19. They have shared winning the 
Australian Open title eight times since 19S8. 

There was no other explanation given for Seles’ with- 
drawal. However, her father and coach Karolj Seles has suf- 
fered deteriorating health because of stomach cancer. 

Open tournament director Paul McNamee was philosphi- 
caJ at the loss of a second top drawcard and was unable to 
clarify reasons for the withdrawal. 


"I don't want to speculate,” McNamee said. 

“I was disappointed. She’s a four-time champion and a 
great friend of the tournament and Australia. She's never 
lost a singles match in Australia.” he added. 

Ranked No. 5, the 24-year-old Yugoslavian bom natu- 
ralised- American would have been seeded fourth because 
World No. 2 Jana Novoma is also our along with another 
perennial contender, former finalist tylary Joe Fernandez. 

The Open men’s field has also lost a key player in former 
French Open winner Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

He will miss the tournament for the second consecutive 
year after withdrawing on Wednesday with a knee injury. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Maradona move to Napoli on Ice 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Diego Maradona announced 
here on Thursday ihat he would not be thinking of joining 
Napoli “for the moment.” The former World Cup star, who 
led Argentina to the 19S6 trophy and to the final in 1990, 
has received overtures from a group opposed to club pres- 
ident Corrado Ferlaino, who want him to become president 
in order to attract crowds and financial backing for the 
club, currently bottom of Serie A with just five points. 
Maradona has said he would require "complete control” if 
he were to take over. During his seven seasons in Italy. 
Mardona helped Napoli to two league tides, and wins in 
the Italian Cup and UEFA Cup. 

Young resigns as Giants manager 

EAST RUTHERFORD (AFP) — Long-time New York 
Giants general manager George Young, who guided the 
National Football League franchise from nearly two 
decades of futility into a two-time Super Bowl champion, 
resigned Thursday to accept a high-ranking position with 
the league. "The timing is best for the organisation and the 
time is best for me (to leave),” said Young at a news con- 
ference at Giants Stadium. “It’s right for me to feel the club 
here is in good hands and that’s part of my decision. I 
believe this is the best thing for me to do.” Young, 67, took 
over as Giants general manager in 1979. After Young draft- 
ed players such as Phil Simms, Lawrence Taylor and Mark 
Haynes, the Giants reached the playoffs in 1981 for the 
first time in 19 years. 


French drugs trio suspended 

PARIS (.AFP)- — French first division players Vincent 
Guerin, Antoine Sibierski and Dominique Anibage were 
Thursday suspended for six months for failing drugs tests. 
The trio were given further 12 months suspended sentences 
by the anti-doping commission pf the French Football 
Federation. The three all returned positive tests for the ana- 
bolic steroid Nandrolone when tested after French League 
games. Guerin, who plays for Paris Saint Germain, 
Sibierski, who plays for Auxerre, and Ariibage, who is with 
Toulouse, all said they plan to appeal against the decision. 
Under French federation rules, the players have 15 days in 
which to lodge their reasons for appeal. 

Italian clubs chase Emerson 


MIDDLESBROUGH (AFP) — Two Italian clubs have 
entered the race to sign Middlesbrough’s out-of-favour 
Brazilian star Emerson, Middlesbrough manager Bryan 
Robson revealed on Thursday. The English first division 
club’s talented midfield player has been linked with 
Tenerife for several weeks. But Robson confirmed the 
Spanish outfit are now facing competition from Italy for 
Emerson's signature. Robson said: “I am not prepared to 
name the Italian clubs at this stage, but they are in Serie A." 
Tenerife, though, have moved closer to agreement over a 
fee after renewed talks and Emerson could be given per- 
mission to talk to the Spanish first division club over the 
weekend. 

United wailing for Poborsky money 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester United revealed on 
Thursday that they have not yet received any of the report- 
ed £2 million (about S3.4 million) transfer fee following 
the move of Czech international Karel Pobosrky to 
Benfica. But United said the delayed payment was agreed 


when the deal was struck, and the Portuguese side man- 
aged by Graeme Souness will pay United after they float 
on the stock exchange. “We’ve nor received the transfer fee 
but there’s nothing sinister in that,” said United spokesman 
Ken Ramsden. 

Mansell backing Hill and Jordan 

LONDON (AFP) — Former Formula One world champi- 
on Nigel Mansell is backing Damon Hill, who has 
switched to Jordan from Arrows, to launch a major chal- 
lenge to Jacques Villeneuve and Michael Schumacher in 
this year’s championship. Mansell said Thursday: "Eddie 
(Jordan) did brilliantly last year in developing the car and 
with Damon on board it could make all the difference. 
"Jordan has had a policy of bringing young drivers through 
as test drivers and that has been one of the reasons for the 
success.” Mansell, who is close to Jordan and nearly drove 
for the team last season, added: “Eddie and his team are 
ready to win and 1 think that will happen this year. They are 
up there with the top teams and will be a major threat. 
"They could put pressure on the others." 

Johnson’s Palace move under threat 


LONDON i AFP) — Celtic striker Tommy Johnson's pro- 
posed loan switch to English Premiership side Crystal 
Palace could break down on a technicality, it emerged 
Thursday. The out-of-favour former Aston Villa forward 
has held talks with Palace manager Steve Coppell and is 
ready to complete a temporary move. The two clubs ini- 
tially agreed a six-week loan period, but Coppell has been 
told the rules demand a three-month spell which would 
leave Johnson al Selhurst Park beyond the late March 
transfer deadline. Although a permanent transfer has not 
been ruled our. Palace are understood to be unwilling to 
make that commitment at this stage. 

Olympic champion seriously ill 

CHEMNITZ (AFP) — Former East German Olympic 
swimming champion Petra Kind-Schneider has heart and 
liver problems after years of drug abuse, doctor Werner 
Frank has told the Chemnitz Morgenpost newspaper in an 
interview that will appear on Friday. The Olympic 400m 
medley champion at the 1980 Moscow Games, who fin- 
ished ahead of Britain's silver medallist Sharron Davies, 
said: "At the time, we had absolutely no idea of what was 
being given to us. 1 began to take (drugs) just after my 14th 
birthday.” 


Rusedski storms back to beat Alami 

DOHA (AIT 3 ) — Britain’s top-seed Greg Rusedski 
dropped bis opening service game after breaking a racket 
string but stormed back to complete a 6-2, 7-5 victory over 
Moroccan Karim AJarai and reach the quarter-finals of the 
SI million ATP event here Thursday. Rusedski, who once 
partnered Alami to win Junior Wimbledon, admitted after 
the win: “I didn't play ray best and the conditions were dif- 
ficult.” The Canadian-bom British player also said that the 
noise from the fans had made it "more like a football than 
a tennis match.” At one stage in the opening set an increas- 
ingly-frustrated .Alami was lucky to escape a warning after 
throwing his racket fiercely to the ground. Rusedski now 
meets Frenchman Fabrice Santoro who defeated Martin 
Sinner in straight -sets. Other winners were Andrei 
Medvedev of the Ukraine and Sjeng Schalken of the 
Netherlands. Medvedev put out American Jeff Tarango 6- 
2, 2-6, 7-5 while Schalken edged past Carlos Costa of 
Spain 7-5. 2-6. 7-6 (7/5). 


Karpov, Anand in world 
championship tie-breaker 


LAUSANNE (AFP.) — 
Russian world chess champi- 
on Anatoly Karpov and his 
Indian challenger 

Viswanathan Anand were to 
play a tie-breaker after draw- 
ing the first six games of (he 
World Chess Federation 
I FIDE) championship, offi- 
cials said. 

Viswanathan, considered a 


specialist at the series of high- 
speed games required in the 
tie-breaker, earned the tie- 
break by winning the sixth 
game Thursday to level the 
match at three all. 

The winner of the tourna- 
ment will pocket SI. 37 mil- 
lion. Anand is ranked third in 
the world, wo places above 
Karpov. 


FLAT FOR RENT 

A second floor flat, part of a villa, with an area of 200 
sq.m. Consists of 2 large bedrooms, 2 complete 
bathrooms. L-shaped sitting and dining room. 2 large 
verandas, central heating, private entrance and separate 
telephone. Location: Near Jordan Hospital, Shmeisani. 
For further information, please call Tel.: 680131 


Furnished Semi-Villa For Rent 

Consists of 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, salon, 
kitchen and sitting room. Fully furnished with 
satellite system, air-conditioned and 2 
telephone lines. Location: Sweifieh. 

Please call Tel.: 5530717 or Fax: 5529717 


NOTICE TO CANADIAN CITIZENS | 

Canadian citizens residing in Jordan for 
a period of more than three months, are 
invited to register with the Canadian 
Embassy, Pearl of Shmeisani Building, 
Shmeisani /P.0 Box 815403, Amman 
1-1180. Registration may be made in 
person or by mail. Telephone 666124 for 
further information. 

AVIS AUX CITOYENS CANADIENS | 

Les citoyens canadiens residant en 
Jordanie pour une periode de plus de 
trois mois sont invites a s'inscrire a !' 
Ambassade du Canada situee dans V 
Inrmeuble "Pearl of Shmeisani" a 
Shmeisani B.P 815403 Amman 11180 , 
Jordanie . L' inscription peut se faire en 
personne ou par coum'er . Pour de plus 
amples informations , priere telephoner 
au 666124 

^ 
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Massacres probe must 
accompany EU mission 
Algiers — rights groups 



BRUSSELS (AFP) — A 
European Union mission to 
Algeria must be accompa- 
nied by an inquiry into the 
massacres that have (left at 
least 600 dead already this 
year, international human 
rights groups said on Friday. 

Jean -Paul Marthoz, 

Brussels director of the 
U.S.-based Human Rights 
Watch (HRW). said it was 
vital that the EU mission not 
be used as a “smokescreen’' 
by the international commu- 
nity to sidestep the issue of 
responsibility for the 
ki Kings. 

“It is very important that 
this mission is not consid- 
ered a substitute for a thor- 
ough international inquiry 
tinder the auspices of the 
United Nations,'' Mr. 
Barthoz said. 

“It must not be limited to 
discussing humanitarian aid 
or support for the govern- 
ment's campaign to sup- 
press the armed opposition 
groups.” 

The EU mission, agreed in 
principle on Thursday, will 
be the first major interna- 
tional intervention in the 
Algerian conflict since the 
civil war began in 1992, 
when the military seized 
power as Islamist parties 
seemed poised for victory in 
general elections. 

The call for an U.N. 
inquiry was launched jointly 
by Amnesty International, 
HRW. the International 
Federation of Human Rights 
Leagues (TFHRL). and the 
press watchdog Reporters 
sans Frontieres. 

The organisations said an 
inquiry into the massacres 
should be charged with 
establishing the facts — 
which are cloudy because of 


Arab League rejects foreign 
‘ interference ’ in Algeria 


CAIRO ( AFP) — The Arab 
League said Friday it 
opposed interference in 
Algerian internal affairs 
after Western leaders pro- 
posed taking action against 
the bloody campaign of ter- 
ror there. 

“We reject any interfer- 
ence in Algeria's internal 
affairs and do not accept any 
attempt to intervene,” said 
Ahmad Ben Helii. the 
League's assistant secretary 
general for Arab affairs. 

“The Algerian people can 
resolve their problems on 
their own and destroy the 
scourge of terrorism. If 
Western countries want to 
help Algeria, they should 
close their doors to the ter- 
rorist leaders whom they 
welcome,” Mr. Helii said 
after European leaders 


urged the League to join an 
international attempt to stop 
the bloodshed. 

However, an Arab League 
envoy will go to Algiers 
Sunday with a message for 
Algerian President Li amine 
Zeroual, Mr. Helii added. 

The emissary “will dis- 
cuss with Zeroual what role 
the League could play in 
helping Algeria deal with 
the scourge of terrorism.” he 
said. 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esraat Abdul 
Meguid telephoned 

President Zeroual Thursday 
and assured him of the 22- 
member Arab organisation’s 
“solidarity and support” for 
Algeria's “fight against ter- 
rorism.” 

Abdullah Baali, the 
Algerian ambassador to the 


United . Natioos, said 
Thursday the international 
body has no role to play in 
Algeria, and rejected a 
Washington-proposed 
inquiry on the civilian mas- 
sacres. 

Mr. Baali said Algerian 
officials objected to a U.N. 
inquiry because “that would 
mean there are doubts over 
who is responsible for the 
massacres, while everyone 
knows who they are.” 

Some 600 people have 
reportedly died in a string of 
massacres in Algeria since 
Dec. 30. 

Such atrocities are rou- 
tinely blamed on Islamists 
defying Mr. Zeroual's 
regime, six years after the 
military cancelled elections 
that Islamists were set to 
win. 


the Algerian government's 
stranglehold on the press 
and its refusal to allow inter- 
national observers into the 
country. 

The Algerian government 
insists that the killings are 
all the work of Islamist 
forces. 

But the human rights 
groups sard there was §trong 
evidence that government 
forces were either directly 
implicated in some of the 
incidents or bad opted to 
turn a blind eye. 

“In a certain number of 
cases it is clear the forces of 
law and order have not 


responded to appeals for 
help from the population,” 
said Robert Menard of 
Reporters Sans Fronderes. 

The rights groups called 
the U.S. and die EU to apply 
pressure on the Algerian 
government to immediately 
facilitate a visit by the U.N. 
special rapporteurs on extra- 
judicial killin gs, as a first 
step towards a full inquiry. 

The U.S. and the EU were 
also urged to jointly sponsor 
a resolution at the U.N. 
Human Rights 

Commission’s annual meet- 
ing in March to establish a 
special rapporteur on the sit- 


uation in Algeria. 

Abdullah Baali, Algeria's 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, said Wednesday 
Algiers could not accept a 
U.N. inquiry into the 
killings because “that would 
mean there are doubts over 
who is responsible for the 
massacres, while everyone 
knows who they are.” 

Responding to this argu- 
ment, Caroline Stainier of 
the IFHRL said: “If the 
authorities have nothing to 
hide, why should they not 
accept an international 
inquiry.” 


Syria will abide by sanctions 
against Iraq — U.S. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Syria has assured the United 
States that it will continue to 
enforce international sanc- 
tions against Iraq, the State 
Department said Thursday. 

But Washington said it 
will be monitoring contacts 
between Syria and Iraq 
closely after the Washington 
Times reported that Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad 
had written a letter to 
Baghdad in which he pro- 
posed an alliance to counter 
the U.S. 

“The Syrian government 
has given us assurances that 
it will continue to abide by 
the sanctions against Iraq 


and pledged that any 
renewed trade between Iraq 
and Syria would be in accor- 
dance with those sanctions” 
State Department 

spokesman James Rubin 
said. 

The spokesman cast doubt 
on prospects for warmer ties 
between President Assad 
and Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

“Anyone who knows the 
Middle East at all knows 
that the idea of a serious rap- 
prochement between 
Saddam Hussein and Hafez 
Al Assad is not going to be 
an easy one,” Mr. Rubin 
said. 


Syria opened its border 
with Iraq in May after 15 
years of closure. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz made a 
landmark visit to Damascus 
in November, saying he was 
seeking a “calm dialogue'' 
between the two countries. 

Iraq broke off relations 
with Syria in 1980 to protest 
the delivery of arms by 
Damascus to Tehran at the 
start of the Iran-Iraq war, 
which ended in I9S8. 

Syria backed Iran during 
the 1980-88 war and was 
part of the international mil- 
itary coalition that forced 
Iraq out of Kuwait in 1991 . 


White House says Saddam hurt, CIA 
says helped by arms inspection crisis 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) disagrees with 
White House assessments that 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein was hurt by the latest 
dispute between Baghdad and 
the international community 
over arms inspections. 

The conservative 

Washington Tunes newspaper 
published a report Thursday 
quoting a “top secret” CIA 
report dated Jan. 5 as saying 
that the Iraqi leader's regime 
was stable. 

And, the report said, he 
scored points on the interna- 
tional scene because of 
Russia's efforts on his behalf, 
while benefiting from U.N. 
reluctance to use force or 
impose tougher sanctions. 

But the White House, while 
refusing to confirm the exis- 
tence of the report, disagreed 
with the reported assessment. 

“Saddam Hussein remains 
in a very tight box of econom- 
ic sanctions and other restric- 
tions. unanimously supported 
by the Security Council” said 
White House spokesman 
Michael McCuny. 

“It doesn’t take intelligence 
to alert you to the fact that a 
principle goal of Saddam 
Hussein has been to achieve 
relaxing of current sanctions 


that are in place against him.” 
he said. “If anything, his 
actions have reaffirmed the 
commitment of the interna- 
tional community to keep 
those sanctions in place.” 

Russia and several other 
countries have firmly opposed 
resorting to force against 
Baghdad, and Moscow plans 
to Introduce several pro-Iraq 
draft resolutions at the United 
Nations in coming weeks, 
according to the report cited 
by the daily. 

The U.S. is demanding that 
Baghdad submit fully to UN. 
resolutions and grant- UN. 
inspectors complete freedom 
to monitor Iraqi disarmament. 
Torsions ran high between 
Baghdad and the UN. in 
November, and the U-S- sent 
two aircraft earners and mili- 
tary reinforcements to the Gulf 
to press for complete compli- 
ance. 

“If Saddam perceives he is 
gaining momentum in the 
Security Council — his insis- 
tence (xi banning inspectors 
from presidential sites so far 
has drawn only mild rebuke — 
be would likely continue flout- 
ing UN. resolutions." the daily 
quotes the report as conclud- 
ing. 

Quoting what it says is a 
separate “secret” CIA report. 


the Washington Times said 
Syria and Iraq are seeking to 
forge an anti-American 
alliance. 

It says Syria proposed die 
idea in November during a 
Baghdad visit by senior Syrian 
officials whom the daily did 
not identify. Then on Nov. 21, 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz travelled to 
Damascus. 

Syria joined the anti-Iraqi 
coalition in the 1991 Gulf war 
but recently has opted for rap- 
prochement with Baghdad, the 
daily quotes the CIA as say- 
ing. referring to what it said 
was a letter from Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad call- 
ing for “formation of a Syrian- 
Iraqi alliance against the U.S.” 

Seven-year-old UN. sanc- 
tion is. imposed after the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, can 
only be lifted when UN. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM), a UN. aims 
inspections body, certifies that 
all Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction have been disman- 
tled. 

But President Saddam trig- 
gered a three-week showdown 
over the inspections by carry- 
ing out a threat to expel U.S. 
weapons monitors, and the 
access issue has still not been 
resolved. 


Israeli 
delegation 
to U.S. to 
discuss 
Iran’s arms 
programme 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An 
Israeli delegation will head 
to Washington soon to dis- 
cuss Iran's arms pro- 
gramme with representa- 
tives from the American 
administration, a govern- 
ment official said 
Thursday. 

David Bar-Illan. a top 
aide to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
that the meetings would be 
part of “on-going discus- 
sions.” between the sides 
concerning Iran. 

“It's another one of these 
meetings which have been 
going on for quite a while 
now regarding the danger 
of Iran's development of 
missiles and nuclear 
weapons.” Mr. Bar-Illan 
told the AP. He said the 
group would depan soon 
but did not give a specific 
date. 

Mr. Bar-Illan said Uzi 
Arad, Mr. Netanyahu's pol- 
icy advisor would head the 
delegation which would 
Include representatives 
from Israel's defence min- 
istry. 

Israel considers Iran, 
which sponsors a guerrilla 
group in south Lebanon, to 
be one of its greatest out- 
side threats. 

Israelis paid close atten- 
tion to a CNN interview 
with Iran's new moderate 
President Mohammad 
Khatami broadcast 

Wednesday in which he 
said he would not prevent 
Israel and the Palestinians 
from reaching peace, even 
though he opposes the 
efforts. 

Mr Bar-Illan said it 
would take “deeds more 
than words," however, to 
convince Israel that the 
Islamic Republic is no 
longer a threat 


jit' 


ANOTHER ATTEMPT AROUND THE WORLD IN A BALLOON HURDLED: The 
crew capsule is attached to the partially inflated Rozier balloon. Global Hilton, in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, Friday. The balloon was launched shortly before dawn, 
but just a few hours after launching the helium container on the craft ruptured and 
the balloon will have to be brought down soon. Commander Dick Rutan and pilot 
Dave Melton had hoped to become the first to fly a balloon around the world non- 
stop (Reuters photo) 


Turkey slams EU view 
on Kurdish refugee influx 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey's police chief has 
slammed counterparts from 
several Europen Union (EU) 
countries for refusing 
squarely to blame the 
Kurdish rebel movement for 
a wave of Kurdish immi- 
grants to western Europe. 
Police Chief Necati Bilican 
said Turkey rejected a state- 
ment that came at the end of 
a meeting in Rome Thursday 
between himself and the top 
police officers from seven 
Ell countries, the Anatolian 
news agency reported 
Friday. 

‘The PKK [the Separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party! and 
networks involved in smug- 
gling emigrants are the 
source of the problem." Mr. 
Bilican insisted. 

Hundreds of illegal immi- 
grants — mostly Turkish 
and Iraqi Kurds — have 
entered Italy by boat in 
recent months, with over 
1.200 arriving in two boat- 
loads within the last two 
weeks. 

According to Italian interi- 
or ministry figures, a total of 
Z646 Kinds have illegally 
entered Italy since July. 366 
of whom have requested 
political asylum. 

But while Mr. Bilican and 
the other delegates “could 
not reach a total convergence 
of views on the ' role of 
organised crime networks 
involved in smuggling emi- 
grants” the Turkish police 


chief said he supported sev- 
eral joint agreements 
reached in the closed-door 
meeting. 

Those agreements aim to 
tighten border surveillance 
and fight gangs smuggling 
Kurdish and other asylum- 
seekers into Europe. 

In addition to Mr. Bilican. 
the meeting was attended by 
police chiefs from Austria, 
Belgium. France, Germany. 
Greece. Italy and the 

Netherlands. Britain bad an 
official at the meeting as an 
observer. 

The main sticking point 
appears to have been 

Ankara's policy of labelling 
the PKK either as a “terror- 
ist" or “criminal” organisa- 
tion — whereas EU politi- 
cians tended to describe the 
Kurdish conflict as a “politi- 
cal” issue. 

Ankara accuses the PKK 
of orchestrating the immi- 
gration influx to force 
Turkey's military crackdown 
of Kurd militants into the 
international spotlight. 

Mr. Bilican also criticised 
the political asylum policy 
of European countries, 
which according to Turkey 
encourages the immigrants. 
’Turkey has once again 
warned countries not to 
abuse the right to political 
asylum.” he said. 

Meanwhile. German 
Interior Minister Manfred 
Kanther described the Rome 
meeting as positive, but 


called on the nine EU mem- 
bers party to the Schengen 
free -border agreement to 
step up checks for Kurdish 
refugees. 

He said German police had 
already stepped up their bor- 
der control efforts — "and 
we now ask our partners to 
do the same” he said, men- 
tioning Greece and Italy by 
name. 

Turkey's press seized on 
the disagreement between 
Mr. Bilican and the EU 
police chiefs as another 
example of strained relations 
between the country and the 
EU. 

The Turkiye daily head- 
lined the row as “another 
German plot” — building on 
Ankara's belief that Bonn 
was behind the EU’s deci- 
sion last month to cut Turkey 
out of upcoming talks on the 
bloc's enlargement. 

The Radikal newspaper 
headed its article as ‘Turkey 
isolated” and said Ankara 
had protested at the omission 
of the PKK in the joint state- 
ment 

Turkish police have 

cracked down on ports, espe- 
cially in Istanbul, and last 
weekend arrested nearly 600 
people they said were about 
to illegally leave for Europe. 

Early Friday, 23 Kurds and 
21 Albanians aboard an 
inflatable dinghy were 

arrested off Italy’s southeast- 
ern coast Italian police said. 


Iranian cleric slams Western media 
over Khatami interview with CNN 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A 
senior conservative cleric 
attacked the Western media 
on Friday for the “selec- 
tive” way of reporting on a 
television address by 
Iranian President 

Mohammad Khatami this 
week. 

“The trumpets of the 
world oppressors lake a 
sentence they like from 
Khatami's speech and make 
their own interpretation.” 
Ayatollah Mohammad 
Imtmu-Kashani told a 
crowd before weekly 
Muslim prayers at Tehran 
University. 

“They make a mountain 
out of an imagined molehill 
then publicise it for desired 
effect” he said, apparently 
referring to the president's 


unprecedented moderate 
tone in his address to the 
American people and inter- 
view broadcast on the U.S.- 
based CNN. 

“The same media keeps 
silent about such statements 
from the president as Tel- 
Aviv is the capital of U.S. 
decision making,”’ added 
Ayatollah Kashani, who is 
the spokesman of the pow- 
erful Guardian Council, a 
body which oversees elec- 
tions and ensures parlia- 
mentary laws conform to 
the constitution and Islamic 
principles. 

President Khatami broke 
a number of taboos in the 
interview, notably express- 
ing regret that the feelings 
of American people were 
hurt *hy the seizure of their 


diplomats in Tehran in 1979 
during the Islamist revolu- 
tion. 

He also denounced the 
practice of burning the U.S. 
flag and insisted that slo- 
gans of “Death to America’’ 
were not directed at the 
American people or the 
government, “but the mode 
of relations*’ which existed 
between the arch-foes. 

The hard-line Kayhan 
newspaper attacked the 
president for striking a 
moderate tone over the U.S. 
embassy seizure, which led 
to a break in diplomatic ties 
in 1980. 

“Why do we have to pay 
for that spontaneous revolu- 
tionary act and apologise to 
the Americans?” it said. 


‘Madame la 
nunistre’ attack on 
French language— . 

academy 

PARIS (AFP) — The ire ^ 
the French Academy, 
custodian of the country's 
language, is so great over 4 
new ‘‘feminist’* quirk of 
speech that it has turned io 
President Jacques Chirac for 
help. At stake is the use of 
“Madame la ministre" to 
■ address women ministers in 
the government rather than 
the grammatically correct 
‘Madame !e ministre.". in a 
public letter of complaint the 
academy told Chirac it had 
“resolved to call on you pub- 
licly as its protector to ask fa 
your aid in a matter wfaicti, ^ 
the upper reaches of the slate, 
is an attack on the Preach 
language.” Monsieur fc 
President has yet to respond. 

Chilean theatre 
director defiant 
over live sex scene 

SANTIAGO (AFP) - a 

theatre director who shockai 

his audience wife a live set 
scene on-stage refused id 
apologise saying Chile needs 
to debate what is — and 
what is not — moral. ‘1 don't 
need to explain myself,’ 
Abel Carrizo told reporter 
after the University of Chile, 
who sponsored the contest 
that featured the scene, 
launched an investigation. 
Set to composer Maurice 
Ravel's “Bolero,” the scene 
showcased the amorous tal- 
ents of actor Alex Rivera and 
“Erika,” a 33-year-old pro- 
fessional stripper. “What are 
they going to punish me fix? 
Having shown love on 
stage?” he asked. “I don't 
recall a [more enthusiastic] 
ovation than (hat by the audi- 
ence that night.” 

tar thief, 
fleeing owner, 
turns himself in 

OSLO ( AP) — With a furious 
car owner in hot pursui t, a ter- 
rified car thief dedded he'd i* 

safer in jail and called poke 
from the stolen vehicle » 
arrest him. The owner of tb 
stolen Opel Kadett's spotted 
his car while driving and tried 
to reclaim it at a traffic fete, 
police said. But foe thief hit 
the gas. and the car’s owiw 
took vp the chase. “I guess I 
looked pretty furious, ha] 
didn't want to lose the car. 
said the owner. During the 25 
kilometre chase, the thief 
called the police on his cel- 
lar phone, and agreed to n«a 
them al a gas station so (fa 
could arrest him. 

Norwegian 
dog adopts pig 

OSLO (AP) — Like Bate 
the piglet of Hollywood fenfc 
little Noffe is growing up as a 
dog. Noffe entered the rani® 
world when the rest of heft- 
ier died, and her real 
stopped producing milk, tte 
Rogalands Avis newspaper 
reported. Luckily for Noffe 
Tanja the farm dog had a f^ 
pregnancy and was product 
milk. So Tanja, a Lobafer 
retriever, adopted Noifa w® 
moved into the dqghou**® 
the Reinertsen family wj 
Noffe is thriving on dog nul*- 
and Tanja (reals the 
like the puppies site's raised m 
the past. 

Al Fayed loses 
place in horse 
show’s royal box 

LONDON (AFP) Tj 
Millionaire Moharnn^o ♦ 
Fayed, whose son 
killed alongside DjJJJ 
Princess of Wales, h» 
ousted as sponsor of 
Royal Windsor Hotse SW" 
by Queen Elizabeths J** 
ellers Asprey The n**® 
being seen by the p®* 
as another establishment 
back for Al Fayed, w’ho ^ _ 
battling for British ciMjj 
ship. Al Fayed had 
: event for 16 ■* 

uuw Asprey has come up 

a $3.2 million four-y^^ 
ct to sponsor the . 
biog the miffionaim 

annual chance to sitaic^ 
the queen in the royal w*- 




